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A transcendent Case

A Case for the Existence of God, speakeasy Stage
Company, Roberts Studio Theatre, Calderwood Pavilion, through
February 17. 617-933-8600 or speakeasystage.com

Jesse Hinson (left) as Ryan and De'Lon Grant as Keith in "A Case for the

Existence of God" at Speak Easy Stage Company.Photo by Nile Scott Studios.

JULES BECKER
ContributingWriter

Sometimes a disarming play can
be very compelling. A terrific case
in point is Samuel D. Hunter’s two-
character drama “A Case for the
Existence of God.” Set in a cubicle

inside a Twin Falls, Idaho small
business in the present or recent
past, Hunter’s seemingly simpleplay
deals with efforts to secure a loan
with the help of a mortgage broker.

Continued on page 6
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Galentine’s Event

Join us for a heartwarming eve-
ning of laughter, creativity, and
connection at our “Galentines”
extravaganza! More Than Words
Bookstore, 242 East Berkeley St.
Boston, Saturday, Feb. 9th 7-9pm.
$50 per person.

Get ready for adelightful blend of
fun activities designed just for you,

FOLLOW US! @SOUTHENDNEWS

whether you're celebrating with
friends, family, or flying solo!

Make Your Own Charcuterie
Board: Dive into the world of gour-
met delights as you craft your very
own charcuterie board. Mix, match,
and savor the flavorsthat tickle your
taste buds!

Continued on page 2
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South End
Cathedral

An overflow crowd
filled the Cathedral
on Saturday moming
February 3 for the
Episcopal ordination
of Bishop Christiano
Barbosa,Boston's new-
est auxiliary Bishop of
Boston. His parents
and family journeyed
to Boston from Brazil
for the happy occa-
sion. Photo by Patrick
O'Connor.
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Pine Street Inn Dedicates “Yawkey House”

SUBMITTED BY PINE STREET INN

Pine Street Inn, New England’s
largest homeless services organi-
zation, dedicated its Women’s Inn
shelter in Boston’s South End today,
unveiling “YawkeyHouse” in recog-
nition of the Yawkey Foundation’s
transformational support. Leaders
from both organizations, including
MaureenH.Bleday, CEQandtrustee
of Yawkey Foundation, and Lyndia
Downie, presidentand executive di-
rector of Pine Street Inn, celebrated
thenaminginaceremonytoday, Jean
Yawkey’s 115" birthday.

Therenaming of the Women’sInn
as Yawkey Houseisin recognitionof
a $15 million gift, the largest single

Continued on page 4

From Left to Right: Pine Street Inn dedicated its VWomen's Inn in Boston’s
South End today by unvelling"Yawkey House™'in recognition of the Yawkey
Foundation’s transformational support (L-R): Lorn Davis, Chair, Board
of Directors, Pine Street Inn; Lyndia Downie, President and Executive
Director, Pine Street Inn; Maureen H. Bleday, CEO and Trustee, Yawkey
Foundation; Debra M. McNulty, Trustee, Yawkey Foundation; Reverend Dr:
Ray Hammond, Trustee, Yawkey Foundation.

NEWS FROM...

Boston Genters for Youth & Families

February School
Vacation Week is Coming

Our centers have lots of events
plannedfor theFebruary schoolvaca-
tion week and Black History Month.
Check out our registration website,
Boston.gov/BCYF-Registration and

X f

go to the "special events” tab to see
what's planned. More s being added
every day!

Youth Sport Fairs are Coming
Youth ages 9-14 are invited to two
upcoming Youth Sports Fairs on

Thursday, February 22 from 1-4pm
at the BCYF Shelburne Community
Center and Sunday, March 17 from
g9am-12pm at the Carter Playground
Bubble in the South End. Both events

Continued on page 2
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% Angel’s Painting, Inc. ’

Residential / Commercial

“When it comes to painting and carpentry,

we're the Angels you’ve been looking for.”

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841

Tim@angelspainting.net
www.angelspaintinginc.com
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253 shawmut ave, suite 2a « boston, ma 02118
617.460.2532 - info@lynngrahamdesigns.com

BCYF

Continued from page 1

will feature sports clinics and activities, infor-
mationabout upcoming youth sportsprograms
and opportunitiesinBoston, andmusic, snacks,
and free giveaways. Registration is strongly
encouraged. tinyurl.com/Sports-Fair.

Help Us Plan a Girls Sports Summit

We want to hear from you! This year, Boston
Centers for Youth & Families is diving deeper
into Girls Sports Programming and planninga
Girls Sports Summit for Boston girls7to14over
April school vacation week (April 16-19, 2024).
To make sure this event is a total success, we
need input from Boston girls. Please take this
survey at Boston.gov/BCYF-Girls.

Black History Month
Partnership with NE Revs

The New England Revolution have
launched the club’s fourth annual “Touches
for CH.A.N.G.E.” initiative which celebrates
New England’s Black History. As part of the

intiative, Touches for C.H.A.N.G.E. has raised
over $70,000 for the purchase of new soccer
equipment and many hours of youth-oriented
programming atmultiple BCYFlocations. Learn
more below.

BCYF Lifeguard
Preparedness Academy

Our in-person course providesthe time you
need to learn the hands-on skills to become
certified as a professional lifeguard with the
City of Boston.Opentoages16 and older, swim
lessonsand video toolswillimproveyour swim-
ming skills as will water skills development,
refinement and conditioning. Walk-ins are
welcome. Offered January to May, 2024. Visit
our website, below, tosign up or email Nadine.
Jesionek@boston.gov.

We're Hiring Lifeguards

Part-time, and full-time lifeguard posi-
tions are available. Great pay and benefits!
Visit our website Boston.gov/Lifeguard-Jobs
to learn more and apply. Boston residency is
not required.

Galentine's

Continued from page 1

Build Your Own Bouquet: Not only can
you ‘buy yourself flowers’ you can tap into
your inner florist and assemble a beautiful
bouquet that’s asunique as you are. It's a chance
to express your creativity and craft the bouquet
that’s perfect for you.

Blind Date with a Book: Embark on a literary
adventure with a mystery book waiting just for
you. Let serendipity guide your reading journey
— who knows, you might discover your next
favorite author!

Hot Chocolate Happiness: Warm up your
winter evening by creating your own hot choco-
late stirrer. Stir up some magic and cozy vibes
in every sip!

Cheers to Friendship: The fun doesn’t end
there! Join us at the cash bar from 7-9pm toraise
aglass and toast to friendship. Whetherit's your
go-todrink ora delightful discovery, letthe good
times flow!

Exclusive 1/20ffSale:Asaspecialtreat,attend-
eeswillhaveaccesstoour 1/20ffsalepresale. Dive
into a treasure trove of books and merchandise
atirresistible prices!

Thiseventistailor-madefortheyoungatheart,
aged 20-35, seeking a memorable Galentine’s
celebration. Don’t miss out on this enchanting
eveningfilledwithlaughter,creativity,andthejoy
ofliterary discoveries! Reserve your spot now for
anighttoremember.#GalentinesAtBostonBook-
store #CelebrateLoveAndFriendship

MoreThanWords242 East Berkeley St.Boston,
MA 02118

Do you have
an event that

you would like ,
featured in the
South End News?

email sennews

southendnews.com




February 8,2024 | South End News | Page 3

LD,

LAW OFFICES
Donald E. Green, P.C.

Everyone is going

For all your legal needs, call the Law Offices of Donald E. Green.

We concentrate on personal injury matters as well as criminal
defense, civil rights, immigration matters, wills & trusts,
Chapter 7 bankruptcy, real estate and sexual harassment claims.

Please call
at (617) 442-0050 or
email dgreen@donaldegreen.com
or agreen@donaldegreen.com

After more than 30 years
in Dudley Square
we have moved.

Washington Park Mall (less than a mile
from our previous location)

330 Martin Luther King
Boulevard, Roxbury
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USES CEO Jerrell Cox Accepted Into YW
Boston’s LeadBoston Program

SUBMITTED BY USES

United South End Settlements (USES)
today announced that CEO Jerrell Cox has
been accepted to participate in YW Boston’s
signature leadership initiative, Lead Boston.
The competitive program accepted more
than 40 localleaders and changemakers an-
nually who aim to analyze the root causes
of diversity, equity, and inclusion challenges
over 11 months.

The program is comprised of in-person
discussions, networking, classes, and de-
velopment workshops. With over ten years
of experience directing youth programs,
fundraising, staff development, andexecutive
leadership at USES, Cox is prepared to bring
his unique perspective to the cohort.

“Ifeel so honored to be a part of LeadBos-
ton—and eagertogetto work,”hesaid. "The
opportunity to collaborate with this excep-
tional group of leaders throughout the year
is an incredible privilege. I look forward to
representing USESasIconnect with different
teams throughout Boston, working through
the challenging questions, conversations,
and solutions that drive positive change and
equity throughout the city.”

Among those joining Cox in this year’s
LeadBoston cohort are Akiba Abaka, direc-
tor of good trouble for the Boston Children’s
Chorus; Anna Beninger, vice president of
diversity, equity & inclusion for Liberty
Mutual Insurance; and Barsha Gautam, VP,
branch manager of Eastern Bank. Each of
these organizationsis acurrent partner within
USES’s community and work.

YW Boston is an organization that helps
individualsandcompaniesreflectand change
policies, practices, attitudes, and behaviors
to create more inclusive environments. Their
mission is dedicated to eliminating racism,
empowering women, and promoting peace,
justice, freedom, and dignity for all.

Jerrell Cox, Photo via wwwiuses.org,
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Cox’s social justice and inclusivity work be-
ganearlyin his career when he became USES's
out-of-school-time directorin2009, managing
the After SchoolSite and Camp Haleprograms.
Hethen served as Camp Hale'sdirector forten
years,leadingthe camp’sprogrammingthrough
a significant turning point as it developed a
girl’s program at the historically all-boyscamp.

In 2020, Cox was promoted to vice presi-
dent of development and external relations,

working to secure critical resources during
COVID-19thatensuredthe organizationcould
continue providingtop-quality programming
to children and families. As CEO, Cox con-
tinues to align USES’ work and mission with
programs that offer families opportunities,
resources, and support that promote social
equity.

For more information about USES, please
visit www.uses.org.

Yawkey House

Continued from page 1

commitment in Pine Street’s history, from
the Yawkey Foundation in December 2021.
The Foundation’s commitment to advancing
Pine Street’s mission to end homelessness by
making permanent housing a reality for the
most vulnerable individuals, willconsiderably
advance Pine Street’s vision of “a home and
community for everyone.”

Thegiftis enabling Pine Street tocreate 400-
500 new units of permanent housing over five
years, an approximately 40% increase in its
totalunits. Thegranthasalreadyled tomaterial
improvements at the Women’s Inn, including
thereplacement ofmorethan3oodeteriorating
windows with new, energy-efficient windows
that bring in additional natural light, and a
renovation to the shelter lobby.

The Yawkey Foundation is a leading phil-
anthropic organization and a valued partner
to Pine Street. Its support spans more than

35 years and has included Foundation staff
volunteerism.

Jean Yawkey began personally funding Pine
Street Inn in 1988, with a special commitment
to supporting the critical needs of women
facing major life challenges. The Women’s
Inn opened in 1980 to serve a growing num-
ber of women experiencing homelessness.
Pine Street supports more than 1,300 women
each year through its street outreach, shelter,
workforce development and permanent sup-
portive housing.

“We are deeply grateful to Jean and Tom
Yawkey and tothe Yawkey Foundation for their
unwavering support andpartnership. For over
35years, they have stood by our side, ensuring
thatthe most vulnerableindividualsamongus
receivethe supportthey needto move forward
withtheirlives,” said Lyndia Downie, president
andexecutive director of Pine Street Inn. “The
Foundation'srecent transformational commit-
ment is helping us significantly expand our
permanent supportive housing. Naming this

building Yawkey House reinforces the impact
that the Yawkeys, especially Mrs. Yawkey, had
on those who faced major challenges in their
lives. What a fitting way to honor her on her
birthday.”

“Duringtheirlifetimes, Jean and Tom Yawkey
lived their charitable values by quietly helping
individuals gain access to basic human needs:
food, medical care, emergency shelter, and a
home of one’s own,” said Maureen H. Bleday,
Yawkey Foundation CEO and trustee. “Our
trustees see this critical work happening ev-
ery day withempathy, patience, kindness and
expertise — by Pine Street Inn’s heroic team
offering direct services to Greater Boston's
most vulnerable individuals. Jean Yawkey
was a champion for women, and we have no
doubt that providing this beautifully reno-
vated building, which provides hope, support
and dignity - and having it named as ‘Yawkey
House’ - would have been among her proud-
est, most humbling moments over a lifetime
of philanthropy.”

© 2024 South End News Inc.
PO BOX E14,
Boston, MA 02127

TheSouthEnd Newsis acopyrightedpublication.
Any storiesor photoscontained hereinmay notbe
reproducedinwholeorinpart without the express
written permission of the publisher. The South
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Questions or complaints regarding advertising
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To be considered for publication, letters must be
no longer than 500 words; refrain from extreme
personal artacks; be signed and include an address
and daytime telephone number. Writers should
refrain from making incorrect statements since
they may be barred from future issues. Deadline
is noon Tuesday for Thursday's paper. Tosend us
leters: Mail to PO BOX E14, Boston, MA 02127;
E-mail: leners@southendnews.com
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Boston Public Library
South End Branch

Join us for a community meeting to discuss
plans for the South End Library

WHEN: Monday, February 12, 2024
6:30 to 8:00 PM

Virtual
Scan QR code or follow link:

https://bit.ly/bplsouthend

HOSTED BY:

City of Boston
Michelle Wu, Mayor
Dion Irish, Chief of Operations

Boston Public Library
David Leonard, President

Public Facilities Department ESSBTL?E

Kerrie Griffin, Director LIBRARY

utile
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Case

Continued from page 1

A stressed out father hopes an acreage pur-
chasewill persuade ajudge to allow him shared
custody of his young daughter. Under the
careful SpeakEasy Stage Company guidance of
multiple talent Melinda Lopez (actress/writer/
director), thisdeserving 2022 New York Drama
Critics’ Circle Award winner proves as much
of an affecting look at male friendship and
human bonding as at a potential transaction.

Donotbe fooledby Cristina Todesco’s wisely
spare scenic design—a simple office cubicle
featuring desk file drawers and two chairs.
Hunter’s 9o-minute no-intermission play—
with scene changessmartly indicated by Elmer
Martinez’s lighting and Aubrey Dube’s sound
design—richly explores the evolving terrain

of human connection with thekind of striking
insight this gifted playwright displayed in his
earlier “The Whale.” Here a deep connection
initially appears tobeunlikely as loan-seeking
Ryanwantsnomiddleman—whichamortgage
broker Keith effectively is—and questions
whether people are as much of a priority as
business to him.

AsKeithworks with Ryan, common denomi-
nators are revealed. Both men have not only
attended the same high school—evensome of
thesamecourses—butalso share the fathering
passion—with Keith fostering a toddler of his
own named Willa and looking to adopt. Willa
and Ryan'sKrista alsogo tothe same Sunshine
day care and easily play together. As the very
different men grapple with their respective
challenges, Ryan reflects that they share a
specific kind of sadness.

Eventually that sharing includesrespective
truth telling and whiskey (with dialogue and
action indicating time at unseen Keith's place
and the playground, for example). Straight
Ryan has no negative reactions about Keith
being gay. In fact, Ryan displays genuine em-
pathy when Keith experiences a very stressful
moment and even offers to hold Keith for a
while. He goes as far as “offering to be physi-
cally close” with Keith.

Ultimately, the possibility of real bromance
and deepmutual caringbecomes asimportant
to both men as the fate of their individual
parentings. Will their friendship become as
significant to Willa and Krista as Ryan and
Keith's own narratives about their respective
parents? Playwright Hunter provides a stun-
ning and moving closing response.

From start to finish, De’Lon Grant as Keith

and Jesse Hinson as Ryan make the men’s
respective journeys from acquaintance to
real platonic male love equally moving. At
the same time, Grant and Hinson capture
the sometimes humorous exchanges as Ryan
struggles to understand mortgaging terms.
Grant catches Keith's ongoing concern for
Willa and heartfelt openness to helping Ryan.
His outburst as Keith suffers a personal defeat
is very haunting. Hinson finds all of Ryan's
self-deprecation and vulnerability as well as
his remarkable feeling for Keith.

The provocative if mysterious title of Hunt-
er’splay may seem grandiose to sometheater-
goers. Still, theintriguingrelationship of Keith
and Ryan—rivetingly captured at SpeakEasy
Stage—turns “A Case for the Existence of God”
into a spiritually transcendent call for mutual
understanding and love.

P. Stones

CONTRACTING INC.

SPECIALIZING IN HISTORIC RESTORATION

=
¥

Masonry - General Contracting
Roofing: Rubber, Shingle, Slate, Copper
Ornamental Windows: Sills, Headers, Moldings
Basement Floors « Caulking & Waterproofing

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED | 30 YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS AND REFERRALS
Office: 781-848-6922 | Fax: 781-848-6923

Cell: 617-592-0850 | pstonescontracting@hotmail.com

Service Guide Ads Get Results!

For more information email sales@southendnews.com

BE SURE TO KEEP UP TO DATE WITH

REAL NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD AT

D’S ELECTRIC

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FREE ESTIMATES
24 Hour SERVICE

PRovIDING QUALITY
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
to the BOSTON AREA

Dedicated to Customer Service since 1971

617.542.2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mass License #14580A

MYSOUTHEND.COM
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CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF Commonwealth of Massachusetts CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF |Commonwealth of Massachusetts
PETITION FOR TERMINATION The Trial Court The Trial Court
OF A GUARDIAN OF AN Probate and Family Court PETITION TO EXPAND THE Prabate and Family Court
INCAPACITATED PERSON Dacket No. SU14P06306D POWERS OF A GUARDIAN Docket No. SU20P1894GD
In the interests of: Steven T Stacy RESPONDENT In the interests of: Azizbek Dalimov ~ RESPONDENT
Of: Boston, MA Incapacitated Person/Protected Person Of: Boston, MA Incapacitated Person/Protected Person

To the named Respondent and all other interested |  Suffolk Probate and
persons, a petition has been filed by Department FamilyCourt

of Mental Health of Westhorough, MA in the | 24 now Chardon Street
above captioned matter requesting that the court: Boston, MA 02114
Terminate the Guardianship. SOt

To the named Respondent and all other interested |  Suffolk Probate and
persons, a petition has been filed by the Mass. Dept. Family Court

Of Mental Health of Westborough, MA in the above | o4 yew Chardon Street
captioned matter requesting that the court: Expand Boston, MA 02114
the powers of a Guardian of the Respondent. o

The petition asks the court to make a determination that the Guardian and/or Conservator should be ak-

The petition asks the court to make ion that the powers of rdian and/or Conservator

lowed to resign; or should be removed for good cause; or that th i andjor Cr
is no longernecessary and therefore should be terminated. The original petition is on file with the court.

should be expanded, modified, or limited since the time of the appointment. The original petition is on file
with the court,

ghtto object tothi ing, f you i your y mustfileawri
appearance at this court on or before 10:00 A M. on the refum date of 3/4/2024. This dayis NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline date by which you have fa file the written appearance if you object to the petition, If
yaufail to file the written appearance by the retum date, action may be takenin this matter without further
natice toyou. In addition to filing the written appearance, you or your attomey must file a written affidavit
stating the specific facts and grounds of your abjection within 30 days afterthe return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may mit or completely take away the above-named person's right
‘tomake decisions about personal affairs or financial affairs or both. The above-named person has the
right to ask fora lawyer. Anyone may make this request on behalf of the above-named person. If the
abov afford a lawyer, one may b i

ight toobjectto this proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or your attorney must file a written
appearance atthis court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the return date of 2/21/2024. This day is NOT a hear-
ingdate, butadeadiine date by which you have to file thewritten appearance if youobject to the petition. If
you fail fo filethe written appearance by the return date, actionmaybe taken in this matter without further
natice to you. In addifion t filing the written appearance, you oryour attorney must file a written affidavit
stating the specific facts and grounds of your objectionwithin 30 daysafter the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding may limit or completely take away the above-ramed person's right
to make decisions about personal affairs or financial affairs or both. The above-named person has the
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request on behalf of the above-named person. If the
above-named

lawyer, 3 be appainted at Stat

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 29, 2024 Stephanie L Everett, Esq, Register of Probate

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 24, 2024 Stephanie L. Everett, Esq, Register of Probate

CITATION ON PETITION | Commonwealth of Massact
TO CHANGE NAME

CITATION GIVING NOTICE | Commonwealth of Massachusetts
OF PETITION TO EXPAND Prcbate and Family Court
THE POWERS OF A GUARDIAN Docket No, SUZ1P24426GD
In the interests of: Hoa Huynh RESPONDENT

Of: Boston, MA Incapacitated Person/Protected Person

To the named Respondent and all other interested
persons, a petition has been filed by Boston Medical
Center of Boston, MA in the above captioned matter
requesting that the court:Expand the powers of a
Guardian.

Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

Probate and Family Court
In the matter of: XiaolJie Zhu
Of: Boston, MA

The petition asks the court to make a determination that the powers of the Guard-
fan and/or Conservator should be expanded, modified, or limited since the time of
the appointment. The original petition is on file with the Court.

You have the right to object tathis proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or your attorney must file a written
appearance at this court on or before 10:00 AM. on the retum date 0f 02/20/2024. This dayisNOT ahearing
date, but a deadline date by which you have to file the written appearance if you object to the petition. If you
fail to file the written appearance by the returndate, action may be taken inthis matter without further notice.

toyou. In additionto filing the written appearance, youor file a writt i ingthe
specific facts and grounds of your objection within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may limit or completely take away the above-named person's right to
make decisions about personal affairs or financial affairs o both. The above-named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request on behalf of the above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford alawyer, one may be appointed at State expense.

A Petition to Change Name of Adult Docket No.
has been filed by XiaoJie Zhu of SU23C0568CA
Boston, MA requesting that the Suffolk Probate
court enter a ecree changingtheir | and Family Court
name to Jay Brooke Bian 2 NZ";SS?“"
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

Any person may appear for purposes of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Suffolk Probate and Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the
returnday of 02/29/2024. This is NOT a hearing date, buta deadline by which
you must file awritten appearance if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice of this Court.
Date: January 24, 2024 Stephanie L Everett, E5q, Register of Probate

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 01,2024  Stephanie L Everett, Esq, Register of Probate
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Letters
Policy

The South End
News welcomes
letters to the
editor.

All letters must
be signed and
accompanied by a
mailing address
and phone
number.

Because of space
limitations, letters
should not be
more than 200
words.
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letters@

southendnews.com
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Insuring your most cherished possessions

Auto Home Business Condo Pel Insurance

8 Clarendon St Boston 617-437-9400
jjbodner.com




