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FKR & BLM Have Much In Common

Justice Concerns Could
Unite Unlikely Allies

BY SUE OCONNELL
Co-Publisher

They emerge from different
communities, with different back-
grounds and political leanings.

Yet these two American move-
ments share striking similarities
in their core grievances.

Both distrust official narratives
from law enforcement. Both point
to evidence they believe has been
tampered with or mishandled.
Both suspect investigations have
been designed to protect insiders
rather than uncover truth. Both
question whether institutions can
legitimatelyinvestigatethemselves.
Both have built grassroots com-
munities through social media,

Photos via Unsplash.

concerns than addressing them.
One might reasonably assume
these parallel movements would

circumventing traditionalinforma-
tion gatekeepers.

And both have faced dismissal
from authorities who seem more

interested in discrediting their Continued on page 1

Ellis Early LearningNames Rosa Turco Its First
Director of Evaluation, Educational Excellence

SUBMITTED BY
ELLIS EARLY LEARNING

Ellis Early Learning has an-
nounced the appointment of Rosa
Guzman Turco as its first Director
of Evaluation and Educational
Excellence, a role created to fur-
ther the organization’s mission of
advancingteacher quality and child
outcomes.

“An education researcher with a
doctorate in human development
and teaching from the Harvard
Graduate School of Education,
Rosa brings a valuable skillset to
our team,” said Ellis Early Learning
CEOLaurenCook. “Rosahasatrack
recordof developingprograms and
tools that foster inclusive environ-

Continued on page 3

Rosa Guzman Turco, Bllis Early Learning Director of Evaluation and Edu-
cational Excellence. Photo courtesy of Hlis Early Learning
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‘Her Portmanteau’ Unpacks
Family Tensions in Powerful
Ufot Cycle Instaliment

)

Lorraine Victoria Kanyike, Patrice Jean-Baptiste, and |

ade A.Guerrainthe

Central Square Theater and Front Porch Arts Collective staging of Her
Portmantead. Photo by Maggie Hall Photography.

BY JULEsS BECKER
Contributing Writer

Mfoniso Udofia is a playwright
whoseintriguing Ufot Cycleisprov-
ing as challenging to Boston area
theaters as the family on which it

focuses. Raised in Massachusetts
and educated at Wellesley College
and the American Theatre Conser-
vatory, the Nigerian- American dra-

Continued on page 4

Mike’s City Diner Turns 30

SUBMITTED BY
MIKE'S €ITY DINER

Mike’sCity Diner, thelegendary
South End breakfast and lunch
hotspot is turning 30. Jay Hajj
opened Mike’s City Diner in the
South End neighborhood in 1995
and it has since become a beloved
Boston institution, famous for its
American diner classics, huge
portions, greatprices, friendlyser-
vice and signature fresh-roasted
turkeys.

To celebrate, from Monday May

Continued on page 2

Jay Hajj . Photo courtesy of Mike's
City Direr.
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Mike's City Diner

Continued from page 1

19th through Friday May 23rd, 7 a.m.-11:30
a.m., owner Jay Hajj will turn back the
price of Mike’s popular “Weekday Special”
to $6.99. That's 3 eggs any style, 3 pieces
bacon or sausage, grits or home fries, toast
and coffee.

In 1995, Bill Clinton was President,
Thomas Menino was Mayor of Boston, O]
Simpsonwentontrial, the Internet became
ubiquitous, and Jay Hajj opened Mike’s
City Diner. Since opening, every Boston
mayor from Menino to Marty Walsh, and
now MichelleWu, hasfrequented the diner
for breakfast meetings with the city’s top
officials — imagine if the walls could talk!

From the beginning, Mike’s City Diner
was a community gathering space and
neighborhood mainstay, a favorite for
police, firefighters, and doctors at nearby
Boston Medical Center. Whoever youwere—
black, white, rich, poor, gay, straight-you
were welcome. Sincethen, Mike’s City Diner
has ingrained itself in the community and
given back to the people he credits for the
diner’s decades of success.

Hajj represents the American dream—
moving to Boston from war torn Lebanon
asachild and becoming a force inthe city’s
vibrantrestaurant andrealestatecommuni-
ties.He helped spearheadtherenovation of
legendary Locke-Ober intotrendy Yvonne’s
(Mariel, Mr. H), and also rents thespace for
Toro tapas bar (located right next door to
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Goddard House offers residents enriching
evervday experiences aimed at promoting
independence, inspiring curiosity and
encouraging connection with others.
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Olmsted Memory Support programs
backed by research and designed to treat
the symptoms of Alzhcimer’s discase
Unique shore-term and trial stay option
with “no minimum stay” requirement!
Stay as long or as short as vou need.

Call to schedule a tour! 617.731.8500
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"Beirutto Boston:A Cookbook:Comfort Food
Inspired by a Rags-to-Restaurants Story" Photo
courtesy of Mike's City Diner.

Mike’s) to his now good friend Ken Oringer.

Jayisauthor of “From Beirutto Boston:Com-
fort Food Inspired by a Rags-to-Restaurants
Story,” an autobiographical cookbook.Heisa
frequentguestontheFood Network, where you
can see him alongside Guy Fieri on “Guy’s Big
Bite,” “Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives”and “Guy’s
Grocery Games.” In 2014, The Food Network
named Mike’s Famous Pilgrim Sandwich as
one of the Five Best Thanksgiving meals in
America.

“When I think of Boston I think of the tea
party, I think of the sox of course, and now
1 think of a place called Mike’s City Diner!”
Says Guy Fieri.
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Ellis Early Learning

Continued from page 1

ments and drive measurable growth in chil-
dren’s learning, making her a perfect fit for
Ellis. We are thrilled to welcome Rosaintothis
new role during a period of growth at Ellis.”
Turco will drive the creation of a measure-
ment, evaluation and learning system to
measure the impact of Ellis’s new Center of
Excellence, ensuring continuous improve-
ment and data-driven decision-making.
She will develop systems and processes
that assess teacher quality, child outcomes
and the broader classroom
environment, recognizing
that early learning is shaped
by multiple, interconnected
factors.
By integrating diverse data
sources — ranging from child
assessments to observa-
tions of instructional prac-
tices, family engagement and
social-emaotional supports
—Turco will create a sustain-
able frameworkthat notonly
measures growth but also helps educators,
families and policymakers understand the
everydayimpactof early childhood education.
This work will be deeply aligned with Ellis’s
mission of helping all children develop the
social, emotional and academic skills they
need to thrive in school and in life.
Turcobrings overadecade ofexperienceas
aneducationresearcher, specializing in early

of Boston

tment

childhoodeducation andliteracy. Beforejoin-
ing Ellis, she was the Director of Research at
National University and Director of Research
and Evaluation ata software developmentor-
ganization dedicated toimproving the quality
of life for underserved communities. Turco
was also a teaching fellow at the Harvard
University Graduate School of Education for
nearly five years. Inhermostrecentroles, she
spearheaded the development of a bilingual
e-reading platform and designed and evalu-
ated language and social-emotional learning
programs.

Turco’s research spans executive function
and theory of mind in bilin-
gual preschoolers, infants’
early numerical intuitions
and the impact of digital
media on early language and
literacy development. Across
theseareas, herwork seeksto
identify the optimal ways to
support young children and
to capture the key features of
learning environments that
best foster growthfor children
from diverse backgrounds

and needs.

Turco also holds a master’s degree in edu-
cation from the Harvard Graduate School of
Educationandabachelor’s degreein psychol-
ogy from Wellesley College.

A Medway resident, Rosa is immersed in
early childhood at Ellis and at home, which
she shares with her husband and two young
children, ages 1 and 3.

Virtual Public Meeting

ALEXANDRA HOTEL
Register: bosplans.org/

AlexandraHotelPublicMeeting

DESCRIPTION:

Mailto: Zoe Schutte
Planning Department
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02201
Email:  zoe.schutte@boston.gov
Phone: 617.918.4311

org | @) eB

Plans

Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864
Meeting ID: 160 622 4471

PROJECT PROPONENT: Alexandra Partners LLC

The Alexandra Partners LLC plans to redevelop an 8,025-square-foot site at
the intersection of Washington Street and Massachusetts Avenue. The
project consists of two parcels, one of which is a vacant lot at 1769
Washington Street. The other parcel at 1767 Washington and 631
Massachusetts Avenue is the location of the historic Hotel Alexandra which
was built in 1875. The redevelopment will create a 68-room hotel spanning
39,300 square feet, incorporating the existing 27,200-square-foot structure
with a 12,100-square -foot Addition. The proposal aims to restore and
preserve the hotel's fagade and select interior elements.

Teresa Polherus, Executive Director /Secretary

Close of Public Comment Period:
4/30/2025

Website:
bosplang.org /AlexandraHotel
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Barbara Francis Cherubini, 8 beloved mother,
wife, sister, friend, entrepeneur, and philan-
thropist, passed away peacefully and sur-
rounded by an adoring family at her home in
Florida on March 1, 2025, after a remarkable
demonstration of endurance and strength in
her fight against Parkinson's Disease. Barbara
was the embodiment of style and grace, and
will be forever missed.

Barbara was born in Worcester, Massachusetts, to Albert
and Nancy Agbay, and grew up in a home filled with warmth,
love, and the comforting smells of ltalian and Lebanese
cooking. She was the cherished sister to Judy and Albert.
Their home was always full of family, friends, afternoon
coffees, and beautiful dresses, all made by her mother.
Barbara's beloved grandmother, Giulia, was a guiding in-
fluence for Barbara, instilling in her a deep sense of fam-
ily values, a tireless work ethic, and a passion for feeding
and caring for others; all of which Barbara adopted and
carmied throughout her life.

Barbara’s path to success began when she attended
Catholic school followed by Regis College, where she ob-
tained her degree in Home Economics and forged lasting
friendships. With her strong nose and taste and entrepre-
neurial spirit, Barbara worked together with perfumist Arthur
D. Little to create Wink, the original version of Fresca.

On an evening out with her girlfriends at Pete’s Pub in
Boston, Barbara met her husband and the love of her life,
Julian. They were a perfect match in every sense, marmying
six months after meeting. Together they created a lasting
legacy and loving family. After moving to the South End,
they made lifelong friends and developed an interest in real
estate, which became a lifelong passion for the twa of them.
Julian and Barbara were ever the complement to one an-
other, particularly in their joint work in founding AliMed, a
company bom from their shared vision to ‘help people help
people”in 1970. While Julian leveraged his multiple degrees
to rethink ways in which to address the needs of caregiv-
ers and patients, Barbara implemented a family-business
mindset and spent many late nights stuffing envelopes with
mailers and stitching tabs onto knee braces. After growth in
their business moved the company out of their living room
and into a downstairs office in the South End, AliMed con-
tinued to grow with the ongoing dedication and devotion
from Julian and Barbara, and ultimately moved to Dedham,
employing over 200 individuals.

Together, Julian and Barbara raised their beloved daugh-
ters, Nicole and Alexandra. As a8 mother, Barbara was a
constant source of love, support, and guidance. While
continuing to work with Julian in their real estate endeav-

i

ors and in growing AliMed, she created a home
where family came first, just as her mother and
grandmother had done before her. Through the
unconditional love and support Barbara provided
1o Alexandra and Nicole, she passed on herwork
ethic, entrepreneurial spirit, fashion sense, sew-
ing lessons, and food infused with love and joy.
She taught them both to truly savor their lives of-
fered, seeking pleasure inall they chose to do.

Barbara lived life to the fullest. She loved to host par-
ties, spend meaningful time with family and friends, and
took many memorable trips. Travel was one of her greatest
joys, and of all the places she visited, Marocco, its incred-
ible history of craft and its exceptional cuisine held a special
place in her heart, She deeply enjoyed the arts, a passion
she passed on to her grandchildren, Malachi and Roma, who
have both pursued and excelled in this arena.

Her love of fashion was constantly on display, and she
forever looked fabulous curating elegant and timeless en-
sembles. Barbara loved boxing and ballroom dancing, tak-
ing lessons well-into the late stages of her life. After receiv-
ing her Parkinson's diagnosis in the early 2000s, Barbara
continued on with her infectious joy forlife, never letting the
disease define her. Instead, she became a dedicated sup-
porter of the Michael J. Fox Foundation and their remark-
able efforts to find a cure for Parkinson's. In addition Bar-
bara founded the Barbara and Julian Cherubini Foundation,
which among other causes has focused on neurological
research and advancement through the Fox Foundation
and Massachusetts General Hospital. Barbara's resil-
ience, kindness, and generosity of spirit remained un-
wavering. She was forever a beacon of love and strength,
always ready to offer help tothose in need.

Barbara is survived by her daughters, Alexandra and Ni-
cole Agbay Cherubini, her grandchildren, Malachi Bosch and
Roma Josephine Cherubini Purcell, and her son-in-law, Ca-
milo Alvarez. Her legacy of love, joy, and determination will
live on in all who were fortunate enough to have had their
lives enriched by knowing her. She will forever be remem-
bered as a woman of style, grace, brilliance, determination,
and extraordinary strength, and she will be deeply missed
by allwho had the privilege of sharingin her remarkable life.

A party in celebration of Barbara’s life will be held in
Boston on Sunday, June 8th, 2025. For more information,
please contact cherubinimemarial@gmail.com.

In lieu of flowers, gifts may be made to The Michael J.
Fox Foundation in memory of Barbara Cherubini. Donations
can be sent to The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s
Research at 111 West 33rd Street, 10th Floor, New York, NY
10001, or via michaeljfox.org/donate.




Page 4 | South End News | April 17,2025

FKR

Continued from page 1

recognize their common ground. Yet sup-
porters of Karen Read and Black Lives Matter
activists often view each other as occupying
oppositeendsof America’sdividedlandscape.
At first glance, these groups might seem
worlds apart. But dig deeper,
and you'll find their core con-
cerns spring from the same
well: distrust of law enforce-
mentandfears aboutsystemic
justice failures.
The Karen Read case has
captivated Massachusetts
and beyond since Boston po-
lice officer John O'Keefe was
found dead in 2022. His girl-
friend, Karen Read, is charged
with second-degree murder,
leaving the scene of a deadly accident, and
manslaughter afterallegedlystriking O’Keefe
with her vehicle. She has pleaded not guilty,
claiming she isthe victim ofalaw enforcement
conspiracy. Her previous trial ended with a
hung jury and her re-trial is underway.
Read’s supporters argue she’s been rail-
roadedbyacorruptsystemprotectingitsown.

They allege that there is missing evidence,
inconsistent testimonies, and investigation
irregularities that suggest a cover-up.

Sound familiar? These are precisely the
concerns that galvanized the Black Lives
Matter movement: allegations of evidence
tampering, officersprotectingeachother, and
investigations that seem designed to reach

predetermined conclusions
rather than uncover truth.

Both movements funda-
mentally question whether
our justice system can fairly
investigate itself. When police
investigate potential mis-
conduct by fellow officers —
whetherinasuspicious death
case like Read’s or in police
violencecasescentralto BLM
—the sametroublingquestion
emerges: Who watches the

watchers?

Critics may dismiss Read supporters as
conspiracy theorists or BLM activists as anti-
police, butthis missestheir shared, legitimate
concern: justice systems work only when
accountability applies equally to everyone,
including those within the system.

The parallels don’t stop at critiques. Both

movements have leveraged social media to
circumventtraditionalinformationgatekeep-
ers, building grassroots communities united
by skepticism toward official narratives. Both
have faced dismissal from authorities who
seem more interested in discrediting their
concerns than addressing them.

Of course, significant differences exist
between these movements in scale, demo-
graphics, and historical context. But their
common thread — demanding transparency
when power investigates itself — transcends
political divides.

Perhapsthere’s an opportunity here.

If Americans from different political back-
grounds can recognize their shared interest
in accountable institutions, we might find
common ground in reforming systems to
restore trust.

Because ultimately, a justice system that
works fairly for everyone benefits us all - re-
gardless of which specific case brought us to
that realization.

Sue O'Connellistheeditor of South End News
and a commentator for NBCio Boston. She
appears regularly on “Canton Confidential:
The Karen Read Murder Trial” nightly at 7
pm on NBC10 and Peacock. Follow O’Connell
on social media: @suenbchoston

Porimanteau

Continued from page 1

matist has tapped into her own background
as well as her family’s in nine plays being
staged locally through next year — begin-
ning with “Sojourners” and “The Grove,”
already handsomely produced byHuntington
Theatre. The fourth play in the cycle— “Her
Portmanteau” (the third “runboyrun” has
been heard on a podcast) - is receiving a
strong co-production by Central Square
Theater and the Front Porch Arts Collective.
Althougheachof the playsinthecyclecan
be regarded as individual efforts, “Her Port-
manteau” absorbingly develops the stories
of characters firstintroduced in “Sojourners”
and “The Grove.” As with Udofia’sown fam-
ily, the Ufots immigrate to Houston, Texas in
the 1970's (1978 inthe first play) and move to
Worcester in the second (herein 2009). Cen-
tering on family reunion, confrontation and
possible reconciliation, “Her Portmanteau”
bringstogether conflicted mother Abasiama
Ufot and her two very different daughters
with different fathers —gay New York-based
Adiaha (meaning eldest in the Nigerian
language Ibibio) and Nigeria-raised Iniabasi
Ekpeyong. Iniabasiprovesthe pivotalcharac-
ter as her visitat Adiaha's homey apartment
(well detailed and colorfully set by designer
Shelley Barish) becomesa war of wordswith
seething resentments involving the half-
sisters and their Worcester-based mother.
‘While “Her Portmanteau”may sometimes
seem less vocally showy than its predeces-
sors, Udofia’s disarming drama ends up offer-
ingtimely insights about family understand-
ing and love as well as respect for cultural
differences. The plays clever title can have
as much to do with Abasiama’s emotional
baggage as with her mother’s connection to
the daughter’sredsuitcase andtellingphotos
she brings on her visit. Abasiama speaks of

=

Lorraine Victoria Kanyike, Patrice Jean-Baptiste. Phto by Maggie Hall Photography:

her own son Kufre - the subject of the fifth
play in the cycle “Kufre n’ Quay” — expected
to be staged this coming July. Asin the earlier
plays, the characters speak a fair amount of
Ibibio—especiallyin heatedexchanges. Some
theatergoers may wish that the companies
staging Udofia’s plays would provide translat-
ing surtitles or playbill explanationsof the gist
of these conversations. Even so—particularly
as characters respond in English — audience
members are likely to discern the nuances of
such exchanges.

Under Tasia A.Jones’ thoughtfuldirection,
the play’s journey from initial misunder-
standing and emotional distance to potential
commongroundis vividly portrayedbythe co-
production’s talented cast. Jade A.Guerra finds
all of Iniabasi’s early contentiousness and
puzzlementaswellasher gradualsofteningto-
wards her welcomingsister and her conflicted

mother. Lorraine Victoria Kamyike captures
Adiaha’s ongoing outreach to her sister while
never losing sight of the character’s compli-
cated relationship with her mother. Patrice
Jean-Baptiste catches Abasiama’s tenacity as
well as her vulnerability in searching for full
understanding from herdaughters. Costume
designer Chloe Moore artfully reflects the
degrees to which the characters’ clothes
demonstrate their respective attitudes about
American and Nigerian cultural differences.

As with the title suitcase, “Her Portman-
teau” could do with a careful examination
by the playwright — especially to pack more
detailabout the sisters’ respective challenges
regarding work and life. Still, the plays staged
thus far from the Ufot Cycle establish Udofia
as a significant voice - one that is adding
an important measure of excitement to the
Boston theater scene.
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Egg hunt starts at 10am SHARP!
Bring your own basket
Crafts | Sensory PLAY | Treats

Residential / Commercial

“When it comes to painting and carpentry,

we’re the Angels you’ve been looking for.”

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841

Tim@angelspainting.net
www.angelspaintinginc.com

LETTERS POLICY

The South End News

welcomes letters to the editor.

All letters must be signed and
accompanied by a mailing address
and phone number.

Because of space limitations,

letters should not be more
than 200 words.

e-mail: letters@southendnews.com
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LAW OFFICES
Donald E. Green, P.C.

Everyone is going

For all your legal needs, call the Law Offices of Donald E. Green.

We concentrate on personal injury matters as well as criminal
defense, civil rights, immigration matters, wills & trusts,
Chapter 7 bankruptcy, real estate and sexual harassment claims.

Please call
at (617) 442-0050 or
email dgreen@donaldegreen.com
or agreen@donaldegreen.com

After more than 30 years
in Dudley Square
we have moved.

Washington Park Mall (less than a mile
from our previous location) T |

330 Martin Luther King i - ¥
Boulevard, Roxbury i "_g |




