South End

Church, School Partnershlp Builds a lerary

Inspiring a Love of
Reading

BY TRICIA HARVEY
SusMTTED BY SSYP

St. Stephen’s Youth Programs
(SSYP) and the Blackstone Elemen-
tary Schoolkicked off their ninth year
of a formal partnership and readers
of all ages celebrated their love of
books. One of the signalure projects
of SSYP is the school library, which

Continued on page 2

An Annual Celebration

COURTESY JON SEAMANS
Ciry Of Boston
The South End was well rep-
resented by residents Shanna Pires,
Curtis Jiles, and their son Jaydah, 5,
atth
Boston Common on November 29.

e 77th Annual ‘Tree Lighting on

The celebration was presented
by Mayor Martin J. Walsh and The
Honourable Karen Casey, Deputy
Premier of Nova Scotia, the Bostan
Parks and Recreation Department,
The Province of Nova Scotia, Jumbo-
tron s]):ul\nf!ciBlHt‘,:mripw\t'nﬁng
sponsors Exelon Generation, the
Coca-Cola Company, and Bank
of America with additional support
from WCVB Channel 5, Magic
106.7 M, and the Boston Globe.

The

holiday decorations

throughout Boston Common and
the Public Garden included the City
of Boston’s official 2018 Christmas
tree, a 46-foot white spruce tree do-
nated by Ross McKellar and Teresa
Simpson from Oxford, Nova Scotia.

Display of Gidwitz books
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'Tis The Season

A Caroling We Go

By MicHELE D. MANISCALCO

About 25 people gathered on
the cold, clear aﬂcmnnh r)(Sllll:‘[fi}_
December9in James Hayes Park at
the corner of West Canton Street

and Warren Avenue for the Friends
of Hayes Park's caroling party. The
Friends group provided songbooks,
homemade cookies and other sweels
and hot cider, and neighbors of all
ages sang Christmas carols and

holiday tunes.
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More Photos on page 3
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Two for December
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By JULES BECKER

The Front Porch Arts Collec-
tive has found the perfect inau-

gural work—namely "Breath and

committed

FPAC,

to supporting local talent of color,

Imagination."
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Continued on page 4

Homes, salon damaged
but residents safe in
Columbus Avenue flre

By MicHELE D. MANISCALCO

On Tuesday, December 11,
a two-alarm fire at 534 Columbus
Avenue displaced 29 residents and
caused about $750.000 in dzml;lgc,
according to Boston Fire Depart-
(BI'D) spokesperson Marc

Sanders. The building, which has 15

ment
residential units and the Cha Cha

~ . -
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Come by for lunch. Experience
our 'L\‘ll””“llil! \|l‘ \]\‘\L‘- -r]\ aur
Bed, Breaklast & Bevond program
whicl alloss vou o short term stay
in a furnished apartment. We'll
add warmth, seimularing programs,
three chef prepared meals per day
Jﬂll Pl'l'.\(\\‘l‘yl AssIsTAnCe.
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Inclusive *Warm ¢ Community

ACCELERATED 6 WEEK (24 DAYS) EMT COURSE!

Cambridge College, January 14

Your
Neighborhood.

Your
Website.

Quincy College, January 15

EMS ACADEMY TRADITIONAL 12 WEEK EMT COURSES!

Quincy College Day & Night January 22

Cambridge College Day & Night January 23

Don’t miss out!
www.emsacademy.biz
OR CALL NOW!

781-834-6911

MySouthEnd.com

Where will you live until you can call this ‘Home’ again?
Your association policy won’t cover your additional living expenses,
Condo owners NEED Personal Condominium Tnsurance for that.
Aside from replacing your personal property, it will help you with
reitt, while you're still paying your mortgage.
g Contact us.

. 617-437-9400 www.jjbodner.com 8§ Clarendon St Bosion

JJBodner

Tnsurance Agency of Boston

Guest Opinion
Reducing disposable

bags in Boston

By BosToN MAYOR MARTIN J. WALSH

The City of Boston’s new plastic bag
ordinance isa big step forward in our work to
cut carbon emissions, reduce pollution, and
create a cleaner, greener city. When the new
ordinance goes into effect on December 14,
2018, stores in Boston will no longer provide
plastic checkout bags to customers. Ahead of
the change, we're making sure everyone has
the information they need. We are answer-
ing questions and distributing reusable bags
and signage throughout neighborhoods and
main streets. And we're asking vou Lo help by
reminding neighbors and friends to bring a
reusable bag when shopping in the city.

IHere’s why we're encouraging everyone
to switch to reusable bags: It’'s an opportunity
to be good environmental stewards and re-
sponsible neighbors. Single-use plastic bags
have abigimpactonthe environment. Plastic
bags often end up i our streets and gutters,

vacant lots, and trees. They're harmful to our
marine life and pollute our waterways. You
can use reusable bags time and time again
without tossing them in the trash, which
helps to reduce waste and carbon pollution,
As a city commitled to being carbon free and
moving toward zero waste, thisisa big step in
the right direction.

So, how will you carry your groceries
home? Moving forward, stores will provide
recyclable paper, compostable, or reusable
bags to customers, starting at 5 cents per
bag. This charge goes back to the businesses
to help them cover the cost of new sustain-
able checkout bags. As a customer, you can
avoid the charge by remembering to bring a
reusable bag whenever you shop. Businesses
will be able to use their existing inventory of
plastic bags by applying for an exemption to
the City’s Inspectional Services Department.

Switching to reusable bags is an impor-

Continued on page 3

Library

Continued from page 1

was without one for almost a decade before
the partnership.

The Blackstone Library is open to stu-
dents and teachers five days a week. With
close to 12,000 well-organized volumes on
the shelves, anonline database of these books,
regular author visits, a subscription to the
search engine EBSCO, and a cheery, welHit
space, the Blackstone is one of the premier
elementary school libraries in Boston Public
Schools. This is all thanks to a team of dedi-
cated volunteers and resources raised outside
of the school’s regular budget.

Library volunteers, who are neighbor-
hood residents and members of suburban
Episcopal churches, welcome two-thirds of
the school’s classrooms (23 of 35) for weekly
visils to the library for read-alouds and book-
borrowing. Adults work hard to get to know
each young person in grades KO'to 5, helping
students find the “justright” book to read
independently.

In October, young readers at the school
met Newbery Honor-winning author Adam
Gidwitz. This and other author visits to the
Blackstone School have been made possible
because of SSYP's partnership with Wonder-
more, Inc., a Boston-based non-profitagency
that seeks to “cultivate children’s curiosity,
creativity, and academic achievement by
igniting a love of good books.”

During his time at the school, Gidwitz
presented his new series, The Unicomn Rescue
Society, and shared insights into the wril-
ing process with an enthusiastic audience
of third graders. Thanks to the generosity

of Wondermore and Gidwitz, each student
took home a copy of the first book in the
series. Wondermore also provided copies
of the next twa books in the series to all the
third-grade classrooms and te the Blackstone
Library, where they are proving to be popular
checkout choices!

In November Blackstone Library vol-
unteers led activities at the Blackstone’s
Family Literacy Night, an annual event that
encourages a spirit of literacy at school and at
home. More than forty students visited library,
bringing their friends and family members,
to make bookmarks, pick up some reading-
related swag, and read stories to the library’s
mascol, Clifford the Big Red Dog.

The library program relies on volunteers
who keep theirfocus on supportingelassroom
teachersand enriching the reading experience
for students.

If you are interested in learning more
about volunteer opportunities in the library,
please email the Blackstone-SSYP's Library
Coordinator, Tricia Harvey (tricia@ssyphos-
ton.org) to arrange a visit or join the next
orientation session.

Support for the Blackstone Library can
also come through donations. During this
festive season, please consider donaling a
book from the Blackstone-SSYP Wish List,
found online at Porter Square Books: www.
portersquarebooks.comAvishlist/280

Be sure to mention in the Order Com-
ments section that you are ordering for
Blackstone Library to receive a 10% discount.
Choose "In-store Pick-up" as the delivery
option and Blackstone Volunteers will take
it from there.



Peverslrer 5 20 | Somdl 1w N | Page 3
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Sharon Lyn Kelly, 75, passed away on November 27, 2018 at the New
England Medical Center (Tufts University) where she had been employed
for 44 years as a registered nurse specializing in cancer treatment be-
fore her retirement. Sharon was born March 31, 1943 in Northampton,
Massachusetts the daughter of Earl and Virginia (Sargent) Kelly, She
was raised in Littleton, NH and was a graduate of Littleton High School,
After graduating from Elliot Hospital School of Nursing in Keene, NH, in
1964, Sharon moved to Boston to become an operating room nurse. She
$00n grew passionate about the fight against cancer and was amaong
the first cancer nurse specialists. She attended conferences around the
country and abroad to be trained in chemotherapy treatment, Her pa-
tients appreciated her kind, straight-forward encouragement to fight for
gach new day as scientist continued to make new discoveries.
Sharon’s yearbook goal to “see the world” was abundantly fulfilled as
she traveled to South America, China, India, Africa. and beyond. Some
of her favorite trips were to North Carolina beaches to camp with friends
and to the Maine coast to spend many wonderful vacations with her
family. She also enjoyed creating exquisite needlepoint projects.
Sharon loved living in Boston. Her feisty spirit, sense of adventure,
forthright manner and love of life endeared her to all who knew her,
She taught everyone to be their own hest advocate, She will be missed
hy her many good friends. She will be especially missed by her broth-

Phaso by Mehel ers, Conrad Kelly and wife, Susan and Paul Kelly and wife, Martha and
their families who wish to express gratitude to the staff of Tufts for their
H evelinie, connne oo e facturine Mi ica: / i
GllBSt OpIIIIOIl 4 1'.” . R : l“ 7" }': i L‘f ,,1,‘1‘ care of Sharon. There will be no funeral service; however, memorial
Combined G e 3 Al ERainle Wi SR egeardn contributions to cancer/diabetes research or animal shelters are ideas
SRR e ih;n:;:u\ Tonprend afonr progress and Thies for remembrances.
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Get local and advertise your
property in the South End News.

Ca” Jef’f at (61 7) 464-?280 ext. 202 2018 Fitness Together Franchise, LLC. All rights reserved. Each Fitness Together® studic is

g independently owned and operated. Valid for first time clients; cannot be combined with any other
or email: sales@southendnews.com. offer. See Studio for details and to schedule your sessions. Individual exercise results may vary
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ASK DOG LADY

Advice on Pets, Life, Love

By MoNICA COLLINS

Hello dear readers, happy helidays.
There is nothing like dog company during
the Christmas season when things are holly
and jolly. In the South End, the Polka Dog
Bake ry—an “Ask Dog Lady” favorite place for
years—is at 256 Shawmut Ave. Stop by and
pick up treats and toys for your angel. And
don’tforget to bringangel with you. Dogs are
most welcome inside the store.

In celebration of the season and our dog
darlings, Dog Lady thought it might be fun to
reprint some of her favorite questions—and
wise answers — that have appeared in this col-
umn through the years. All the questions—and
the wise answers—are guaranteed to be real.

Dear Dog Lady,

"Tis the holiday season and being in a
festive mood Ibought my dog Max(a75-pound
pitbull/Lab mix) a pair of reindeer antlers.
His coloring is such that he truly looks like
a reindeer with them on, not to mention the
fact he looks adorably funny. We got them at

the pet store the other day and I made him
walk home with them on. He did a great job
of wearing them on the short walk home and
didn't try to shake them off. When we got
home, however, he gave me a look that said,
"You owe me." My question: Do I owe him?

—Brian

Dear Biian,

Your dog sounds like a sweetie—as if he'd
do anything to please you. Dog Lady has a
warm-fuzzy feeling from reading your note.
You don’t need the antler test to be reminded of
your dog’s devotion. Al the very least, you owe
Max a meaty meal, da tender tummy rub, and
a long arduous outing— sans funny headgear.

Dear Dog Lady,

Do I get my girlfriend a pug puppy for
Christmas? Ter old pug died a couple of
months ago about a month after we started
goingout. Shehasbeenreally down eversince.
T hope anew dog will cheer her up and make
her feel good aboul us. She says she really
wants another dog but isn't ready yet. I found
the puppy online and put down a deposit.

—Billy

Dear Billy,

Please understand you can’t throw around
adog like astuffed animal in orderto get affec-
tion. Animal activist groups discourage puppy
presents—unless the person giving the dog is
prepared to assume all responsibility. Animal
shelters are filled with cast-off puppies in Janu-
ary because, after the haze from the holidays
fades, living dogs require work. They need to

be fed, walked and nurtured.

Also, your girl might also feel cornered
by such a grandly personal gif —even if she
instantly fell in love with the dog. It would
be as if you gave her a diamond ring with no
plansto marry. She will feel bewildered by your
expectations—or lack thereof. Youmust always
give romantic gifts in tune with the emotional
{enor of the relationship.

Dear Dog Lady,

Twantmy dogtohavea wonderful Christ-
mas present but Thave no extra income. Lean
barely afford to buy food for Oscar (he's a mix
of everything) so [ don’t want to spend money
on treats or toys. What do you recommend?

—Ray

Dear Ray,

Hearken backtothe legend of astarrysilent
nightsolongago. The animalsgathered around
a manger in astable near Bethlehem and were
peaceful. Let Oscar live in peace. Never yell at
him. Show him respect. Just because he’sa dog
doesn’t mean you should treat him like a dog.
You are his leader not his dictator.

Always remember Oscar enjoys being
where you are. Walking with you is your dog’s
great pleasure. Your pet does not care where
you work, how much money you make, what
treat you gave him yesterday. He lives for now.
On this holiday, Oscar’s joy in the present is
the greatest present he gives you. You can give
him an extra scratch behind the ears, a belly
rub, and a murmured “gooddog” for no reason.

Write askdoglady@gmail com.

Theater

Continued from page 1

with Arts Emerson artist in residence Daniel
Beaty's inspiring musical tribute to black lyric
tenor-composer Roland Hayes (1887-1977).
What makes the moving Lyric Stage
Sompany of Boston presentation especially
auspicious is the opportunity it provides
musically gifted Boston African-American
performer Davron Monroe to do full justice
to the art and life of his great predecessor.

Haves' majestic chronicle is a tale of
many cities. While he hailed from Georgia
and moved (at the age of 11) with his mother
Angel Mo' to Tennessee after the death of his
father, he also lived in Brookline, performed
in Boston and gave concerts before kings
and queens.

That majesty had as much to do with his
refusal to be artistically denied in the face of
racism (including) as with his undeniably large
talent. Bealy's dense 90-minute effort makes
generous use of Hayes' classical and black
spiritual repertoire in demonstrating both
therange of musicand his indomitable spirit.

Set during 1887-1942 at Angel Mo' 's
farm in "the flatwoods of a Negro settlement
in Georgia," this informative work goes all
the way back to the tenor's enchantment asa
youthwith a (seratchy) Caruso recording and

his memories of singing scales and musical
exercises. Look for Schuman concert lieder
and African-American spirituals, all sung with
vibrant tone by Monree.

On the plaintive Donizelti aria "Una
furtivalagrima," he displays the kind of sharp
phrasingand beautiful high register that Hayes
himself would admire. Monroe also sharesrich
harmony and strong exchanges— both heated
and tender—with Angel Mo', played with
tenacityandwarmth by Yewande Odetoyinbo.
Premier local actor Maurice Emmanuel Par-
ent (two Norton and three IRNE, awards), in
aterrific professional directing debut, sharply
captures all of Hayes' moments of frustration
and anger as well as his gratifying musical and
personal successes. Asher Denburg's musical
direction is equally stunning.

At one point, Haves is justly called an
"extraordinaryartist." Monroe and "Breathand
Imagination" deserve the same high praise.
(A AL R AR R AR AR R ER AN RN ENEREENER]

Maonbox Productions has brought very
fresh approaches to such musicals as "The
Wild Party" and "Cabaret" (the latter a haunt-
ingly powerful revival). Now they are trving
to do the same with Shakespeare's seminal
comedy "Twelfth Night" at Boston Cenler
for the Arts' Plaza Theatre. To that end, Evan
Turassini actually sings the beginning of
Duke Orsino's famous "I music be the food
of love" initial speech, and sheets of metal

achieve the sound of the pivotal opening
storm. Thanks to a tour de force performance
by gifted Matthew Zahnzinger ("Amadeus"
and "The Thirty-Nine Steps among others),
Malvolia's adoration of Oliviaand his dupery
by her cousin Toby Belch and his entourage
achieve both pathos and humor.

If director Allison Olivia Choat does not
fully push the proverbial envelope in other
ways, her generally satisfying cast does make
savory fare of this play's always intriguing
combination of sibling reunion and ambigu-
ous relationships—with  Orsino attracted to
Caesario (Viola of course in disguise) and
Antonio's very bromantic feeling for Viela's
twin brother Sebastian. Evan Turassini and
Charlotte Kinder—properly vulnerable
though quick witted as Viola/Caesario—
have good chemistry. Sarah Gazdowicz as
Olivia has the right subdued demeanor as a
widow attracted to Caesario and convincing
authority with her household. Zahnzinger is
ascenestealing hootas Malvoliosports yellow
stockings and arrives cross-gartered thinking
he will please Olivia. Arthur Gomez displays
appealing comic ease and sings with panache
as Feste the Jester.

Maonbox' "Twelfth Night" couldde with
more risk-taking, but a spirited cast keeps it
safely off the rocks.
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Discussing Homelessness
TWO SOUTH END LLOCATIONS T .

engage in a discussion on preventing youth

homelessness at Liberty Mutual Insurance

Rev. Liz Walker, Roxbury Presbyterian  in Boston on Thursday, December 6. Liberty
Church; Jamila Bradley, Educator and Youth  Mutual focuses its philanthropic giving in
homelessness prevention advocate; Chris — areas that affect the region’s most vulnerable
Gardner, Author, portraved by actor Will  communities, particularly youthwho are expe-
Smith in the movie 'Pursuit of Happyness'  riencing homelessness or housing instability.

o

Come Experience our Beauriful Dining Room and the
Freshest Thai Cuis

ake out is available from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. daily

617.267.7426

542 Columbus /
617.267.1755

Rev. Liz Walker, Roxbury Presbyterian Church; Jamila Bradley, Educator and Youth homeless-
ness prevention advocate; Chris Gardner, Author

Your
Neighborhood.

Your
Website.

Join us for a community conversation
and update on the construction and
future plans of Villa Victoria Center
for the Arts.

p Monday, December 17 » 2018 | 6pm

BCYF Blackstone Community Center
Auditorium 2" Floor

50 West Brookline Street,

Boston, MA 02118
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2
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MySouthEnd.com

Get local and advertise your
property in the South End News.

Call Jeff at (617) 464-7280 ext. 202
or email: sales@southendnews.com.
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McDonnell Roofing Co.
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Euty insured A 4 Brick Repointing, Brick, Block, Stone,
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FreciEatingates ¢ Over Alyears ofexperiancs { | Fully licensed and insured. 15 years of sastified customers and referrals,

McDonneIIRooflngBoston.com

Office; 781-848-6922 « Fax: 781-848-6923
Cell: 617-592-0850 « pstonescontracting@hotmail.com

CONSTRUCTION REMOL [ DESIGN |

The Dependable Handyperson : custom weddimdy inwitations
¢ oo eocgo o eventinvitalions ¢ o @
FINT PATNTING AND RETINISHING RN o @ ¢ o wedding programs ¢ @ ¢ 0 ©

SMATT. RTPATRS AND RINOVATIONS e e
Drer anD GaRDEN WoRK

Call Jean at 617-236-1795
dependablehandy(@ aol.com

Pl I

ProviDing QUALITY MW
ELECTRICAL SERvICES wwwe [ynngrehamdesigns.com ¢ info@lynngrahemdesigns.com
{o the Boston Agea

Gleaning hy Judy

617-301-9645

Sesident’z] & Commercial

Letters Policy

Froo Estimates

Zd Heur Sarvice
! The South End News welcomes

SerVice Gu ide Ads et Castaet S S 1971 letters to the editor. All letters
Get RBSUItS nls EIIEGTH“: - . must bel ewgned and accompanied

by a mailing address and
For more information please call: S A2l

61 7 . 464 3 7280 wwnds-electric.com | L phone number.

HassLicence 143308 ) e-mail: letters@southendnews.com | fax: 617.464.7286




8 of Boston's
Best Restaurants
1 Perfect Cg

4 Meal Certificate with every
$100 in gift cards purchased™

*promo ends 12/31/18.
meal certificates valid 1/1/19 through 3/31/19

Metropolis « Aquitaine Boston - Aquﬂame Chestn'ui- H|II
Aquitaine Dedham ¢ Cinquecento * Gaslight Boston
Gaslight Lynnfield » Gaslight Cafe







