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This year, Black History Month
marks its 100th anniversary. At
this pivotal moment—on the eve
of America’s 250th anniversary—
Black History Month stands as a
necessary corrective to the na-
tion’s revisionist history, selective
memory, and deliberate attempts
at erasure.

This year, no Black History
Month programs are scheduled at
Trump’s Kennedy Center. In 2025,
aspart of Donald Trump’s renewed
campaign to dismantle Diversity,

Dr. Carter G.Woodson. Photo by
Addison Norton Scurlodk, Public
dormain photo.

Continued on page 6

Valentine’s Day Spirit\

District D-4 officers shared Valentine’s cheer during a community
Bingo Night at the Susan S. Bailis House for Assisted Living, helping
residents with their bingo boards and distributingValentine's gift bags
filed with chocolates and festive socks. Photo courtesy of Boston
Folice Department.
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for and about Boston’s
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Two Takes on Timeless Women: “Little
Women” and “Penelope” on Boston Stages

One adaptation falters
under excess, while
another finds power in
restraint

BY JULES BECKER
Contributing Writer

Eminent domain is no excuse
for a bad adaptation. A sad case
in point is the recent Kate Hamill
adaptation of The Odyssey at
American Repertory Theater. In
that staging, Hamill demonstrated
her strengths as an actress in play-
ing the sorceress Circe but failed
to do justice to Homer’s classic.

Continued on page 6

Little Women, Actors’ Shakespeare Project,
Mosesian Center for the Arts, Watertown, through March 1.

617-923-0100 or MosesianArts.org

Kaila Pelton-Favin, Olivia Fenton, Saral

h Newhouse,Aislinn Brophy, Chloe

McFarlane in ASP Production of LittleWomen. Photo by Benjamin Rose.

Jesse Jackson’s South End Stop

A Moment in Boston's
Coalition Politics

BY SUE O'CONNELL
editor and co-publisher

Rev. Jesse Jackson, who died this
week at 84, had a deep connection
to Boston’s South End — one that
helped shape the national politi-

cal landscape in ways most people
don'trealize.

In 1983, Jackson came tothe Con-
cord Baptist Church in the South
End to rally support for Mel King's
historic mayoral campaign. King,
a longtime South End activist and
state representative, was the first

Continued on page 3

Screershotvia americanarchive org

Foodie’s Closure Update

Croft Withdraws, City and
Neighborhood Groups
Weigh Next Steps

BY SOUTH END NEWS STAFF

AsFoodie’sMarkets prepares toclose
its longtime South End grocery at

1421 Washington Street this June,
new information is emerging about
what may — and may not — come
next for the site.

Earlier this month, The Croft
School confirmed it would no lon-
ger pursue plans to lease the former
Foodie’s space, citingthe intensity of
community concern and a desire to

avoid further division. Schoolleaders
said they remain committed to the
South End but will look elsewhere
for a consolidated location.
Multiple neighborhood associa-
tions — including the Blackstone/
Franklin Square Neighborhood As-

Continued on page 7
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A\ SUNDAY
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Lunar New Year Family Celebration

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Pao Arts Center, 99 Albany St., Chinatown
Family-friendly celebration featuring hands-on art activities, cultural
workshops, and performances welcoming the Year of the Horse.

Info: www.paoariscenter.org

2026 marks the Year of the Horse in the Lunar New Year zodiac. The Horse is traditionally associated with energy, independence, confidence,
optimism, and forward momentum. Horse years are often described as times of movement, rebuilding, and renewed social connection.

Chinese New Year Lion Dance Parade & Cultural Village
Chinatown (Phillips Square and surrounding streets)
Annual Lion Dance parade and cultural village with live

performances, crafts, calligraphy, and food vendors celebrating
Lunar New Year. Free and open to the public.
Info: www.meetboston.com
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LAW OFFICES
Donald E. Green, P.C.

Everyone is going

For all your legal needs, call the Law Offices of Donald E. Green.

We concentrate on personal injury matters as well as criminal
defense, civil rights, immigration matters, wills & trusts,
Chapter 7 bankruptcy, real estate and sexual harassment claims.

Please call
at (617) 442-0050 or
email dgreen@donaldegreen.com
or agreen@donaldegreen.com

After more than 30 years
in Dudley Square
we have moved.

Washington Park Mall (less than a mile
from our previous location) ===

=
330 Martin Luther King i -
Boulevard, Roxbury s

4




South End Library Closure
Draws City Council Action

BY SOUTH END STAFF

Boston City Councilor Miniard Culpep-
per, who represents District 9, has filed two
measures callingforgreater transparencyand
faster action on the reopening of the South
End Branch of the Boston Public Library,
which has been closed since April 2021 due
to repeated flooding. A full reopening is not
currently expected until at least 2027.

One filing orders a City Council hearing to
review the status and timeline of the project,
including the use of §32 million allocated
in the FY2026 capital budget, and to assess
the availability of temporary library services

duringthe prolongedclosure. The filingnotes
that nearly 50,000 South End residents have
beenwithoutaneighborhoodlibraryformore
than four years.

The second filing is a resolution urging the
City and the Boston Public Library to expe-
dite the reopening and immediately expand
temporary library services. It highlights the
disproportionate impact of the closure on
children, families, seniors, immigrants, and
low-incomeresidents, and callsfor consistent,
multi-day weekly library services until the
branch fully reopens.

Both measures were filed on February 11,
2026.

Boston Licensing Board Actions Highlight
Shifts in City’s Liquor License Landscape

BY SouTH END NEWS STAFF

The Boston Licensing Board approved sev-
eral actions in February that underscore how
thecity’s evolvingliquor-license framework is
reshaping restaurant turnover, property nego-
tiations, and neighborhood dining corridors,
including the South End.

AtitsFebruary 12 public meeting, the Licens-
ing Board approved the transfer of the former
B&G Oysters wine-and-malt liquor license at
550 Tremont Street to the property owner,
following the restaurant’s closure. According
to official board voting minutes, the transfer
was part of a negotiated resolution tied to the
shuttered restaurant’s tenancy. The license is
expectedto be used to attract a new restaurant
operator for the South End space, reflecting
the continued economic value of transferable
liquor licenses in Boston’s tightly regulated
SystemL.

The decision comes amid broader changes
to Boston’sliquor-licensingregime. In January,
the Licensing Board finalized new regulations
allowing existing beer-and-wine license hold-
ers to apply for non-transferable all-alcohol
licenses under updated Board Rule 1.08(R).

The rule streamlines the upgrade process for
qualifying restaurants while preventing resale
of the upgraded licenses, a move intended to
stabilize neighborhood dining rather than fuel
speculation.

These actions are unfolding alongside the
city’s implementation of a major state law
signed in 2024 that authorized 225 newliquor
licenses for Boston — the largest expansion
since Prohibition. Many ofthenewlicensesare
geographically restricted to specific neighbor-
hoods, including parts of the South End, and
are aimed at supporting small and mid-sized
restaurantshistoricallypricedoutofthelicense
market.

City officials say the combined effect of new
licenses, regulatory upgrades, and targeted
restrictions is meant to balance economic
development withneighborhood stability. The
City Council has scheduled oversight hear-
ings to monitor how the new licenses are
distributed and whether they meet equity and
small-business goals outlinedin the legislation.

More information: Boston Licensing Board,
Voting Minutes — February 12, 2026, City
of Boston www.boston.gov/departments/
licensing-board

Jackson

Continued from page 1

Black candidate to reach a Boston mayoral
general election, running on a platform of
multiracial, progressive coalition politics. He
called it the Rainbow Coalition.

That name matters. It was Mel King who
coined the term — right here in Boston.
Jackson saw what King was building and took
the concept national, making the Rainbow
Coalition the centerpiece of his 1984 and 1988
presidential campaigns. Boston’s South End

didn'tjust witness coalition politics. It helped
invent the language for it.

Jackson’s appearance at Concord Bap-
tist Church brought national attention
to King’s grassroots campaign at a piv-
otal moment in the city’s political his-
tory. It was classic Jackson: showing up
in person for unlikely coalitions when it
mattered.

Archival footage of the event is available
through the American Archive of Public
Broadcasting (WGBH): americanarchive.org/
catalog/cpb-aacip_15-hzo7wé7dio

Get local and advertise

your property in the South End News

For more information please email: sales@southendnews.com

BostonPlans.org | (&) @BostonPlans
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ENRICH.
ENGAGE.

TOGETHER.

Goddard House ofters residents enriching
everyday experiences aimed al promoting
independence, inspiring curiosity and
encouraging connection with others.

175 et

GODDARD
HOUSE

ENRICH.ENGAGE. TOSETHER

Spacious studia, one & two bedroom
ilpil_rtments

Concierge-stvle services & wellness offerings
nut Street,
e, MA

Award-winning brain healthy cuisine

Expansive dining, ftness,
technology & outdoor amenities
Onsite rehabilitation services
SAGECare Accreditation for
TLGBT Culwral Competency
Lnriched LIFE experiences and adventures

LGBTQ+ Cutural
Competency Training

sageccire

Olmsted Memory Support programs
backed by research and designed o weat
the symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease
Unique short-term and trial stay option
with “no minimum stay” requirement!

Stay as long or as short as you need.

Call to schedule a tour! 617.731.8500

City of Boston

mmm | Department

The City of Boston's Planning Department invites
residents to participate in planning that will help
shape the future of the City. You can sign up to
receive Planning Department emails and learn about
opportunities to get involved here: bosplans.org/
GetInvolved

El Departamento de Planificaciéon de la Ciudad de
Boston invita a los residentes a participar en una
planificacion que ayudara a determinar el futuro de la
ciudad. Puede registrarse para recibir correos
electronicos del Departamento de Planificacion y
obtener informacion sobre las oportunidades para
participar aqui: bosplans.org /GetInvolved

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director /Secretary
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SOUTH END CALENDAR

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23 TUESDAY, MARCH 3 SATURDAY, JUNE 6

Giving Voice to Our Soul:
Organ Anniversary Concert
7:00 PM
Cathedral of the Holy Cross, 1400 Washington St.
Fundraising concert celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the E. & G. G. Hook & Hastings
Organ, Opus 801. Featuring the Cathedral
Choir, trumpet soloist Richard Kelley, and
five world premieres by composer Richard J.
Clark. Suggested donation: $20 in support of
the Organ Restoration Fund.
More info: www.bostoncathedral.com/
organ-campaign

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

Pilot Block Neighborhood

Association Trivia Night

Arrive by 6:30 PM | Trivia begins at 7:00 PM

JJ Foley’s Café, 117 East Berkeley St
Neighborhood trivia night focused on com-

munity connectionandfriendly competition.

Open to individuals and teams. Tickets: $15

per person or $40 for teams of four.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28

Urbanity Dance Auditions (Boston)
Time TBD
Urbanity Dance, South End
Auditions for Urbanity Dance’s 2026 sea-
son. Opentodancersinterestedin contempo-
rary and community-centered performance.
Details: www.urbanitydance.org/events

South End Forum
6:15-8:15PM
AC Hote! Boston Downtown, 225 Albany St. (in
person and via Zoom)
Community forum featuring neighborhood
updates, housing and environmental issues
with Housing Chief Dillon, introduction of
the new Chief of Streets, public safety plan-
ning,and recommendations fromthe Working
Group on Addiction & Recovery. Open to all
South End residents.
www.facebook.com/share/g/1CPIQbPMf7/

SATURDAY, MARCH 28

Dog Licensing & Low-Cost
Rabies Clinic (South End)
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Animal Rescue League of Boston, 10 Chandler St.
City-run clinic offering dog licensing and
affordable rabies vaccinations for Boston
residents.
Info: www.boston.gov/departments/
animal-care-and-control

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7

South End Spring Stroll
Evening hours TBD
Throughout the South End
Annualneighborhood shopping anddining
event featuring extended hours and special
programming at local businesses.
Info: www.southebd.org

Boston Pride for the People
Parade & Festival
Time and locations TBD

Boston Pride for the People announced
that Boston’s 2026 Pride celebration will take
placeon Saturday,June 6, markingadeparture
from the event’s long-standing schedule on
the second Saturday in June. The celebra-
tion willinclude a parade and public festival.
Additional details, including parade routes,
festivallocation,and performers, are expected
closer to Pride Month.

Info: www.bostonprideforthepeople.org

SATURDAY, JUNE 20

South End Garden Tour
Daytime hours TBD
Various South End locations

Self-guided tour of private and com-
munity gardens throughout the South End.
Info: www.southendgardentour.org

ONGOING / NEW

South End Stoop Sessions
(Podcast Launch)

New podcast collaboration between the
South End Business Alliance and South
End Local featuring conversations with
neighborhood business owners, artists, and
residents. The first episode features Mad-
eleine Brason of Madeleine’s Candy Shop.
Listen: https://shorturl.at/CJcUB

BLACK HISTORY EVENT

Historical Marker Unveiling at United South End Settlements

Embrace Boston and United South End
Settlements will host a special Historical
Marker Unveiling recognizing United South
End Settlements’ role in Boston’s social, cul-
tural, and civic history as part of the citywide
Everyone250 campaign.

Theevent commemorates USES’ inclusion
asan officially recognized historical site ahead

of the250th anniversary of the United States.
Embrace Boston will present a commemo-
rative plaque honoring the organization’s
long-standing impact in the South End and
its service to generations of Boston families.

The public ceremony will feature past and
current USES board members, local officials,
community partners, and USES families.

The gathering is intended as a warm, uplift-
ing celebration of Black history, community
leadership, and neighborhood legacy.

Date: Friday, February 27,2026

Time: 10:00-11:00 a.m.

Location: USES Courtyard, 36 Rutland St.,
Boston

Admission: Free and open to the public

-_

FOLLO

@SOUTHENDNEWS

us!

LIKE
SHARE
FOLLOW

| M

A

43/375

7 -]

Publishers Emeritus:
Jeff Coakley
Sue O'Connell
Editor-in-Chief:
Sue O'Connell
sue.southendnews@gmail.com
Editorial Design Manager:
Julie Walker Palmer
Contributing Writers:
Jules Becker
Letters to the editor:
letters@southendnews.com
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Display Advertising:
sales@baywindows.com

Classified Advertising:
sales@southendnews.com

© 2025 South End News Inc.
PO BOXE14,
Boston, MA 02127

The SouthEndNews is acopyrighted publication.
Anystoriesor photoscontained herein maynotbe
reproducedinwholeorin part without the express
written permission of the publisher. The South
EndNews willnot assume financial responsibility
for typographical errors in advertisements.
Questions or complaints regarding advertising
must be sentin writing to the billing department
within seven days of publication in order for
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the right to use our discretion in accepting or
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not responsible for damages due totypographical
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with editing and compiling articles. All reporting,
writing, and final editorial decisions are made by
human journalists.

South End News is published every other Thursday.

www.southendnews.com
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LETTERS POLICY

To be considered for publication, letters must be
no longer than 500 words; refrain from extreme
personal attacks; be signed and include an address
and daytime telephone number. Writers should
refrain from making incorrect statements since
they may be barred from future issues. Deadline
is noon Tuesday for Thursday's paper. To send us
letters: Mail to PO BOX E14, Boston, MA 02127;
E-mail: leters@southendnews.com
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SERVICE GUIDE
P. Stones

CONTRACTING INC.

SPECIALIZING IN HISTORIC RESTORATION

PROVIDING QUALITY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
to the BOSTON AREA

REsIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FREE ESTIMATES
24 Hour SERVICE

Dedicated to Customer Service since 1971

Masonry + General Contracting
Roofing: Rubber, Shingle, Slate, Copper
Ornamental Windows: Siils, Headers, Moldings

Basement Floors - Caulking & Waterproofing 61 7 5422000

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED | 30 YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS AND REFERRALS WWWl dS_e I e Ctri C . Com

Office: 781-848-6922 | Fax: 781-848-6923
Cell: 617-592-0850 | pstonescontracting@hotmail.com

Mass License #14580A

F OXT O P ST N g O | ——
Remodeling LLC.

Paul Oempsey

BHoard Hanging + Veneer Plaster

Demo + Water Damage Repair
All Types of Finishes
Renaovatians

Plaster Medallions AN Jf" |
& N\
Plaster Moldings == .T e ”
)_|_'_"=E

HICH1SE265

Call us today at [B17] 224-B544 |

Service Guide Ads Get Results
For more information email sales@southendnews.com
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Black History Month

Continued from page 1

Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives across
Washington, D.C. federal buildings, the De-
partment of Defense “mistakenly removed” a
webpage honoring Jackie Robinson’sservicein
the U.S. Army. The public outery was swift. In
2023 to kick off Black History Month, Florida
Governor DeSantisrolledouthislistofbanned
booksbyBlackauthors-includingthe worksby
Harvardprofessorand PBS Finding Your Roots
host Henry Louis Gates Jr. was in the lineup.
From its inception, Black History has
been the subject of criticism. Dr. Carter G.
‘Woodson—the Father of Black History—es-
tablished Negro History Week in 1926, delib-
eratelychoosing Februarytocoincide withthe
birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick
Douglass. His aim was to ensure that Black
achievements, struggles, and contributions
would not be omitted from the American
story. A century later, the resistance to Black
History Month only underscoresitsnecessity.

The Civil War continues...

For example, in 2017, Trump’s White House
Chief of Staff, John Kelly, depicted Confeder-
ate General Robert E. Lee as “an honorable
man” and asserted that “the lack of an ability
to compromise led to the Civil War.” Those
remarks only deepened the nation’s divide
and misunderstanding over slavery and its
legacy. That Kelly—Boston-born, no less—
made these comments on Laura Ingraham’s

Fox News show was perhaps unsurprising.

Kelly's framing reflects a troubling moral
relativism, one that suggests there is no
absolute truth about the Civil War—only
competing narratives shaped by individual or
cultural perspective. In doing so, it minimizes
the central role of slavery and blurs the moral
clarity history demands.

Why does this history matter?

Had John Kelly been better versed in Civil
War history, he would know that when the
war ended, Robert E. Lee refused to be buried
in his Confederate uniform. He also urged his
followers to put away their flags, warning that
their continued display as acts of defiance
wouldamounttotreason. Lee understoodthat
reconciliation requiredan end to Confederate
symbolism—not its preservation.

Moreover, Lee's great-great-grandson,
Robert E. Lee V, echoed this sentiment. In
the summer following the violent unrest in
Charlottesville over the planned removal of
Lee’s statue, he addressed the proliferation of
Confederate symbols across the South:

“First and foremost, if it can avoid any days
like this past Saturday in Charlottesville, then
take them down today. That’s not what our
family isat allinterestedin, and that's not what
wethink GeneralLee would want whatsoever.”

White Americans—Ilike Kelly—must learn
the full and accurate history of the Civil War.
Without an honest reckoning, the nation’s
ability to heal, reconcile, and move forward
remains compromised

Assault on civil rights

Many African Americans would contest
that before the election of Obama as the
post-racial president that the benefits from
the gains of the 1960s civil rights movement
were losing ground. It’s easy to assess what
those gains actually were, giventhe deliberate
and sustained strategies that have successfully
diminished or dismantled them from then to
the present. Asamemberofthe first generation
of African Americans tobenefit from the gains
of the 1960s civil rights movement, it's heart-
breaking to witness where we are at today.

Considerafewexamples.Affirmative Action,
implementedin 1965, effectivelyendedin 2023.
Diversity, Equity,andInclusion(DEI) initiatives
gained broadpublictractionafterthemurderof
George Floyd in 2020, only to berolled back by
2025. In fact, Black progress has largely stalled
sincethecivilrightsera acrosskey indicators—
entrepreneurship, homeownership, income,
health outcomes, education, employment, and
wealth, to name just a few. A 2015 report, The
Color of Wealthin Boston, revealed thattheme-
dian net worth of U.S.-born Black households
in Greater Boston was a mere $8. However,
the shrinking or retraction of black civil rights
gains is nothing new. The Reconstruction era
was to remedy the country’s race problem and
disparities after the Civil War. It began in 1865
and ended in 1877.

Critical Race Theory, which has beentaught
in law schools since the mid-1970s, seeks to
analyze and address these persistent poor
outcomes. It entered the broader public con-

sciousness—andwas swiftlydemonized—with
The New York Times 1619 Project,developed by
Nikole Hannah-Jones in2019. The backlashin-
tensifiedin2020, when President Trump issued
Executive Order 13950, aimed at combating
what he characterized as race- and sex-based
“stereotyping” of white men.

The late Harvard legal scholar Derrick Bell
(1930-2010), widely regarded as the godfather
of Critical Race Theory, warned that civilrights
victories are often short-lived. They are met
with fierce resistance and backlash when they
threaten the interests or comfort of the white
majority—whetherrichor poor,urban orrural,
educated or illiterate, liberal or conservative.

Still here

The backlash against Black History Monthis
not new. It is now a century old—and deeply
rooted in the persistent refusal to confront
America’sracialhistory honestly. The creation
of Black History Month was never intended
by Woodson to be divisive but rather to
educate all Americans of African Americans’
contributions in a shared, though complex,
history. With 250 years of slavery followed
by 90 years of Jim Crow and then 60 years of
“separate butequal” discriminatory practices,
those hidden voice and stories have shaped
not only our communities but, in turn, this
nation. Black History Month stands not as
a footnote to American History but rather
reminds us that a nation cannot be whole
unless it remembers itself fully -uncensored,
unredacted and unerased.

Theater

Continued from page 1

Regrettably, Hamill is now making the same
mistake with Louisa May Alcott’s 19th-century
classic Little Women, which she has adapted
foran Actors’ Shakespeare Projectproduction
at the Mosesian Center for the Arts. As with
her efforts on The Odyssey, her stage version
of Little Women seems to pay more attention
to an agenda than to the actual essence of the
original work. Adding to the problems with
the ASP staging is Shana Gozansky’s uneven
and often overdone direction.

Alcott’s remarkably affecting novel fo-
cuses on the very different four March “little
women’"—]Jo, Amy, Beth, and Meg—andtheir
deep family unity with their warm, caring
mother, whom they call Marmee, as they
await the return of their father, who is fight-
ing for the Union in the Civil War. A per-
suasive adaptation should trust the novel’s
clear characterizations, sibling rivalries, and
romantic entanglements without resorting
to unnecessary preachiness. Unfortunately,
Hamill avoids nuance and understatement
in favor of unnecessary highlighting—even
suggesting an instance of sexual harassment
when a publisher puts his arm around the
budding writer Jo.

While the ASP cast members often try to
make their portrayals compelling, they are
sometimes stymied by Gozansky's directorial
missteps. Olivia Fenton as Meg comes across
as somewhat petulant in the early going. By
contrast, Kaila Pelton-Flavin often seems too
passive as the fragile Beth. Chloe McFarlane
has the right feistiness as adventurous Amy,

especially in aggressive exchanges with her
writing sister Jo. Aislinn Brophy convinces as
serious-mindedJo; atthe sametime, she dem-
onstrates both spirit and wit with the equally
appealingjonah Barrickloas striking neighbor
Laurie, particularly during an early shoeless
romantic moment. Sarah Newhouse, as Mar-
mee, hasallof the wise mother’s strength and
sweetness as she keeps her daughters in tow.

There are moments when Beth contends
that nothing lasts forever. Given the ongoing
timeliness of Alcott’s novel—evidenced in
part by numerous entertaining filmand stage
versions—Little Women is likely to disprove
Beth’s contention. As time goes by, the same
should not be said about Hamill’s disappoint-
ing adaptation.

Penelope, The Lyric Stage Company

of Boston, through March 1. 617-585-5678
or LyricStage.com

A careful reading of Homer’s Odyssey may
leave many readers finding Greek hero Odys-
seus’ wife, Penelope, as intriguinga character
as her husband. After all, Homer presents
the clever spouse weaving and re-weaving
a tapestry in Ithaca in order to strategically
put off the suitors pressuring her and remain
faithful toher husband until hisreturn.Clearly,
composer Alex Bechtel and co-writers Grace
McLean and Eva Steinmetz have taken their
cues from Homer's epic in focusing on this
resourceful heroine in their thoughtful mu-
sical Penelope. Under Courtney O’Connor’s
attentive direction, very talented actress Ai-
mee Dohertyexuberantly handlesthe various
demands of this one-actor work, along with

Aimee Doherty in Lyric Stage's 'Penelope.’ Photo by Nile Hawver/Nie Scott Shots.

sharp veteran music director Dan Rodriguez
and four fellow musicians (Marissa Licata
on violin, Ethan Wood on viola, Kett Lee on
violoncello, andJosh Goldman onpercussion).

Bothregal andjaunty as Penelope, Doherty
captures the Ithacan queen’s responsible
naturein Odysseus’ absenceand hersingular
faithfulness to her husband, as well as an
energetic embrace of both music and dance.
A particularly striking sequence involves
lyrics that move from the idea of elements of
nature having work to do to Penelope’s own
resolute determination to follow through on
her responsibilities. Doherty’s wide-ranging

portrayal effectively moves from concern
about her absent son, Telemachus, and frus-
tration as she waits for her husband—even
smartly questioning his delay, as other Greek
warriors have already returned—to a wistful
appreciation of the bed she holds for them
alone, and finally to a hopeful closure sug-
gested in Homer's epic.

Audience members of all genders should
warm to Penelope as a timely reminder of
the importance of the home front in times
of war. Doherty’s radiant performance does
full justice to Homer’s remarkably patient
heroine.



Foodies

Continued from page 1

sociation, Worcester Square Area Neighbor-
hoodAssociation, East Berkeley Neighborhood
Association, and the South End Business Alli-
ance—arenow working alongside the Boston
Mayor’s Office on next steps.

At the same time, some community mem-
bersareurgingrealismaboutwhether another
grocery store is viable at the site.

In a post to the South End Community

Board, Jack O’Leary questioned whether calls
for a replacement grocer overlook Foodie’s
own explanation for leaving. “Foodie’s was
an excellent operator,” O'Leary wrote, noting
that the company chose to exit the South End
while remaining in South Boston. Foodie’s
owner Victor G. Leon said in a statement that
continuing at 1421 Washington Street would
have required significant capital investment
toupgrade the aging building and mechanical
systems — a level of long-term financial risk
the company determined was not feasible

given current economic conditions facing
independent grocers.

Q'Learyalso pointed out thatthe neighbor-
hood iscurrently served by Whole Foods, Star
Market, and Tropical Foods on Melnea Cass
Boulevard, and suggested the community
consideralternativeusesforthe site, including
affordable daycare, health services, a remote
city service center, orexpanded public-school
space.

Others expressed skepticismabout whether
the space will remain commercial at all. In a
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separate post,Joshua R. O’'Donoghue predicted
thebuilding couldultimately be torndownand
replaced with condominiums — potentially
leaving the neighborhood without either a
grocery store or a school.

Leon has reiterated that the closure is not
theresultofpressure from anothertenant. The
storeisexpected toremainopenthroughearly
June, with staffaskingneighborsfor continued
kindness and support duringits finalmonths.

As discussions continue, the future of 1421
Washington Street remains undecided.

NOTICE AND ORDER: Petition for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: Petition for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor

Docket No. SU26P0061GD

Docket No. SU26P0060GD

C Ith of Massachusetts, The Trial Court, Probate & Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court, 24 New Chardon Street, Boston, MA 02114

C Ith of M. b The Trial Court, Probate & Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court, 24 New Chardon Street, Boston, MA 02114

In the interests of Daysha G. Gonzalez Velasquez of Boston, MA Minor

In the interests of Dilham Jose Velasquez Velasquez of Boston, MA Minor

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a Petition for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor
filed 0n01/14/2026 by Samar J. A. Velasquez Medina ofBoston, MAand YeseniaM. Santos
Jimenezof Hyde Park, MAwill be held 02/26/2026 09:30 AM Guardianshipof Minor Hearing
Located 24 New Chardon St., 3rd l,, Probation Dept., Boston MA, 02114,
2. Response to Petition: You may respond by filing a written response fo the Petition or
by appearing in person at the hearing. If you choose ta file a written response, you need
to: File the original with the Court; and Mail a copy to all interested parties at least five
(5) business days before the hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor (or an adult on behalf of the minor) has the right to
request that counsel be appointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a parent of the minor child who is the subject of this
proceeding you have the right to be represented by anattorney. If you want an attorney and
cannotafford to pay for one and ifyou give proof that you are indigent, an attorney will be
assigned toyou. Your request for an attorney should be made immediately by fillingout the
Application of Appointment of Counsel form. Submit the application form in person or
by mail at the court location where your case is going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A minor aver age 14 has the right to be present at
any hearing, unless the Court finds that it is not in the minar's best interests.

NOTICE TO ALLINTERESTED PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a Petition for Appointment of Guardian of a Minar
filed on 01/14/2026 by Samar J.A. Velasquez Medina of Boston, MAand Yesenia M. Santos
Jimenezof Hyde Park, MAwill be held02/26/2026 09:30 AM Guardianship of Minor Hearing
Located 24 New Chardon St., 3rdfl., Probation Dept., Boston MA, 02114.
2. Response to Petition: You may respond by filing a written response fo the Petition or
by appearing in person at the hearing. Ifyou choose to file a written response, you need
to: File the original with the Court; and Mail a copy to all interested parties at least five
(5} business days before the hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minar (or an adult on behalf of the minor) has the right to
request that counsel be appointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a parent of the minor child who is the subject of this
proceeding you havethe right o be represented by anattorney. If you want an attorney and
cannot afford to payfor one and ifyou give proof that you are indigent, an attorney will be
assigned toyou. Your request for an attorney should be made immediately by fillingout the
Application of Appointment of Counsel form. Submit the application form in person or
by mail at the court location where your case is going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: A minor over age 14 has the right to be present at
any hearing, unless the Court finds that it is not in the minar's best interests.

ORDER TO PETITIONER(S)
IT1S ORDERED THAT copies of this Notice and the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of
a Minor be served in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more years of age and not the petitioner),
the guardian, the parents of the minor, and any other person i ordered by the Court, atleast
fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing date listed ahove. Service must be made by
sheriff, constable, or ather person approved by the Court.
If Service in hand cannot be accomplished on any interested party, IT IS ORDERED that
copies of this Notice and the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor be served
ontheinterested party by leaving at and mailing by regular first class mail to last and usual
place of residence of the interested party at least fourteen (14) days prior fo the date of
hearing listed above.
If the identityor whereaboutsof an inferested partyis notknown, ITIS FURTHER ORDERED
that copies of this Not dPetiionfor App it ofGuardianofaMinor be served anall
interested persons at least fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing date by mailing first class
mail andby publishing acopyofthe Order and Notice once inSouth End News, South Boston,
MA publication to be at least Seven (7) days priorto the hearing date.
If required, service an the United States Veteran Administration and the Department of
Children and Families may be accomplished by regular first class mail at least Seven (7)
days prior to the hearing.

ORDERTO PETITIONER(S)
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of this Notice and the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of
a Minor be served in hand on the minor, (if 14 or more years of age and not the petitioner),
the guardian, the parents of the minar, and any other person if ordered by the Court, at least
fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing date listed above. Service must be made by
sheriff, constable, or other person approved by the Court.
If Service in hand cannot be accomplished on any interested party, IT IS ORDERED that
copies of this Notice and the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor be served
onthe interested party by leaving at and mailing by regular first class mail to last and usual
place of residence of the interested party at least fourteen (14) days prior to the date of
hearing listed abave.
I the identity orwhereaboutsof an interested partyis not known, IT IS FURTHER ORDERED
that copies of this Notice and Pet tion for Appointment of Guardian ofa Minor be servedonall
interested persons at least fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing date by mailing first class
mail and by publishing 2 copyofthe Order and Notice once in South End News, South Boston,
MA publication to be at least Seven (7) days prior to the hearing date.
I required, service on the United States Veteran Administration and the Department of
Children and Families may be accomplished by regular first class mail at least Seven (7)
days prior to the hearing.

THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An impartant court proceeding that may affect your rights
has been scheduled. If you do not understand this natice or other court papers, please
contact an attorney for legal advice.

THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An important court proceeding that may affect your rights
has been scheduled. If you do not understand this notice or other court papers, please
contact an attorney for legal advice.

Date: January 30, 2026 StephanieL Everett, Esq, Register of Probate

Date: January 30, 2026 StephanieL Everett, Esq, Registerof Probate

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Docket No. SU26P0209EA

ORDER FORSERVICE BY Commonwealth of g\:s;achuseﬂs
rial Coun
PUBLICATION & MAILING Probate and Family Court

Estate of: Stephen J. Finn; Also know as: Stephen John Finn
Date of Death: 04/04/2025

Bernie Lucyanne Noel vs. Wynschel Laurent

To all interested persons: A Peftition for Formal | Suffolk Probate and
Adjudication of Intestacy and Appointment of Personal Family C
Representative has been filed by Benjamin Todd Kellogg amily Court

of Orlando, FL requesting that the Court enter a formal | 24 New Chardon Street
Decree and Order and for such other relief as requested

in the Petition. The Petitioner requests that: Matthew J. | Boston, MA02114
Dupuy of West Yarmouth, MA be appointed as Personal

Representative(s) of said estate to serve Without Surety (6171788-8300
onthe bond in unsupervised administration.

Upon motion of plaintiff for an order | Docket No.SU26D0160DR

directing the defandant to appear,
plead, or answer, in accordance with | Suffolk Probate and Family Gourt
Mass.R.Civ.P/Mass.R.Dom.Rel.PRule 4, 24 New Chardon Street

it appearing to the court that this is an Boston, MA 02114
action for Divorce 1B. (617) 788-8300

You have the rightto obtain a copyof the Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. You have aright to cbject
to this proceeding. To do 50, you or your attorney must file a written appearance and objection at this Court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the retum day of 03/20/2026.

This s NOT  hearing date, but a deadline by which you must file a written appearance and objection if you
object to this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely written appearance and objection followed by an affidavit
of objections within thirty (30) days of the return day, action may be taken without further notice toyou.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed under the MUPC in an unsupervised administration is not required to
file an inventory or annual accounts with the Court. Persons interested in the estate are entitied to notice
regarding the administration directly from the Personal Representative and may petition the Court in any
matter relating tothe estate, including the distribution of assets and expenses of administration.

Pursuant to Supplemental Probate Court Rule 411, an Automatic Restraining Order
has been entered against the above named parties. Defendant cannot be found within
the Commonwealth and hisfher present whereabouts are unknown. Personal service
ondefendant is therefore not practicable, and defendant has not voluntarily appeared
inthis action.

It is Ordered that defendant is directed to appear, plead, answer, or otherwise move
with respect to the complaint herein on or before April 02, 2026. If you fail to do so
this Court will proceed toa hearing and adjudication of this matter.

WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers, First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 06, 2026 Stephanie L. Everett, Esq, Register of Probate

It is further Ordered that the accompanying summons be published once in the
South End News a newspaper published in: P.0. Box E14 Boston, MA 02127 the
publication to be 20 days at least before said retum day. It is further Ordered that
a copy of the summons be mailed to the defendant at his/her last known address by
registered or certified mail.

Date: 2/3/2026 Thomas J Barber, Justice of Probate and Family Court

1Angers Painting, Ine ;

T

T

Residential / Commercial

en il comes 1o painting and carpentry,

we're the Angels you've been looking for.

Interior & Exterior Painting
Historic Home Painting
Carpentry
Wood Refinishing
Deck Stainging
Plastering & Drywall
Wallpaper Removal & Installation

Cell: (781) 640-5590 | Office: (508) 270-6841
Tim@angelspainting net | www angelspaintinginc.com

The South End News welcomes

letters to the editor.

All letters must be accompanied by a

mailing address and phone number.

Because of space limitations, letters
hould not be more than 200 words.

e-mail: letters@southendnews.com
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Insuring your most cherished possessions

Auto Home Business Condo Pel Insurance

8 Clarendon St Boston 617-437-9400
jjbodner.com



