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A few gifts from the Grinch

Dr. Seuss' How
the Grinch Stole
Christmas,

tour at Boch Center Wang

Theatre, Boston, through
December 9. 800-982-2787
or bochcenter.org

BY JULES BECKER

Have vou ever thought of the
Grinch as a greenfaced variation
on Ebenezer Scrooge? Afterall, both
characters initially hate Christmas
but eventually embrace its basic
values of human kindness and car-

Continued on page 5

VNA Care’s 13th Annual Heroes a Success

SusMITTED BY VNA

VNA Care, a nonprofit visiting
nurse association, recently honored
industry leaders while raising more
than $250,000 during the 13th an-
nual Heroes in Health Care Gala at
the Mandarin Oriental, Boston. The
Honorary Gala Chairs and Present-
ing Sponsor of the event were Amy
and Joshua Boger.

The Gala is VNA Care’s sig-
nature fundraising event and has
raised millions in essential funding
for heme health care provided by
the 132-year-old VNA of Boston and

Continued on page 5

Gala Co-Chairs Linda Hope-Springer, Loriann Meagher and Holly Chaffee

JP to consider joining SE in space saving ban

CouRTESY ADAM GAFFIN
WWWW.LINIVERSALHUB.COM

Jamaica Plain, which has rap-
idly risen to rival South Boston for
the boldness, obnoxiousness and
inventiveness of its space-saving
fervor, could join the meeker South

End in trying to ban space saving
altogether.

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council's had scheduled a
hearing for tonight—but moved it
to Jan. 8—to consider whether |P
should try to emulate the South

End's four-year-old ban on winter
space saving, Thatban does nothave
Ulli\:efiﬂi ﬁC[‘EPtﬂDCE‘.

Currently, outside of the South
End, Boston lets parkers reserve a
space for up to 48 hours after the
end ofany formal snow emergencies.

Local news

for and about Boston’s
best neighborhood

Photo by Michele Maniscalco

An Enchanted tree lighting
at Worcester Square

By MicHELE D. MANISCALCO

After 56 vears as a strictly lo-
cal production taking place after
sundown on the first Sunday of
December, Worcester Square Area

Neighborhood Assaciation’s annual
Christmas Tree Lighting became
part of the citywide Mayor’s En-
chanted Trolley Tour on Saturday,

) - -
Continued on page 4

ABCD Adopt a Family
Needs Your Help

SUBMITTED BY ABCD

Action for Boston Community
Developmentis reaching outto fami-
lies, organizations and companies
who want to help children, families
and seniors in need this holiday
season by adopting a family! It's a
way for vou and vour loved ones or
colleaguesto experience the spirit of
giving and truly make a difference
for others.

The need is huge. Right now
ABCD Adopt a Family has 129
families waiting to be “adopted”
and only 62 donors to (il those wish

Check us out online at

www.mysouthend.com

twitter.com/SouthEndNews
facebook.com/SouthEndNews

lists. And there are so many more
families who are calling daily asking
to be matched with a donor. Here
is an example of a family requesting
adoption for the holidays:

A single mom living in a
Dorchester shelter with her two-
vear-old son Javden. Alasia works as
a Certilied Nursing Assistant and is
on several waiting lists for affordable
housing. She is trying hard to put
food on the table, clothes on their
backs, and save for a rental deposit.

There is no extra money for

Continued on page 2
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Joseph James Bennett
November 29, 2009

“At sunset as | stand on a mountaintop a great bird that was once by my side
approaches, he is small in my sight but grows larger on approach, until | am
blessed with a full sight of his graceful wings and proud countenance. He lands
and looks intently at me, tilis his head as If to say: “it will be OK, | must go now
and you will feel happiness again”. All too quickly he takes to the sky again; he
grows small on the horizon and disappears from my view. | say with sadness:
There, he’s gone! Yet | know he must leave, as there are others awaifing him in
another place where | cannot yet ravel. Soon they will take on his view as he
reaches his final destination, a place of peace.

At sunrise, sitfing alone, | now see a new bird approaching coming info my sight,
growing larger upon his approach. He lands and sits comfortably by my side and
does not falter. He now looks forward into the horizon with me each day. As the
great bird that 1s now in another place predicted happiness has returned. | now
find myself truly blessed to be in the presence of the new bird’s graceful wings,
pound countenance and good company.”

Remembered in our hearts always,
Gary

City Councilor Michelle Wu
Releases Report on Youth
Transportation Challenges

SUBMITTED BY COUNCILOR MICHELLE Wu

Boston City Councilor At-Large Michelle
Wu announced the results of a grassroots re-
search initiative conducted by her office this
past summer to survey hundreds of Boston
students about their transportation needs and
preferences.

The Boston Youth Transportation
Project research was led by a policy fellow
in Councilor Wu's office, Lily Ko of Tufts
University’s Urbanand Environmental Policy
and Planning program. The project analyzed
how transportation options are affecting
Boston high school students, and assessed
youth attitudes regarding various modes of
transportation in light of the City of Boston'’s
climate change goals.

“We oftentalk about transportation chal-
lenges from the perspective of employees and
the economy, but it’s important to highlight
just how significantly transportation chal-
lenges are shaping the lives of Boston youth,”
said Councilor Wu. “Transportation costs,
unreliability, and safety concerns are major
barriers for our students as they seek educa-
tional, social and economic opportunities
across the city. We must take policy action,
because thehealthand prosperity of our society
and economy depend on this next generation
of leaders having opportunities to thrive.”

The research explored factors related
to youth transportation experiences, such as
the Boston Public School policy for students
to be eligible for a subsidized transit pass,
called an “M7 pass,” MBTA fares and service

reliability, Transportation Network Company

services like Uber and Lyft, preferences be-
tween various transportation modes and links
to opportunities for jobs, household income,
education and social interactions.

“The findings revealed that there are
voung people who cannot access opportuni-
ties available to them, and worse, that their
transportation experiences put them at risk
for discipline with educational and transit
authorities, limit their leaming and eam-
ing potential, produce social apprehension,
affect relationships with their parents, and
reduce their ability to meet basic needs,”
the report concludes. “These issues were not
only exacerbated by the city’s M7 walkzone
policy, but also by the lack of reliable public
transit service.”

"Transportation accounts for between 25-
33% of the Cily of Boston's greenhouse gas
emissions. Boston's climate plans include a
goal to reduce emissions from transportation
by 50% from 2005 levels by 2030.

“Their strong preference for car use and
increasing familiarity with TNGs indicate
that much work still has to be done before
future generations will shift away from the
“car is king” mindset,” said author Lily Ko.
“Thissuggests that progress on improving this
biking environment should be made more
aggressively than in the 15 year plan propesed
by GoBoston 2030. Otherwise, there is indica-
tion from our youth that Boston's congestion
issues will become exponentially worse. At
the same time, public transit must become a
more competitive option.”

The full report is available at: http://bit.
ly/BostonYouth Transportation2018.

ABCD

Continued from page |

holiday gifts. On her wish list for Jayden are:
a warm snowsuit, mittens, hat, books appro-
priate for a two-vear-old, a set of blocks and
large legos, the toy trucks and trains that he
loves! She can't imagine what it would mean
to have them under the small tree she hopes
to decorate.

“ABCD Adopt a Family is a win-win for
alland the need outthereis greater than ever,”
said ABCD President/CEQ John J. Drew.
“Please let the spirit of the holidays inspire
vou to put smiles on the faces of families

struggling to make ends meet — your help in
this holiday season will give them hope and
joy that lasts all year long!”

Drew said ABCD will expand the Adopt
a Family initiative into a year-round program
that boosts opportunity for low-income fami-
lies and brings people of diverse economic
backgrounds together in positive ways all
vear round.

Time is running out. Please contact
ABCD today to choose a family for you or
vour organization to adopt! We will give you
a “wish list” for your family and help you
every step of the way. Visit bostonabed.org/
adopt-a-family

Get local and advertise your
property in the South End News.

Call Jeff at (617) 464-7280 ext. 202
or email: sales@southendnews.com.
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Tree Lighting

Continued from page 1

r6, 2018

December 1.

About 250 guests of all ages started
gathering in the square at 4:00 PM, greeting
friends and listening to swinging renditions
of Christmas musical favorites by the Yvonne
Aubert Quartet. Among them werestate sena-
tor Sonia Chang-Diaz (2nd Suffolk ); District
2 city councilor Ed Flynn and his daughter,
Caroline; district 3 city councilor Frank Baker;
city councilorsat large Annissa Essaibi George
and Michelle Wu and South End/Bay Village
liaison Faisa Sharif.

Around 4:30 PM, apoliceescortheralded
the arrival of Mayor Martin J. Walsh and his
retinue, which included Fast Freddy Murphy
of MIX 104.1 FM, emcee for the event and
Santa and Mrs. Claus, Rudolph the Red
Nosed Reindeer, the Nutcracker and a group
of Toy Soldiers.

The toy soldiers Rudolph danced in
the street, the mayor offered his greetings to
neighbors, introduced Mr. And Mrs. Claus and
announced the lighting of the tall, grand tree
inthe square. Once the tree was shining with
multi-colored lights, Santa and Mrs. Claus
invited children onto the trolley to tell Santa
their Christmas wishes.

Elsewhere in the square, local eateries
provided free food and beverages to warm

the attendees. There were treats to satisfy all
appetites including pizza slices from Café
Quattro provided pizza, hot chocolate and
chocolate chip cookies from Blunch, chili
from Mike's City Diner, plantain soup from
Teranga, sandwiches from 7-Eleven and hot
chocolate and coffee from Jaho.

Children and couples danced to the
music. After the mayor and his entourage
departed, WSANA president George Stergios
and member Peter Zimmer drew the raffle.
Prizes comprised a three-month family mem-
bership to the Huntington YMCA, a case of
wine from Seivo, tickets to the Duck Tour
and the Museum of Science, gift certificates
to Flour, six-week unlimited class to Barre 3
fitness studio and the grand prize, $500 cash.

The drawing, whose proceeds were not
velavailable at press time, will benefit future
WSANA programming such as the summer-
time Music in the Square concert series, as
well as a donation to a local charity that will
be chosen by the membership.

Stergiosseemed pleased with the Mayor's
visit to the Worcester Square Tree Lighting,
which has been an annual tradition for over
50 years. “We have asked the Mayor Menino
and then Mayor Walsh to make anappearance
at the Tree Lighting for many years, as long
as [ have been active in WSANA.

This year, before we even sent out an
invitation, Faisa mentioned that the Mayor
would like to include Worcester Square on

his trollev tour. Why Worcester Square?
Because we have the best damn tree lighting
in the whole city, that is why,” Stergios said.
Change comes with aprice: adding WSANA's
tree lighting displaced longtime resident Greg
Jackson, whose red-bespectacled Santa has
listened to children’s wish lists and handed
out presents at the event for years. “Because
of the Mayor's schedule, we had to move the
event from Sunday to Saturday. Because the
Mayor has his own Santa Claus, we had to
lay off our own adorable Santa for this season.
We did not want to confuse the kids.”

Parking was banned on both sides of
Worcester Square from 2:00-600 PM to accom-
modate the three trolleys that accompanied
the Mayor and his retinue, which caused
consternation some among residents of the
area who complained on Facebook’s South
End Community Board that there was not
sufficient notice for car owners.

ommenting on the eventina follow-up

email, Stergios observed, “It was the first ime
the trolley tour stopped at Worcester Square,
and while everything went smoothly, I think
thatwe learned that there is no reason to have
a parking ban on both sides of the square and
thatwe cankeeptheband playing while Santa
entertains the tots. I do not expect that the
Mavyor will come every year but1do hope that
we can get in his regular rotation.”

(Top Left) State senator Sonia Chang-Diaz, center; George Stergios, right (Top Right) Ed and Caroline Flynn, left (Bottom Left) Dancing
toy soldiers (Bottom Right) Listening to the Yvonne Aubert Quartet. All photos by Michele Maniscalco
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Grinch

Continued from page 1

ing. Ifthe transformed Grinch cuts roast beef
at the table of the warm-hearted Whos, the
redeemed Scrooge of course surprises hard-
working employee Bob Crachitand his family
with a prize goose.

Mostimportantly, both Dickens and Dr.
Seuss champion festivity essentially free from
commercialization—something regrettably
missing in the Timothy Mason (book and
lyrics)-Mel Marvin (music) 1994 version (2007
Broadway) of "Dr. Seuss' ow the Grinch
Stole Christmas! The Musical."

Dr. Seuss' 1957 picture book classic
should  have served as a clear guide to the
author's anti-materialistic bent. Quite simply
the prolific children's book writer turned the

srinchintoa 53 yearold grump (the author's
ownage atthe time) living in a cave on Mount
Crumpit north of Whoville.

A hermit described by narrating loyal
though unloved dog Old Max as possessing a
heart "two sizes too small" finds the good-na-
tured noisiness of the Christmas-loving Whos
insufferable. Wisely, the Broadway production
includes the tellingsong "You'reaMean One,
Mr. Grinch," a snappy trio —Old Max. Young
Max and the Grinch—with music by Albert
Hague and vivid lyrics by Dr. Seuss himself.

The Grinch makes his opening posi-
tion unequivocal in the busy though un-
extraordinary Mason-Marvin number "I Hate
Christmas Eve." By contrast, the citizens of
Whoville affirm their feeling for the holiday
both early on and much later in the affec-
tionate Tague-Dr. Seuss winner "Welcome,
Christmas.”

The Grinch show does take its title
character from villain—the first focal one
in a Dr. Seuss book—to offbeat hero as he
restores tree, food and gift that he stole and
gets to know the Whos.

Admittedly children in the Boch Center
Wang Theatre audience did not seem to mind
the no-intermission 90-minute time frame.
There are moments when a snow falling
effect and details in John Lee Beatty's Dr.
Seuss story-influenced set design may help
keep young theatergoers involved. Adults
may lire of fairly conventional moves for the
Whos' in the original choreography of John
DeLucaand co-choreography of Bob Richard.
They may also be wary of the show's lack of
real comment about the loss of holiday spirit
when gifts take center stage.

Stll, "Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole
Christmas! The Musical" has some occasional
treasures under Matt August's somewhat un-
subtle direction. Gavin Lee as the Grinch is
eye-calching throughout whether capturing
the seemingly formidable creature in deep
vocal moments with Paul Lynde-recalling
attitude or sharply phrased put downs of the
holiday. ITis stage rightslide isa vivid highlight.
Mackenzie Mercer (whoalternates with Avery
Sell} displays remarkable stage presence and
a strong voice as Cindy-Lou Who, the family
member who seems to have a striking influ-
ence on the Grinch—most notably in a duo
with Lee on "Santa for a Day." Ken Land has
some touching stretches as Old Max, while
Aleksa Kurbalija captures Young Max'senergy
and gustoin the reflective dog's memories. The
Whos are more Whats than real characters.

Is this musical as one of a kind as the

srinch? Dr. Seuss would likely say 'Nol'

VNA

Continued from page 1

end-of-life care provided by VINA Hospice &
Palliative Care.

“The success of the event would not have
been possible without the financial supportof
our generous sponsors. We are also fortunate
thatthe event broughttogether a tremendous
group of people who are now more commit-
ted than ever to our mission and vision,” said
Laura Wise, manager of Fund Development.

Atthe Gala, VNACare presented Heroes
in Health Care awards to Agios (accepted
by Dr. David Schenkein, CEO); Thomas
A. Croswell, President and CEO of Tufts
Health Plan; and Dr. Joan Y. Reede, Dean
for Diversity and Comununity Partnership of

Harvard Medical School.

John R. Greed, president and CEO of
Mutual of America, a Trustee Sponsor, served
as Fund the Mission chair. Gala co-chairs
were Loriann Meagher of the South End
and Linda Hope-Springer. Gala Committee
co-chairs were Debra Angeloni and Renee
Picard Walsh.

Partof VINA Care, VNAof Boston was the
firstorganized visiting nurse association in the
United States and provides vital health care
services in people’s homes. When a patient
nears the end-of-life, specialized care focused
on painand symptom managementis provided
by VNA Hospice & Palliative Care. Together
with VNA Care Network, VNA Care serves
more than 200 communities in Eastern and
Central Massachusetts. For more information,
visit http:/Avww.vnacare.org.

South End News
is now on facebook!

facebook.com/zouthendnews

Find us on
Facebook
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ACCELERATED & WEEK (24 DAY'S) EMT COURSE!

Cambridge College, January 14
Quincy College, January 15

Quiney College Day & Night January 22
Cambridge College Day & Might January 23
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www.emsacademy.biz

OR CALL NOW!
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Public Meeting

Parcel 12

Monday, December 10th
6:00PM

900 Boylston Street
Hynes Convention Center
Room 101

Boston, MA 02115

Project Description:

The Proposed Parcel 12 Project includes a mix of uses that will complete the ends
of Boylston and Newbury Street by providing a vibrant hub on the Parcel 12 Air
Rights parcel, consisting of approximately 325,000 square feet of office uses,
70,000 square feet of retail and restaurant uses, and 150,000 square feet of
residential or hotel uses, as well as a below-grade parking garage with
approximately 150 parking spaces.

mallto:  AlslingKerr

Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, Sth Floor

Bostan, MA 02201

phone: (617)918- 4212

emall: aisling.kerr@boston.gov

BostonPlans.org | @@BostonPlans

Teresa Palhemus, Executive Director/Secretary
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South End Student Inducted into
BC High's National Honor Society

SUBMITTED BY BC HIGH

Dylan Mullin of the South End, a junior
at Boston College High School, was one of
the 135 students inducted into the Robert
J. Fulton, SJ chapter of the National Honor
Society at the Hunter-Fahey Commons on
November 15, 2018.

Mr. Michael McGonagle ‘70, Vice
Principal for Ignatian Mission & Identity,
gave the Invocation.

The National Honor Society Officers,
PaulAlexis of Dorchester, Giacomo Coraluppi
of Newton, William Donoso of Weymouth,
Mareus Lespasio of Norfolk, Maxwell Loeb of
Hingham and Charles McMahon of Norwell
welcomed the guests and spoke about the pil-
lars of excellence that guide the work of the
Sociely: scholarship, character, leadership
and service.

The new members received congratula-
tions and certificates from Ms. Jennifer Ehalt,
Associate Director of Addmissions, Dr. Charles
Drane Assistant Principal and Mr. Thomas
Smith, Academic Dean. Earlier, the induct-
ees received gold NHS pins that were worn
on their jacket lapels during the ceremony.

NHS Moderator Ms. Ehalt welcomed
the new members. Mr. Matthew Joyece ‘01,
member of the BC High Science department

Y

Dylan Mullin

wasthe Guest Speaker, whose message wasone
of congratulations and he recalled the most
important lesson he leamed in his time at BC
IMigh, “to give until it hurts.” A lesson that has
been a guide throughout his life. “Giving in
all things can really give our lives meaning.”
Maxwell Loeb ‘19 read the NHS Pledge
and Giacomo Coraluppi gave the blessing. Dr.
MatthewFinneganand the BC Iigh Concert
Band provided the music for the ceremony.

Tremont

® General Dental Services

DENTAL CARE

Proudly Servicing our Community with Dental and
Cosmetic Excellence

Setup a Free Consultation Today!

* Specialty Dental Services: Root Canals, Perio Care, Implants, Oral Surgery
o Cosmetic Services: Whitening, Veneers, Botox, Fillers

635 Tremont Street Boston MA 02118 Tel 617 424 0606 Fax 617 424 0006

www.Iremontdentalcare.com info@tremontdentalcare.com
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S()Uth End MZUS Service Guide Ads Get Results.

617.464.7280 * sales@southendnews.com

BRUNO GUERRIERO CONSTRUCTION, INC. | |CcAnNTwar

SERVIGE G“I“E Water Proofing Solutions mclg e

Basements ¢ Facades ¢ Chimneys [::Zl

UNTIL THURSDAY

FOR THE NEXT

PLUMBING - HEATING - HUAC COMPLETE MASON CONTRACTOR ISSUE OF THE
Custom Brick. Stone Work SoutH END
$.G. Harold & Brick Pavers )
ALL S J S gl | News?
Plumbing, Hedtm{_‘, & AC ALL TAPES OF REPAIRS
z

AND RESTORATIONS

Specializing im Viess
Home Heating Repairs & Se
Unico Air Conditioning - Radiant Floor Heating

storm Damage

HeAD over 1O

BrunoGuerrieroConstruction.com +  Brunosworld@comcast.net

Boston 617-696-2400 i "
Unprecedented Service Tailored To You Sece ruLy nsuren  (800) 444-5476  Bruno's Cell (508) 962-2722 ek EsTMATES * *52

MASONRY

@, McDonnell Roofing Co.
Roofing Specialist

Specializing in Historic Restoration,
Brick Repointing, Brick, Block, Stone,
Basement Floors, Caulking & Waterproofing.

Fully fnsured

Slate and Coppsr Work - Rubber Roof Systems
Shingles and Gutters - Repairs - Lic. Contractor Reg. #100100

617-288-3448

Free Estimates » Over 40 years of experience
McDonnellRoofingBoston.com

GCLEANING

Ornamental window sills, window headers and moldings.
Fully licensed and insured. 15 years of sastified customers and referrals.

Office: 781-848-6922 + Fax: 781-848-6923
Cell: 617-592-0850 « pstonescontracting@hotmail.com

spring Gleaning I T

For All Seasons

The Dependable Handyperson | | ccoocoo00 custom wedding invitations o o
cocoocoeooo0000000o0o0eventinvitations o o o

Fmve PAINTING AND REFINISHING vcooocooo0000000 0 wedding programs coo oo
SMALL REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS ©0000c0000000 weddingmenus coooooooo

vovooooooooescortcards coooocoooo0000

DECKAND C'}ARDEN “T\IORK ocooo save-the-dates coococoococoocoooooooo

Call Jean at 617-236-1795
dependablehandy(@aol.com

Proviping QUALITY N | eeeeo WWVWWWWUWW

ELECTRICAL SERVICES www.lynngrahamdesigns.com + info@lynngrahamdesigns.com
to the BostoN AREA

SETRNP— Letters Policy

Free Estimates

Cleaning by Judy
S 617-901-9649

24 Hour Service
The South End News welcomes

letters to the editor. All letters
must be signed and accompanied
by a mailing address and

phone number.

Service Guide Ads
Get Resulis

For more information please call:

617.464.7280

Dedicated to Customer Service Since 1971

617.542,2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mass icence #14580A )  e-mail letters@southendnews.com | fax: 617.464.7286




We’re still here booking the best vacations.
We continue to support local area

LGBTQ non-profits.

Contact your favorite Agent

Paul: STARTRVL@aol.com
Stephen: STARTRVL@aol.com
Jack: STARTRVL@aol.com

NEW ENGLAND

BEYOND YOUR DESTINATION

S STAR
TRAVEL

SERVICES

Boston

S Star Travel Tzell
One Appleton Sireet
Boston, MA 02116
617-536-1999




