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South End Political forum

explores local, citywide issues

BY MicHELE D. MANISCALCO

Perhaps inspired by the increasing
intensity of political interest inspired
hy the pl’ﬁSiElEmial primary season, The
Ellis South End Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (ESENA) hosted a South End
Political Forum at the Calderwood
Pavilion at the Boston Center for the
Arts on January 26 as an opportunity
for elected officials to inform constitu-
ents of what they are working on and

Continued on page 5

Atendees of the South End Polotical Forur;fs meeting on January 26.
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Feb. 7 is National Black
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

BY ERric BRUS

The 16th  annual Narional
Black HIV/AIDS Awarcness Day
(NBHAAD) is being observed on
Sunday, February 8. As has been the
case 5:" the past several years, d’lt
theme for NBHAAD in 2015 is: "l am

My Brother's/Sister's Keeper: FIGHT
HIV/AIDS!" According to NBHAAD
organizers, the primary purpose of the
event is © encourage Black Americans
wo:
*get educated abour HIV and
AIDS;

*get involved in community preven-
tion efforts;

eget tested to know their status; and

*get treated to receive the continu-
um of care needed to live with HIV/
AIDS.

To help youand your patientsor di-
ents prepare for and mark NBHAAD,

Continued on page 3

Mayor Walsh Announces $1 Million
Renovation for Ramsay Park

Community Efforts
in 2015 Inspire
Change

Mayor Marty Walsh announced at
the State of the City Address on Janu-
ary 19th held at the Boston Symphony
Orchestra that the City would invest
$1 million into renovating Ramsay
Park on the border of the South End
and Roxbury. The money will be used

to upgrade the tennis and basketball
courts and the playground and also ©
add a water feature and more to the
pal'k.

It sarted in the snowy winter
months of 2015 when area stakehold-
ers gathered together in St. Augustine
and St. Martin’s Church basement to
talk about current conditions of the
park and whar could be done 1o bring
positive activity to Ramsay Park. Many
children who lived right next to the

park were not allowed by their parents
to play there due to prior gun violence
and current dl'\lg and alcohol use. Rep-
resentatives from area nnn-pmﬁts, the
D4 police, city and state officials, lo-
cal churches and tenant associations
developed a pages long list of activities
big and small that would get children
aﬂd fdmiﬁﬁ out to é’lﬁ pa]'k Eﬂd hDPﬁ'
fully deter the more negative behavior.

Continued on page 5
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Call for Shots Fired Lands
One in Police Custody

SuBMITTED BY BPD

At about 10:40pm, on Tuesday, Jan-
vary 26, 2016, officers from District
B-2 (Roxbury) were on patrol in the
area of Melnea Cass Blvd and Wash-
ingron Street when they observed a
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motor vehide travelling in a restricted
travel lane designated for MBTA bus
waffic only. Upon seeing the vehicle
travelling in the restricted lane, officers
activated their emergency equipment
(].ig{lts and sirens) in an effort to stop

Continued on page 2
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B/FSNA shows
it's Heart of Gold

Feb. 11 college
scholarships
fundraiser

BY MICHELE D. MANISCALCO

‘The fun-loving folks of the Black-
stone/Franklin Square Neighborhood

Association hope to chase away your
winter doldrums with wine and choc-
olate, music and prizes ar this years
Heart of Gold fundraiser on Thursday,
February 11 from 6:00-8:00 PM at
the gallery@ArtBlock, 725 Harrison
Avenue.

Tidkers cost $25 and pmmcds

Continued on page 3

Image courtesy of Blackstone/Franklin Square Neighborhood Association
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Shots Fired

Continued from page 1

the motor vehidle. Prior to stopping the car, it
should be noted that officers had been advised of
and were aware of a call for shots fired that had
happened minutes earlier in dose proximity to
the area of the motor vehicle stwop. Specifically,
there had been a call for shots fired in the area of
1400 Washington Street involving three suspects.
One of the suspects was described asa black male
wearing a red-hooded sweatshirt while another
was described as a black male wearing a dark-
colored hooded sweatshirt. With the car stopped
in the area of Melnea Cass and Shawmut Ave,

While approaching the vehicle, officers noted
LEIEI t}lﬁ I}ﬂm‘lgﬁr was wcal‘ing rﬁi-miﬂ[ﬁd dDdl'
ing while the operator was wearing a black jacker
with a hood. Officers noted that both the opera-
tor and passenger appeared to be nervous given
the fact that both appeared to be breathing heav-
ily and reluctant to make eye contact with the of-
ficers. When officers asked the individuals where
they were coming from, both individuals gave
conflicting answers. In light of the conflicting
answers, nervous behavior, proximity to the ear-
lier call for shots fired and descriptions similar to
those wanted in connection to thart call, officers
feared the presence of a weapon. Consequentdy,
officers asked and instructed both individuals to

officers approached the vehidle. Continued on page 4
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PARKER HILL APARTMENTS

* Heat and Hot water always included » Modern Iaundry facilities « Private
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ASK DOG LADY

Advice on Pets, Life, Love

BY MONICA COLLINS

Dear Dog Lady,

My family has a small adorable dog who
will be eight-years-old in April. We all love
her to bits but she seems to love my mom the
most, which is no problem. I feed her, give
her plenty of attention and walk her. But, for
some reason, she's been going after my things
she finds on the floor when my room door is
open. It's never anyone else's things on the
floor either. The things she chews are always
specifically mine and this has been going on
for about a year at least. I have no clue why
but is she trying to tell me something? She's
also been going into a specific room that the
family doesn't use often and she pees and
vomits in there. What is she doing and how
can I help her feel less of a need to chew my
possessions? She does have toys to chew and
plays with them every day.

—Sophia

Dear Sophia,

You don’tprovide the name of your small,ador-
able dog so Dog Lady will call her “Miss Munch”
or Miss M. for short. Anyway, Miss M. chews your
things because you provide her the opportunity by
leaving your room door open. Also, since you're the
onewho feeds her, yoursmell isprobably particularly
tempting. Close your door. Pick your things off the
floor. You should see some resulls. Remember, Miss
C. does not chew your things because she’s mad at
you.And, yes, she's tiying to tellyou something: Keep
your room clean and your door closed.

About herpeeingandvomitingin the rarely used
room,well, that’s alittfemoretroubling. Make sure she
has been checked by the veterinariem. Also, nake sure
she is walked outside enough so she doesn’t feel the
need to pee inthe house. Cleanup herindoor messes
withabio-enzyme cleaner--Natures Miracle is one,
Simple Solution is another. These cleaners not only
take away the stain but the smell so Miss M. won't
return to the scene of the grime.

Dear Dog Lady,

We got Harley, a rescue dog (Yorkshire
terrier) whom we think is four-years-old. He's
a male dog that was never neutered and was
obviously abused by a man because he hates
my husband. When my husband tries to get
in bed the dog barks and goes to attack him.
He becomes vicious. I don't know what to do,

and my husband wants to give the dog away. 1
also have to have him wear a diaper because
although he is potty trained he marks his ter-
ritory randomly. Please help me. I know none
of this is his fault.

—Cheryl

Dear Cheryl,

Your last sentence is so poignant. Harley has
done nothing wrong. Is he neutered now? If not, he
should be snipped immediately. This is a very easy
veterinary process. And it should be inexpensive
because no reputable vet charges steeply for this
necessary procedyre. After Harley is neutered, he
should stop the piddle marking behavior Also, afler
neutering, he should be calnier and more anienable
toyour hubby and others.

And, please, do one veryimportant thing — ban
him from your bed. Harley is still leaming about
what’s kis and what's yours. Your bed belongs lo you
and your hushand, not Harley. Buy Harley his own
cozy bed and place it in the same room. For the first
few nights, direct kim to his nest. You can sweeten
the deal by including some small pieces of cooked
chicken on his pillow.

Dear Dog Lady,

On dating website, I had been writing
back and forth with a man who described
himself as a 57-year-old lawyer. In his photo,
he had a nice smile. In his emails, he men-
tioned grown children, an ex-wife, butno pets.
I finally asked him if he had any animals at
home and he wrote me back a startling reply:
“No, I don’thave pets and I don’t want to date
a woman with a dog. I can barely stand cats. 1
have no allergies, exceptto women with dogs.
Hope you don’t have one.”

I do have a dog I love very much so
I didn't write this guy back. But I wonder
about someone who has an aggressive dislike
of women with dogs. Do you think this sort
of thing will be a problem as I start dating?
(I'madivorced 54-year-old woman who hasn’t
dated for 30 years.)
—Ellen

Dear Fllen,

Youhaveto meetin personto determine ifthere’s
any chemistry. Whenamanreally likesyou and desires
toknow you better, he won't care ifyou harbor a dog,
azebra,oranaardvark. The lawyer sounds like a man
withrigid standards. Maybe he's been bumed by anex
witha Rex. Ormiaybe he believes asinglewomanwith
adogwill give him less attention. Youdon t needsuch
selfishthinking inyour life. Youwereright to write him
offwithout an argument. In the digital meet market,
nothing is real until you actually meet face-to-face.

Go to wwwaskdoglady.com to read chapters
from “Book of Shorty: A Little White Dog Leads
Me Home" on the new blog,
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* FREE PARKING

* LARGEST SELECTION
* CASE DISCOUNTS

LIQUOR & WINE

BEST OF BOSTON WINNER

500 FEET FROM SOUTH BAY SHOPPING CENTER
1033 MASS. AVE., BOSTON « 617-445-0560

SUPERBOWL TY_HEADOUARTERS

Sale Ends February 7th * We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities

Sam Adams 12pk bot/can (all types) .........$12.99+ § Smirnoff Vodka 1.75L (all flavors) .............$18.99
Harpoon 12pk bot/can (all types) .............$12.99+ M Bacardi Rum Lt & Dk 1.75L .......cccosvere0nn..$18.99
Blue Moon 12pk bot/can (all types)..........512.99+ | Captain Morgan Rum 1.75L........cccrveve00e.$21.99
Sierra Nevada 12pk bot/can (all types)......$12.99+ | Johnnie Walker Red Scotch 1.75L...............$29.99
Stella Artois 12pk bot ........ovcecviviinirnnnn.$13.99+ [l Fireball Cinnamon Whisky 1.75L ...............$24.99
Guinness 12pk bot/can (all types) ............$13.99+ B Hennessy VS 750ml.......cccccvnuiinninnnniiiinnenns. $28.99
Yuengling 12pk bot/can (all types)..............$9.99+ § Espolon Tequila Blanco & Reposado 750ml.. $19.99
Heineken Reg & Lt 24 loose case 120z bot/can $22.79+ | Barefoot Cellars 1.5L (all varietals)................$8.99
Corona Reg & Lt 24 loose case 120z bot ..$23.79+ | Bota Box 3.0L (all varietals) ...........cc...........$14.99
Budweiser Reg & Lt 30pk 120z can..........$20.99+ § Apothic Wines 750ml (all varietals) ..............$7.99
Coors Banquet & Lt 30pk 120z can .........$20.99+ M La Marca Prosecco 750ml ....ccvvicviieinnienn.$10.99
Downeast Cider Original & Variety 9pk can ..$13.99 | Bartenura Moscato 750ml..........coevuriniiennnsn. $8.99

617.445.0560

B/FSNA

Continued from page 1

from admission and raffle ticket sales will fund
B/FSNA’s book and supply scholarships award-
ed to college students living in the South End.
Ul'han Gmi)ﬁ Wiu ?mvida wi]'lC 5)]’ {aﬁ{ing al‘ld
Taza Chocolate will supply the chocolate tasting
supplemented with refreshments courtesy of Es-
ragon and Foodies Urban Market.

‘The Factory Trio, feamring former B/ESNA
scholarship recipient and Berklee College of Mu-
sic alumnus Mat Hull, will reurn o warm up
the winter night with swinging jazz.

B/FSNA board members Lisa Jenks and An-
drew Parthum are the co-chairs of this year's
event, which offers a different atmosphere and
format this year to keep things fresh. Former
Heart of Gold co-chair David Wisholek ex-
plained, “This time, we are having a more casual
event and we lowered the price point for tickets,
It is our thought to alternate years with a formal

event followed by a more casual event. We are
hoping that the lower ticket price on the casual
years helps to engage neighbors that might find it
harder to come to the more formal event.”

This year, a raffle takes the place of the si-
lent and live auction, stll offering a wide array
of items and experiences, induding a weck ar
Wisholek’s and partmer Christopher McBride’s
Provincetown getaway. B/FSNA will also offer
guests the opportunity to sponsor scholarships at
various monetary levels.

In the ten years since the scholarship pro-
gram began with a 2006 fundraiser in founder
Andrew Parthums apartment, the number of
$1,000-$2,500 scholarships awarded has grown
exponentially. Wisholek and schoolteacher Mec-
Bride moved from the South End w the suburbs
last eyar but continue their involvement with
the scholarship program that means so much to
them.

Wisholek explained, “Even though we don't
live in the South End, we are lucky enough to siill
own a condo in the BFESNA neighborhood asso-

ciation. Since we still have ties in the B/FSNA
arca, Christopher and I didn't think twice about
continuing our participation in the scholarship
program. We are very passionate about helping
local students. This program allows all involved
to make a difference in the lives of our local South
End recipients directly by offering not only the
scholarships, but also a network of caring naiﬁl—
bors that wotk together to make a positive im-
pact.”

Jenks commented via e-mail, “Raising funds
to support our very own south end youth to
help send them off to college or trade school
with money in their pockets for the never end-
ing expenses of books and school supplies gives
students confidence and strength needed to begin
a very new life away from the community where
they grew up.”

Please visit blackstonefranklin.org to purchase
tickets or e-mail BESNA@blackstonefranklin.org
for further details.
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Awareness

Continued from page 1

we have compiled an annotated list of online
resources focusing on HIV/AIDS in the Black/
African American community.

Fact Sheets and Reports

HIV Among African Americans. Fact sheet
from the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC). www.cde.gov/hiv/ group/racial-
ethnic/africanamericans/index html

HIV in the United States: At a Glance, This
CDC report discusses the high rates of HIV in-
fection seen among African Americans. www.
cdc.gov/hiv/statistics/overview/ataglance huml

Diagnoses of HIV Infection and AIDS in the
United States and Dependent Areas, 2014. This
123-page CDC report indudes detailed infor-
mation about HIV and AIDS cases and deaths
among Blacks/African Americans and other ra-
cial/cthnic groups. Breakdowns are also provid-
ed by age, gender, HIV transmission category,
and geographic region. heep://www.cdc.gov/hiv/
pdt/library/reports/surveillance/cdc-hiv-surveil-
lance-report-us.pdf

Black Americans and HIV/AIDS. This three-
page fact sheet from the Kaiser Family Founda-
tion was last updated in 2014. It provides de-
tailed information on HIV/AIDS among Black
Americans in the following topic areas: snapshot
of the epidemic, key trends and current cases,
women and yDu]'lg pa]plc, gﬂy E]'ld bmal
men, HIV transmission, geographic distribu-
tion of cases, access to and use of health care,
HIV testing, and opinions about HIV/AIDS,

hetp://kff.org/disparities-policy/fact-sheet/
black-americans-and-hiv-aids

Selected Organizations and Websites

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
Website: This site provides background informa-
tion about the awareness day, links to resources,
a facility to register for NBHAAD events, and
information about the Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities HIV/AIDS awareness ini-
tiative. You can also order or download PDFs of
posters and postcards to raise awareness of HIV/
AIDS in the Black community. heep://national-
blackaidsday.org/

NMAC: The NMAC website has extensive
resources in support of its mission to develop
leadership in communities of color to end the
HIV/AIDS epidemic. heep://www.nmac.org/

HIV/AIDS Resource Center for African
Americans: This section on  TheBody.com
website has links to numerous resources about
HIV/AIDS in the Black community, as well as
links to recent news artides, opinion pieces, and
personal stories. htep://www.thebody.com/con-
tent/46201/hivaids-resource-center-for-african-
americans.html

Eric Brus is the Director of Health Informa-
tion at AIDS Action Commitree. This report is
produced by the Health Library of the AIDS
Action Committee in collaboration with the
New England AIDS Education and Training
Center Minority AIDS Inidative Project. The
full version is available online.
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Reports of Door-to-Door Scams

Mayor Martin J. Walsh reminded Boston
residents today to be cautious of consumer
scams, There have been recent reports of
people going door-to-door throughout Bos-
ton neighborhoods asking residents to show
electric bills, claiming to be with the com-
pany Eversource, and sometimes pressuring
residents to pay electric bills or face shut-off.

If residents encounter the above, it's pos-
sible that it is a scam.

Call 911 and report any incidents to the
Boston Police Department.

A legitimate utility company typically
will not go door-to-door except in the case of
an emergency.

Utilities also will not demand that

residents pay with a prepaid credit card or
be shut-off, or ask to meet at a store that sells
such cards, or demand bank information, or
use other scare tactics of this type.

Residents are encouraged to never show
a utility bill to an unknown party, or reveal
private information, as this info can be used
maliciously.

Who Pulled Off the Greatest Art Heist?

Author Stephen Kurkjian
at SE Library

On Tuesday, February 9 at 6:30 PM, the
Pulitzer-prize-winning Boston Globe veteran
and Spotlight reporter, Stephen Kurkjian, will
be at the South End library. He will give you
the latest update on what happened since he
wrote Master Thieves: The Boston Gangsters
Who Pulled Off the Greatest Art Heist in the
Waorld, the hair-raising account of the halfa-
billion-dollar theftof irreplacable works of art
in 1990. Seating is limited.

Pulitzer-prize-winning editor and inves-
tigative reporter Stephen Kurkjian didn't just
write a book about the mind-boggling (and
unresolved) theft of priceless art from the
Isabella Stewart Gardner in 1990 and leave
it at that: He keeps writing updates about it

in the Boston Globe, his home base for 45
years. On Tuesday, February 9, Kurkjian will
be at the South End library to discuss Master
Thieves: The Boston Gangsters Who Pulled
Offthe World's Greatest Art Heist.He is likely
to bring along the details of the latest twists
and tums of this tale of profound cultural loss,
carelessnessand tragedy. He will be introduced
by his former Boston Globecolleague, MLE.
Malone.

To date, the 13 irreplaceable works of art
by Rembrandt, Degas, Manet and Vermeer,
amongothers, have notbeen founddespite the
offer of a $5 million reward for the treasure,
estimated at half a billion dollars. Kurkjian’s
continuedreportingaboutthe theft, describing
a September raid by the FBI on the Suffolk
Downs Race Track, and, in January, the un-
usual sentence reduction by a judge of one
of the suspects in the theft, might lead one

to speculate some denouement may yet be
coming. One of the founding members of
theBoston Globe’s Spotlight Team, Kurkjian
joined their investigation of the Catholic
Church’s sex abuse scandals shortly after the
first articles on that subject were published.

A graduate of Suffolk Law School,
Kurkjian has been the Boston Globe's Wash-
ington bureau chief. Of Armenian descent,
the award-winning journalist has written
numerous articles about the 1915 Armenian
Genocide.

The South End Library is fully handi-
capped accessible. The authors books will
be available for sale, signing and borrowing.
Refreshments are served. Seating is limited.
South End Library is located at 685 Tremont
Street, Boston.www. friendsofsouthendlibrary.
org/

Shots Fired

Continued from page 2

cxit the vehicle. Upon looking inside the vehidle,
DHEEEI'S Dbsmﬁd a lnadﬁd l:l}ack ﬁrmrln (Sm

photo) in the middle console. When asked to
produce a License to Carry, neither were able to
do so.

Officers arrested Lasana Harper, 22, of Boston,
the owner of the vehide, and charged him with

Honor Roll

the Unlawful Possession of a Firearm, Unlawful
Possession of Ammunition, Possession of a Large
Capacity Feeding Device and Armed Career
Criminal,

UMass Lowell Names local students to Dean's List

Local residents were
recently named to the dean's
list at the University of
Massachusetts Lowell

Among those recognized for achieving
academic distinction for the fall
2015 semester at UMass Lowell are:

David Zhong, majoring in chemical
engineering

Zihui Chen, majoring in psychology

Maya Chin, majoring in public health

Merismar Isabel-Baez, majoring in
philosophy

Zoe Turner, majoring in psychology

Shaquilla Terry, majoring in public
health

Huan Ngo, majoring in electrical en-
gineering

Genesis Perez, majoring in politcal

science

Meihua Cao, majoring in business
administration

Chester Ob, majoring in electricalen-
gineering

To qualify for the dean's list at UMass
Lowell, a student must have completed no
fewer than 12 graded credits for the semester
and earned atleast a 3.25 grade point average
with no grade lower than C and without

any incompletes.

Framingham State University
Announces President's List
and Dean's List Students

The following local Framingham State
University students were named to the Dean’s
List or the President’s list for the Fall 2015

semester.

President’s List:
Xiaofu Lin, Cassandra Bernabel, Lindsay
Walsh

Dean’s List:
Benni Arias-Gonzalez, Ekaterina Hart-
man, Courtney Patterson, Alexandra Valdez

To be selected for the Dean’s List, a
student must earn a Quality Point Average
(Q.P.A.) of 3.25 or higher. To be selected for
the President’s list, a student must have been
named to the Dean’s List for three consecu-
tive semesters.
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Ramsay

Continued from page 1

Over the months more people joined the meet-
ings and ideas turned into action. A group signed
up for Boston Shines in April and organized a cel-
ebration afterwards. Then in the summer twice-
weekly tennis and basketball dinics were held in
the evenings, There were more deanup days and
barbeques with music. A group of teens painted a
peace mural on the ground where there was once
a founwin and decorated tiles to hang on a dete-
riorating chain-link fence. In the fall volunteers
raked leaves and planted daffodil bulbs. And as
the fall turned to winter there continued to be
talk of adding a flag football league and volleyball
torgirls. An artist reccived a grant for a dance per-
formance in the summer 2016,

The community surrounding Ramsay Park
haS come [Dgﬁthﬁ]' E“]u.ﬂd dli.s common space to
make a change and the City noticed and heard.
Mayor Walsh thanked the B. Peace for Jorge wen
organizers from St. Stephen’s Church Youth Pro-
grams for their work and there are many more
people and groups that also deserve applause. The
Community Service Officers from the D4 police
have been at every event to make sure participants
feel safe and to be part of organizing, The Church
of St. Augustine and St, Martin has hosted many
meetings and events. Vibrant Boston, run out of
the new Lenox/Camden youth and family center

organized summer camp activitics in Ramsay and
made sure that youth and families attended every
event. Teens from Youth Build Designery across
the street from the park created a modular Ram-
say so t}lat d]ﬁ PUI]“C can create d]ﬁil' own dﬁsign
of the park. Northeastern University helped fund
summer youth jobs, sponsored a movie night and
sent volunteers from their facilities department to
dean and fix r}nings wwice in 2015. South End
Naighburﬁnnd Church, The Black Ministerial
Alliance, NAFI, St. Cyprian Church, The Jewish
Community Relations Council, Tropical Foods,
Pizzatalia, Roxbury Youth Soccer all helped too.
‘There are so many other individuals, elecied of
ficials, city departments and organizations to
thank, but the point is to show that when a com-
munity comes together they really can make a
positive change.

“We are so grateful that the City of Boswon is
making these funds possible to rejuvenate this
integral space,” said Jenny Effron, Executive
Director of Washington Gateway Main Street.
“Warching various groups from within the com-
munity band together to promote a positive
change at Ramsay Park has been inspiring, and
we are all looking forward to contributing to the
future vision of this great park.”

Follnw Ramsay Park on Facebook and @Ram-
sayPark on Tivitter

Forum
Contimued from page 1

hoping to address as well as hear questions and
concerns from South Enders. Sue O’Connell,
editor and co-publisher of the South End News
and Bay Windows and host of NECN’s Broad-
side program moderated, with a panel consisting
of state senator Sonia Chang-Diaz, chair of the
joint committee on education; state representa-
tive Aaron Michlewitz, chair of the joint com-
mittee on financial services; state representative
Byron Rushing, assistant majority leader; and
former City Council president Bill Linchan,
About 40 people attended the meeting, which
dealt with topics in economic development, edu-
cation, taxes and quality of life issues.

Rushing observed in his opening remarks,
“For most us [on the panel], this is a big turn-
out!” Welcoming the audience and participants,
David Crowley of ESENA said, “In addition w

great restaurants and naighhorimod associations,
the South End is blessed with a great team of rep-
resentarives working for us day in and day out in
City Hall and on Beacon Hill.”

O’Connell posed a question abour the future
of Widett Cirdle following its role in the rejected
2024 Olympics bid. True to his nature as an
academic and historian, Rushing approached the
question with an explanation of the area’s history
as the site chosen for relocation of a number of
food businesses forced out of Quincy Market
in order to make way for its redevelopment as
a commercial and tourist center. Rushing used
the anccdote to make the point that relocating
current businesses should only occur for a “good
reason” and stressed engagement with the com-
munity in planning such a move.

Linehan mentioned it as a component in the
Mayor's Boston 2030 strategic plan and a poten-
[ial site ﬂ:)l' new l'midﬁntial dmiﬁpmﬁnf. Liﬂﬂhﬂn

Continued on page 6
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Setup a Free Consultation Today!
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* Cosmetic Services: Whitening, Veneers, Botox, Fillers

635 Tremont Street Boston MA 02118 Tel 617 424 0606 Fax 617 424 0006
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Daytona is such a cutie with his white whiskers
and little milk mustache! He lived most of his life
in a quiet home with an older gentleman. Daytona
y is shy at first, but quickly warms up, loves to play,
and becomes a regular purring machine. We think
that Daytona would do best in a quiet home where
he can play and snuggle to his heart’s content!

% For more information on Daytona, or any of the

Daytona

AMNIMAL other animals currently residing at the Animal
RESCUE Rescue League of Boston, please contact us at
I E_.-!f.(_. L L 617.226.5602. The shelter is open Tuesday through

Thursday 1-7pm & Friday through Sunday 1-4pm,
excluding some holidays.

Also, be sure to check out our:

WEBSITE: www.ariboston.org

BLOG: arlbostonblog.wordpress.com

TWITTER: @ARL BostonRescue

FACEBQOK: facebook.com/AnimalRescuel eagueofBoston
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Steven Cohen
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Boston, MA 02116
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REAL ESTATE

PROVINCETOWN

West End 2 bedroom Penthouse,
just a two minute walk to
Commercial Street and the
Boatslip. This bright and airy top
floor home on two levels has all
that you need: a private deck, a
fully equipped eat-in kitchen with
updated appliances and laundry,
two private bedrooms and a stair-
case that leads up to a bonus
second level den, home office
and 2nd bathroom. Excellent
established rental history, sold
furnished if desired. Location,
location, location and is furnkey.
$529,900. Established rental
income of over $37000 per
year. Call Joe DeMartino.
Coldwell Banker Pat Shultz
Real Estate 406 Commercial
St. Provincetown, MA 508-487-
9550 Equal Housing Opportunity

CLASSIFIED RATE!

Weekly: $8 for the first line,
$3 for each additional line.
22 Characters per Line.

All ads appear in print and online.

All ads must be prepaid.

Deadline: Mondays at 3pm

PLAGE YOUR AD:
classifiedads @southendnews.com

617-464-7280*
*Mvailable Monday - Thursday; 10am - 3pm.

South End News acoepts no liabilty for itg
failure, for any reason, 1o print an adverlisement
or for any enors appearing, beyond the cost
of the atvertisement. Sorry, no refinds on
dassified adverlisements.

Get local and advertise your
property in the South End News.

Call Jeff at (617) 464-7280 ext. 202
or email: sales@southendnews.com.
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Forum

Continued from page 5

remarked, “There’s a lot of opportunity
there. People from South Boston and the
South End need to get in this together.
There need © be big public infrastructure
changes.” Michlewitz admited he was not
very familiar with the area before the Bos-
ton 2024 discussion. “T was disappointed
when Boston 2024 was ralking abour dis-
placing businesses using eminent domain.
It is a great opportunity for the city © ex-
plore, but I think we have to make sure we
don’t displace those businesses along the
way because those are jobs that are very
valuable to the city. You may not sec them,
you may not know them but they are im-
portant to how the city works.”

O’Connell read an audience question
concerning FAA flight paths and airplane
noise over the South End. “The FAA has
come up with a way to conserve fuel by
finding most direct way for airplanes o
land. Can we get more monitors t check
the sound over the SE? Can we get curfews
for larger carriers? What can we do about
airplane noise in SE?” Michlewitz ex-
plained that the FAA has an advisory board
that MassPort controls which indudes a
South End sear, but the South End repre-
sentative moved from the neighborhood.
Rushing said that the flight route plan for
Logan conceived in the 1990s with input
by surrounding communities has since
been changed without community involve-
ment, “There is a very strange thing that
happens around community involvement
that probably goes to being too successful,
wo good at i a community being com-
pletely ignored. The basics of civic educa-
ton: it’s neverover. They will wait until you
die. You have to plan to come back to the
issue. We need volunteers to represent us
who show up.”

On the subject of improving the Boston
Public Schools (BPS) in light of current
funding challenges, the panelists acknowl-
edged Chang-Diaz’s expertise in thar realm.
Chang-Diaz expressed the view that charter
schools are a part of the solution w0 improv-
ing overall quality of education, but not a
panacea, “Charters do not have a monapo-
ly on innovation; we see innovation in our
wraditional school system as well,” she said.
Chang-Diaz also stated that charter schools
have not performed as well in serving non-
white students, while BPS district schools
have a majority non-white student popula-
ton. Chang-Diaz would like to sce focus
on increasing access to early childhood

education and engaging with community
Pﬂnnm to imp]‘nvﬁ Publjc SChDDlS as Wdl.

In his response, Michlewitz recounted
growing up in the North End in the af-
termath of busing, where the local public
school, the Eliot School, was avoided by
families such as his that could afford pri-
“Now that has
changed, completely 180 and everyone is
trying to get their kid into the Eliot School.
I atribute much of that to the growth of
charter schools and the competition they
provided, forcing the Eliot School to adapt
and become a much better public school.
Without that push, Tdon't think that would
have happened.” He continued, “T am also

vate or parochial school.

very blessed to have two public schools in
my district, the Eliot and the Josiah Quin-
cy, that are doing very well and have the
resources to continue to grow. That is not
the case in every public school in the cigy
of Boston. The charter schools are not the
be-all and end-all, but they aren't the devil,
either.” Linehan said, “I know that pﬁupl:
think that the charter schools arc a panacea,
but every time funding is transferred to the
charter schools, it takes the district schools
down. We spend $19,000 per student and
we have a $1 billion budgr:t for the Bos-
ton public schools.”
Boston schools superintendent Tommy
Chang, who moved from Los Angeles to
become BPS schools superintendent last
summer. Linchan asked that Chang be
givﬁﬂ d]ﬁ C;’lﬂﬂce and Lhﬁ PDWEI o dﬂ hiS

Linechan mentioned

job improving BPS.

A senior and longime homeowner
spoke of increasing property taxes and the
difficulty that older residents face since
their property taxes arc based on com-
parison to recent purchases by younger,
more affluent homebuyers. She called the
current tax-deferral h:gisiation for over-55
homeowners “cynical, like a reverse mort-
gage idea” with a 4 per cent interest per
year on the property imposed at the time of
sale. “It's mean-spirited. If we've owned our
homes and paid taxes for 25 years, why not
give us a break?” She suggested tax relief
tied to homeowners' income and longevity,
noting that General Electric received a $25
million property tax abawement for moving
its headquarters o Boston. Linchan cited a
stecp increase in tax on his South Boston
home with a one bedroom rental unit, not-
ing that “everything is based on compara-
bles.” Chang-Diaz pointed to rising spend-
ing pressures on municipalities including
increased ﬁ]nding for public schools as the
state’s contribution decreases, and the fact
that Massachuserts has a flat income tax.

“We need o have some hard, hard con-

versations about the structure of our tax
code. We are in a structural deficit year af-
ter year and it’s not going to get beteer for
property taxpayers until we confront thatat
the state level,” she said. Chang-Diaz pro-
poses legislation that would increase both
tax rates and standard deductions at each
tier. Linchan added thar state aid to cities
has fallen from over 30 per cent in 2007
to 15 per cent currently, and past programs
that funded city programs have “dried up”.
Since 2007, the city has added $40 million
in new revenue every year through eco-
nomic development. “T agree with the sen-
ator, we need to have a serious discussion
on this. Instead of just, “No new taxes”, we
need to have a new, better way of taxing.”
He rtold the homeowner that he is over 60
and said, “T agree with you. We need to do
something for seniors.”

An audience member posed the final
question about pedestrian safety issues such
as slippery brick sidewalks and trafhic lights
timed to have turning cars competing with
pedestrians crossing the street. “T did not
agree with it and I think there are certain
intersections at which we should not have
it, but ir's a fundamental of transporation
policy throughout America.” Linchan add-
ed that because Massachusetts is a home
rule stare, changes to this policy have to be
approved by the swate government. Rush-
ing said that most of the major pedestrian
safety changes have been made at the re-
quest of the community, noting that the
pedestrian crossing signs came as the result
of discussions berween neighbors and the
police. He also observed that in order to get
the speed limit lowered on city streets, as
many South Enders desire, support would
be needed from state legislators across the
city, bur West Roxbury residents think it is
unnecessary.

An audience member asked about the
continuation of urban renewal. Michlewitz
replied thar it has been effective in cermin
areas and should be decided on a districe-
by-district basis whether to continue urban
renewal and in which areas it should end.
Linehan said the Boston Redevelopment
Authority must do its due diligence to get
community input before submitting a pro-
posal to the City Council.

Commenting on the event via e-mail,
ESENA president Betsy Hall wrote, “Re-
garding the recent evening, we were pleased
10 see so many neighbors attend and partic-
ipate in the forum and thought the broad
range of topics was well covered by knowl-
edgeable legislators.”

Get local and advertise your
property in the South End News.

Call Jeff at (617) 464-7280 ext. 202
or email: sales@southendnews.com.
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Office: 781-848-6922 « Fax: 781-848-6923
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AMAZING LOCATION

nl-lnl'ruic i

West End 2 bedroom Penthouse, just a two minute walk to Commercial Street and the Boatslip. This bright
and airy top floor home on two levels has all that you need: A private deck, a fully equipped eat-in kitchen with
updated appliances and laundry, two private bedrooms and a staircase that leads up to a bonus second level
den, home office and 2nd bathroom. Excellent established rental history, sold furnished if desired. Location,
location, location and is turnkey. $529,900. Established rental income of over $35,000 per year

This season get the most for your
money with these high CD returns!

16-MONTH (D" 1 3 5
® APY*

25-HONTH' 1 41 /
[ ]

BUMP-UP (D

43-JONTH D 2 13 % *
APY*

%East Boston Savings Bank

800.657.3272 EBSB.com

*APY (Annual Percentage ield) assumes Interest wil remain on depasit untl maturity. Rateeffectiveas of
12/1/15. Rate subject toch hout notice. penalty for early Feesmay reduce
eamings. Minimum balance to open and obtain APY is $1,000and IRA is $500. **Upon maturity, 16-Month

CD will automatically roll into the then 18-Month CD rate and term. ***25-Month Bump-Up CD customer

A

initiates one-time bump-up to the then current 24-Month CD for the rest of the term. >
Upon maturity, CD will automatically roll into the then 24-Month CD interest rate and term.

The Law Offices of
Donald E. Green

“Serious injuries require serious Attorneys”

With thirty (30) years experience, we concentrate in personal

injury matters, wrongful death, medical and dental malpractice,
pharmaceutical negligence, as well as criminal defense, civil rights,
immigration makters, bankruptcy and sexual harassment claims,

Contact Attarney Donald Green or Attorney Annette Green at
(617} 442-0050 or Toll Free (377) DON-GREEM. Legal inquiries can
be sent to: dgreen@denaldegreen com, agreen@donaldegrean.com.
Alsg, visit us on the web at www.donaldegreen.com.

Conveniently located in Bosten, on the South Shore

and in Dudley Square, Roxbury:
= 2235 Washington Street in Roxbury {walk-ins welcome)
* Braintree (by appointment)
= Boston (by appointment)

We provide home and hoespital visits.
Weekend and Eveming appointments can be arranged
For all your legal needs,

call The Law Offices
of Donald E. Green

‘We speak Spanish, Porfuguese,
MHaflign Crecle. Chingse dad Cdpe Verdeda
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