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Ribbon-cutting Ceremony
Celebrates Free Menstrual,

Wellness Products in City Hall

Ribbon-cutting ceremony commemorating the installation ofthe new 5.OS.
vending machines at City Hall. Photo courtesy of the Office of MayorWu.

SUBMITTED BY
OFFICE OF MAYOR WU

The Mayor’s Office of Women’s
Advancement(MOWA) and Property
Management cut the ribbon ontwo
$08 smart vendingmachineswhich
offer free menstrual products and
wellness products for purchase in
CityHall. Thislaunchwascelebrated
with a ribbon cutting event last
February.

“Ensuring that residents have
equitable access tomenstrual prod-
ucts is critical for their health and
well-being,” said Mayor Michelle

Wu. “As we work to make Boston a
city for everyone, we are excited to
increase menstrual equity through
access to free products at City Hall.”

The SOSvending machines, locat-
edinCity Hall on the 2nd floor near
the City of Boston Credit Unionand
the 8th floor near south elevators,
dispense free pads and tampons.
Other wellness products including
deodorant, sunscreen, and more are
also available for purchase.

“I am thrilled to celebrate the
opening of two SOS vending ma-

Continued on page 7

OPINION
Policing abortion in
the name of God

REV. IRENE MONROE
ContributingWriter

France has just enshrined abor-
tionrightsinits Constitution. What's
wrong with the U.S.7

It’sits collapse of the churchinto
the affairs of the state. For example,
the tecent Alabama Supreme Court
theology-ridden ruling (LePage v.
Mobile Infirmary Clinic, Inc.) con-

ferred personhood status to frozen
IVF embryos asdoing God’swill. Ala-
bama Supreme Court Chief Justice
Thomas Parker wrote in the ruling
that “human life cannot be wrong-
fully destroyed without incurring
the wrath of a holy God.”

With this ruling, reproductive

Continued on page 7
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An overthrowing Thirst

Thirst, Lyric Stage
Company of Boston, through

March 17. 617-585-5678 or
LyricStage.com

JULEs BECKER,
Contributing Writer

Sometimesamodern playwright
focuses on seemingly minor char-
acters in a classic play with major
results. So it was with Tom Stop-
pard's sublime “Hamlet -inspired
play “Rosencrantz and Guilden-
stern Are Dead.” The same goes

Continued on page 5

Michael Kaye (Jack) Kate Fitzgerald (Cathleen) and Aimee Doherty (Bridget)
in"Thirst" atthe Lyric Stage Company. Phote courtesy of Mark $. Howard.

The view from Golda’s Balcony

Golda’s Balcony, shakespeare & Company, Jackie Liebergott Black Box Theatre at Emerson

Paramount Center, through March 10. 617-824-8400 or https:/emersontheatres.org/Online/default.asp

JULES BECKER,

Contributing Writer

“Golda’s Balcony” and Annette
Miller’s powerful performance as
the title fourth (and so far only
woman) Prime Minister of Israelare

moretimelythanever.Last summer
Shakespeare & Company returned
to the William Gibson one-woman
play it world premiered in 2002 in
Lenox—once again with Daniel Gi-
dron as director and Miller as Golda
Meir. Where this 100-minute, no

intermission solowork is set during
the 1973 Yom Kippur War—when
Egypt and Syria attacked Israel, the
current Emerson Paramount Center
run follows the October 7 massacre

Continued on page 5

A dazzling Villain

John Proctor Is the Villain, Huntington Theatre, Wimberly Theatre, Calderwood Pavilion,

Boston Center for the Arts, through March 10. 617-933-8600 or huntimgtomtheatre.org

JULES BECKER,
Contributing Writer

Re-reading a classic drama can
change a playwright’s perception
of the male protagonist and the
work itself. So it goes for North

Georgia-bred Kimberly Belflower
and the 1953 Arthur Miller work
“The Crucible.” As the Huntington
Theatreplaybillforthe areapremiere
of her 2018 play “John Proctor Is the
Villain" notes, Belflower was taught
in high school that “John Proctor is

thebeaconofgoodnessand the girls
are hysterical.”

Withherre-reading, shearrivedat
the title of her play. Under the driv-
ing direction of Margot Bordelon, a

Continued on page 4
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Donald E. Green, P.C.

Everyone is going

For all your legal needs, call the Law Offices of Donald E. Green.

We concentrate on personal injury matters as well as criminal
defense, civil rights, immigration matters, wills & trusts,
Chapter 7 bankruptcy, real estate and sexual harassment claims.

Please call
at (617) 442-0050 or
email dgreen@donaldegreen.com
or agreen@donaldegreen.com

After more than 30 years
in Dudley Square
we have moved.

Washington Park Mall (less than a mile
from our previous location)

330 Martin Luther King
Boulevard, Roxbury




Mayor Wu, Superintendent Skipper,
City Officials Celebrate Carter
School Topping Off Ceremony

SUBMITTED BY CITY OF BOSTON

OnTuesday, March5,Mayor Michelle Wu, BPS
Superintendent Mary Skipper, the City’s Public
Facilities Department, and the Massachusetts
School Building Authority (MSBA) participated
in a topping off ceremony for the new William
E. Carter School. The Carter School serves stu-
dents ages 12-22 with disabilities and complex
learningneeds. Thetransformation oftheCarter
marks a renewed commitment to better serve
these students, with more classrooms, a new
earlychildhoodprogram and PreK-12 pathway,a
therapeutic pool, and sensory garden. The new
Carter School, located on the site of the former
building in the South End, is included in the
five-year capital plan for $111 million, includ-
ing design and construction costs. The Mas-
sachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA)
will reimburse the City of Boston upwards of
$30 million for this investment in the district’s
students with the highest needs.

“Today’s topping off ceremony gets us one
step closer to opening the Carter School that
our students, families, and BPS staff deserve,”
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “This new facility will
provide the Carter School community with the
learningspacesneeded forsomeofour students
withthegreatestneeds. Togetherwe’re ensuring
every BPS student has the opportunities they
need to thrive.”

“The topping off of the new Carter School
representsa beaconofhopeand progressforour
studentswith disabilities and complexlearning
needs,” said BPSSuperintendent Mary Skipper.
“I'm proud of and grateful for the work School
Leader Mark O’Connor and his dedicated team
of educators have done in their current space,
and the new facility will enable us to provide
even more tailored, comprehensive support,
ensuring every student has the resources and
environment they need to thrive academically,
socially, and emotionally.”

“The Carter School’s topping off ceremony is
a testament to the collaborative efforts of our
community, city officials,and educational lead-
ersin prioritizing the needs of ourmost vulner-
able students,” said Boston School Committee
ChairpersonJeriRobinson. “This new facility will
serve as acornerstone for innovative education
and empowerment for years to come.”

Today’s topping off ceremony celebrates the
placementof thelast beam on the new building,
marking the completion of the future school’s
steelstructure. MayorWu, Cityleaders, andCarter
Schoolstudentsandstaffwereat theeventtosign
the final beam. The design of the new facility will
provideasafe healthy,andinclusiveschoolenvi-
ronment,unlockingeachCarterSchoolstudent’s
fullpotential. The new facility is planned to open
forthe startof the 2025-2026 school year. Carter
students have been using a portion of the Lilla
Frederick School while their new spaceisunder
construction. PublicFacilities,inpartnershipwith
BPS and the MSBA, began construction on the
new facility in the summer of 2022.

At the Carter School, teachers and thera-
pists work on learning objectives together to
provide individualized, intensive education

programming for students with the highest
needs requiring total personal care. Due to
these unique challenges, each classroom is
composed of five students, one teacher, and
two teaching assistants. The new building will
better enableeducatorstoprovideanaccessible,
developmentally appropriateeducational envi-
ronment that includes data driven instruction
andindividualizedservices for allstudents. The
new construction will:

Increase the number of classrooms from 5
© 12 classrooms, (increasing the number of
students from 25 to 60).

Establish a Carter School Early Childhood
program and a Pre-K-12 pathway.

Include a therapeutic pool that is accessible
to all students.

Feature a rooftop outdoor classroom and
sensory garden to connect students with the
outdoorsandprovideanengagingenvironment
to support communication development.

Aliteracycommons whenstudents andvisitors
firstenterthe buildingtoenforce the school'smis-
sion of developing communication and literacy
skillsforallstudents, inalignmentwiththedistrict
goals of equitable literacy instruction for all

Enforce a whole-school design that views
every space from the lens of how it can best
increase each student’s ability to communicate
across all environments.

The Carter School was designed to be a zero
netenergybuildingwith anemphasisonenergy
efficiency and green infrastructure to support
the City of Boston's carbon neutrality and sus-
tainability goals. The school’s rooftop garden
is designed to absorb rainwater and slow the
burden of storm water surge in a city prone to
coastal flooding. The garden also mitigates the
urban heat island effectin a neighborhood that
is unequally burdened by urban overheating.
Thebuilding’senvelopeis designedforincreased
thermal performance to enhance the energy
efficiency of the property.

“We are thrilled to have reached this con-
struction milestone! The Carter community
deserves a space that reflects its excellence,”
said Kerrie Griffin, Director of Public Facilities.
“Reaching this step brings us closer to fulfilling
our commitment to delivering a contemporary,
well-equipped learning environment tailored to
the needs of all students.”

The MSBA has been a valued partner for the
CarterSchoolandBPS. The design processbegan
inthewinterof2020, with participation from the
Carter School students, staff, families, and other
communitypartners. Thedesignprocessallowed
the team to partner with the Carter School com-
munity to remove the facility barriers to Carter
student’seducationinawaythat hasneverbefore
been possible in the special education field.

“This is an exciting time for students and
teachersat the Carter School,andtheentire Bos-
ton community,” said State Treasurer Deborah
B.Goldberg, Chair of the Massachusetts School
Building Authority. “The MSBA looks forward
to our continued partnership and completing
this project, not only meeting the needs and
supporting the current student population but
generations to come.”
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Friends of The South End Library

SuBMITTED BY FOSEL

Summary of the second public

meeting for a new library on Feb.

12th, from Friends of The South

End Library (FOSEL) president

Yvette Jarreau:

= The location is in the flood plain and
therefore requires a building that is 3 ft
above the current floor level.

= Whilethere were slidesonthe neighbor-
hood characteristics, we did not discuss
planningfor future branchlibraryneeds/
size, such as population increase/de-
crease ot demographic changes.

= Theprogramitems do notinclude a café
or cookingarea. They doincludespace for
thelocal history collection. Many of the
ideas from the first community meeting
were included in the feedback and the
proposed building program.

= Threetestfits were presented-—theseare
not designs but rather concepts for ac-
commodating the squarefootage thatthe
library program, as presented, requires.
All three involved increasing the square
footage to over 15,000.

«  Only one allows for our park to remain
with minimal change to the tree canopy.
This was the 2-story new construction

option.

= A third floor was not being considered
byBPL, primarily due to staff constraints
for monitoring activity in the space and
concern about increased costs.

= Theheightrequirementofthe SouthEnd
Landmark Commission is a minimum
of 30 ft and can be higher. Most of the
buildings surroundingthe currentbuild-
ing are higher.

= Ancelevator would appear to be required
in any of the options.

*  Now is the time for input as BPL and
Utile hope to have a decision on the key
direction for thenewbuilding by the next
community meeting in the March/April
time frame (date stillto be determined).

Request

« In the presentation, Utile stated “It is
important to test many different op-
tions during the feasibility study phase
as a form of due diligence.” Given this
statementI would like to request atestfit
for3 stories to accomplish the following:

= Eliminate the using 8 ft from the alley
whichis alreadyatight space for servicing
thelibrary and residents using the alley.

*  Add a program element allowing for a
kitchen/café multi-use space; thisaligns

with our community history of events
and celebrations with food.

= Build the structure so that it can be in-
creased upward beyond 3 stories, since
we want this building to serve us into a
50+ year future.

«  Slides from this meeting are available
here: www.bpl.org/south-end-project,
as well as a form to express your own
thoughtson the newlibrary. Notethatthe
BPLand Utile willchoose one of the three
design strategies by the time of that 3rd
meeting; if you agree with FOSEL about
the desirability of a 3rd floor, now is the
time to let them know.

Ongoing, interim programming
Thursday, March 07, 11:30am—12:30pm,
USES 48 Rutland St: English for Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL) Conversation Group
Thursdays 10:30am, USES 48 Rutland St:
Story time with Librarian Margaret
Mondays & Wednesdays, 10am pickup at
the South End Library: Age Strong Shuttle
Service to the Parker Hill branch of the BPL
Tue March 12th, 2pm, FOMU 655 Tremont
St: The Scoop: Book Club— The Henna Artist
by Alka Joshi.
Visit www.bpl.org fora list of all events and
further details.

Villian

Continued from page 1

strong Huntington cast empowers that
provocative conclusion with #MeToo era
immediacy.

Inspired by her own experience, Belflower
has fittingly set her “John Proctor Is the Vil-
lain” in a current day Appalachian Georgia
highschoolclassroom. Englishteacher Carter
Smith—explainingthat200were chargedand
20 executed in the 1692 Salem witch trials in
atime of mass hysteria—describesthe drama
unit choice “The Crucible” as an “allegory for
McCarthyism.”

Smith submits that Proctor is “one of the
best characters ever” and considers him
a “great hero. Conflicted student Shelby
Holcomb counters that married Proctor is a
villain and never apologized to Abigail Wil-
liams—with whom he had an affair. Tellingly
female classmates—whosefeminism clubhas
beenrejected by the school—findthemselves
defending Abigail and young girls accused of
dancing nakedand consorting with the devil.

As Belflower’s clever play develops, the
class—especially female students—relate
the claimsaboutvariouscharactersin Miller’s
frequently staged and very admired play to ac-
cusationsand suspicionsabout the people in
their ownlives. Classmates wonder aboutthe
reason why Shelby was away for six months.

StandoutstudentBeth Powell feelsthat Smith
is the best teacher, but troubling questions
arise about his own actions outside of class.

Ivy Watkins struggles to cope with accusa-
tionsbroughtagainst her father by his former
secretary. At the same time, Raelynn Nix re-
sistsefforts by inappropriateex-boyfriend Lee
Turner to persuade her that he has changed.

While a serious play with striking extrapo-
lations to modern day issues---as was true of
Miller’s own play, “John Proctor Is the Villain”
doesbalance dramatic situations withhumor-
ous and lighter moments and embrace the
growing independence of its young charac-
ters—particularly the female ones. Early on
female students speak of Smith as “hot” and
comment suggestively about him.

Mason Adams, seemingly sincere, calls
Nell Shaw ‘cool’—who states “I'm super
not cool” and asks her to hang out. There
is an amusing confusion of ‘sabbatical’ and
(Jewish) ‘Sabbath.” When four of the female
classmates scream and jump, entering Lee
and Mason facetiously ask if there is “actual
witchcraft in here?”

Belflower’s play, neither strident nor
didactic, does compel attention for the trou-
bling questionsit poses. In designer Kristen
Robinson’s well-detailed classroom, Hun-
tington’s stellar cast deliver vivid answers
in both dialogue and movement—the latter
most notably in a kind of closing dance of
empowerment.

Jules Talbot captures Beth’s early reticence
and eventual openness. Isabel Van Natta is
riveting as outspoken yet vulnerable Shelby.
Brianna Martinez has all of Ivy’s earnest-
ness and insecurity. Haley Wong catches
Raelynn’s self-validation and inner strength.
Victoria Omoregie smartly balances Nell’s
engaging personality and insightfulness.
Benjamin Izaak finds Lee’s clueless mo-
ments, while Maanav Aryan Goyal captures
Mason’s growing understanding of fellow
female classmates. Olivia Hebert has school
counselor Bailey Gallagher’srealattempts at
guidance. Japhet Balaban has all of Smith’s
complexity as an admired teacher and an
enigmatic personality.

Belflower, in a playbill conversation,
speaks of “examining cycles of power, cycles
of abuse, how cycles of teaching “The Cru-
cible” the same way over and over againleads
toone rigid interpretation.” In his own way
Miller wasexamining cyclesinthe 1950, and
the play’s warning about naming names and
guiltby association dorelateto Nixon’s 1970’s
enemies list and Trump’s ongoing threats
to those who oppose his election denial and
dictatorship dreams.

Fans of the Miller play will have to decide
howthe Belflower play respondsto “The Cru-
cible.” The dazzling staging of “John Proctor
Is the Villain” should have all theatergoers
studying both playsfor theirrespective timely
insights.
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LGBTQ+ Pride Parade and

Organizers Seek Sponsors for
June 8th Celebration

SUBMITTED BY BPATP

Boston Pride For The People (BP4TP) today
announcedthe openingofregistration forthe
2024 Pride Parade, as well as the festivals to
beheldon Saturday, June 8th, 2024 on Boston
Common and City Hall Plaza.

The parade will startin Copley Square at 11
A M. and move through the city’s South End,
finishingat Boston Commonwhere everyone
can enjoy the festival that includes perfor-
mances from localand nationalentertainers.
City Hall Plaza will host a Block Party for
those 21+ that begins later in the afternoon.
All BPATP events are free to attend.

Last year, more than 1 million people at-
tended Pride, the region’s largest LGBTQ+
event.

Parade + Festival Registration will be com-
pletedonline via Eventbrite, where interested
parties will reserve their place in the parade
and/or space at the festivals. Registration fees
and payment options are outlined at https://
www.bostonprideforthepeople.org/

Several hundred community groups,
businesses, schools, government agencies,

employee resource groups, elected officials,
and others are expected to march in the pa-
rade. Organizers estimate that the number of
booths available for vendors at the festivals
will be 250 and are likely to sell out.

Sponsorship Opportunities areavailable, at
levels ranging from $5,000 to $50,000. The
cost of producing the parade and festivals is
estimated at nearly $1 million. In addition
to registration fees, contributions from com-
munityandbusinessesarean essential source
of financing the events.

A Partnership Package is available for
corporations and non-profit organizations
interested in supporting this year's Pride. It
includes the dates for informational sessions
for interested sponsors and can be found on
the BP4TP website: www.bostonprideforth-
epeople.org

Boston Pride For The People(BP4TP)is the
volunteer and community-run non-profit
organization working to empower, celebrate,
commemorate, and educate in partnership
withBoston’s LGBTQ+ communities. [n 2023
BP4TP hosted and managed Boston’s first
Pride parade and festivals in more than three
years, bringing New England’s largest Pride
parade back to its home in Boston. For more
information visit:

bostonprideforthepeople.org
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Registration Now Open for Boston’s
Festivals

Thirst

Continued from page 1

for Ronan Noone’s refreshingly imaginative
“Thirst”(2022)—an absorbing look at the
fortunes of three workers at Monte Cristo Cot-
tage, the Connecticut summer seaside home of
the fictional Tyrone family in Eugene O’'Neill's
powerful drama “Long Day’s Journey into Night
(written 1939-1941;staged on Broadway 1956).

Lovingly helmedbyartistic director Courtney
O’Connor, the Lyric Stage Company of Boston’s
latest effort turnsthe Boston-based playwright's
celebration of Irish-Americans and their hopes
and dreams into a richly flavored brew.

Early on, “Thirst” alludes to famed explorers
Robert Falcon Scott and Roald Amundsen. The
allusionisveryaptas Nooneexplorestherespec-
tive immigrantjourneys of cook Bridget Conroy

and secondgirlormaid Cathleen Mullenandthe
plans of America-born chauffeur Jack Smythe.

Although only Cathleen actually appears in
the O’Neill play—with Bridget and Jack merely
referenced, all three receive very full attention
in this August, 1912 kitchen-set play.

Right from the start, the chemistry between
Bridget and widower Jack is clear. At the same
time, Jack candidly credits Bridget with giving
new purpose to hislife. Asfor Bridget's Titanic-
surviving niece Cathleen, her aunt means to
be a kind of guardian-mentor. That intention
becomes a tall order as Shakespeare, declaim-
ing Cathleen aspires to be a serious actress.
For his part, ambitious Jack wants to start a car
rental company but insists that he will not set
out without Bridget.

All three Irish workers feel that the dys-
functional Tyrones—on the other side of the

stage left kitchen wall—do not appreciate how
exhausting their drudgery is. Kathleen and
Bridget repeatedly move back and forth in a
kind of domesticrut astheyprepare the family’s
meals. Janie E. Howland’s very well-detailed
set includes a white icebox refrigerator and
a period stove as well as a fitting repertoire
of pots and pans—two of which Bridget will
brandish weapon-like at a particular moment
of frustration.

Designer Karen Perlow turns the play’s stage
lightinginto a poetic barometer of the alternat-
ingbrighteningand dimmingofthe character’s
fortunes. There are also moments when the
on and off lighting beyond the kitchen leaves
Bridget and Kathleen at the beck and call of
the Tyrones. This alternation carries over to
Mikayla Reid’s costume design as attire moves
between work clothes and dress wear that

reflects respective attempts to rise above daily
routines.

Thereis nothing routine aboutthe castmem-
bers’ performances. Aimee Doherty smartly bal-
ancesBridget's defensive sarcasm and genuine
caring for Kathleen. Kate Fitzgerald finds all
of Kathleen’s appealing spirit—especially in
lively strong-willed exchanges with Doherty’s
protective Bridget. MichaelKayecapturesJack’s
lyrical romancing of Bridget and his striking
inner strength—most notably giving robust
expression to the chauffeur’s unfailing quest
for self-realization.

Near the closeof the play, Kathleenunequivo-
cally calls herself a survivor. Doherty, Fitzgerald
and Kay invest their vivid respective characters
with the inner reserves of people possessing
shining futures. “Thirst” is overflowing with
their engaging worthiness.

Golda’s Balcony

Continued from page 1

of Israelis by Hamas and Israel’s ongoing war
with the Gaza-based terrorists and efforts to
rescue hostages.
Theatergoersat the intimateJackie Liebergott
black box are likely to see parallels between
Golda’s questions about dealing with the 1973

BE SURE TO KEEP UP TO DATE WITH

REAL NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD AT

attack and issues about Israel’s pre-October 7
intelligence.

Meit’s self-doubts move through both her
personal and professional lives in Gibson’s
insigheful play. As Goldie Myerson, the activist
wife—for whom“The cause (the independence
and survival of Israel) was my life"—wonders if
it was a mistake that husband Morris married
her, saying “I ruined his life.” At the same time,

she continually details the conflicting views of
the Tikes of defense minister Moshe Dayan and
deputyprime ministerYigal Allon duringcabinet
meetings that challenged her own approach to
defending Israel.

That approach involves Meir pushing for
American military assistance on phone calls
with Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and
resisting the worst case scenario employment of

the Dimona nuclear reactor (constructed in 1967
with French assistance). The play’s title actually
derives from the nickname for a secret area for
observation of activity at the Dimona facility.

By contrast, there are proud moments outlin-
ing successes. “We brought our state back into
being,” she notes. Meir’s own effortsin pursuitof
that reality raise $somilliondollarsin the United
States. Thereisalsoavividmemoryof50,000Jews

MYSOUTHEND.COM
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City Hall

Continued from page 1

chinesin CityHall. Thisis thecity dem-
onstrating commitment to menstrual
equity by placing these products in
City Hall,” said Boston City Councilor
Gabriela Coletta, District 1. “I'm com-
mitted to working in partnership to
ensure Boston is breaking barriers by
having menstrual products accessible
in all public buildings free of stigma.”

This past fall, MOWA partnered
with the Boston Public Libraries to
pilotaprogramoffering free menstrual
products and education at six Boston
Public Library branches.

“This is another step towards
ending Period Poverty in the city
that we hope will expand to making
menstrual products accessible in all
public buildings,” said Alexandra Val-
dez, Executive Director of the Mayor's
Office of Cultural Affairs. “MOWA is
committed to supporting allaspects of
women’shealth andoverallwell-being
by focusing on initiatives that impact
women throughout their lives such as
menstrual education and product ac-
cess, reproductiverights, and maternal

health, especially those in communi-
ties that are underrepresented.”

“This is not only a public health
concern buta basic equityissue,” said
Eamon Shelton, Commissioner of
Property Management. “The fact that
safeand affordable accesstomenstrual
products disproportionately affects
vulnerable communitiesis why initia-
tives like this one are so important.
With the installation of these vending
machines, the City of Boston is setting
anexample and proving thatit iscom-
mitted to having a fully equitable and
participatory society.”

“Menstrual products can cost fami-
lies atleast $216 per person, per year,”
said Mariangely Solis Cervera,Chief of
Equityand Inclusion. “Weunderstand
that many families are struggling with
the rising cost of living, and it is our
belief that essential products, likepads
andtampons,shouldnotbeafinancial
burden.”

“As a company founded in Boston,
introducing SOS™ to City Hall along-
side MOWA marks a pivotalmilestone
for us,” said Co-CEQ and Co-Founder,
Susanna Twarog. “Beyond supporting
Mayor Wu’s mission to enhance period

care accessibility, our patented design
andtechnologyare revolutionizingthe
built world on a global scale.”

S0S™ is pioneeringa paradigm shift
inhowthe built world fulfills universal
human needs and prioritizes human
well-being. Qur patented approach
combines state-of-the-art design and
cutting-edge technology to deliver
memorable, relevant, and delightful
consumer experiences. In collabora-
tion with esteemed brands, iconic
landmarks, entertainment hubs, and
retail destinations, SOS™ is shaping
a future where every body is served.

“Menstrual products arean essential
item just like toilet paper and should
be availablewhere menstruators need
them, in the bathroom,” said Sasha
Goodfriend, Executive Director of the
Massachusetts Chapter ofthe National
Organization for Women (Mass NOW).
“The City of Boston’s menstrual equity
initiative is an innovative strategy to
meet the needs of people experienc-
ing period poverty. The cost of these
products has been passed down to
menstruators for generations and it is
time that Boston considers menstrual
dignity a human right.

Monroe

Continued from page 1

justice is thrown out of the window.
Women, girls, and people with the
capacity for pregnancy in the state of
Alabamahave beenrelegated to human
chattelandbirthingincubators. And, if
you thought Margaret Atwood’s “The
Handmaid’s Tale” was a fictitious dys-
topian novel, read it now as a survival
guide because this ruling will have
broader implications in the ongoing
anti-abortion war.

“Pro-life” versus
“the life of the child”

Women, girls, and people with the
capacity to give birth caught upin the
pro-life battle need to know their lives
don’t matter. Neither does that of the
child. WhileParker’stheocraticruling
takes his concepts of “pro-life” to a
newer mean-spirited and punitive
level, the label “pro-life” has always
used religion to cloak the misogyny
and transphobia of anti-abortion leg-
islation since Roe v Wade was ratified
in 1973. The care for the fetus doesn’t
extend beyond birth. Former Mas-
sachusetts Democratic gay congress-
man Barney Frank said for pro-lifers,
“Life begins at conception and ends
atbirth.” Studies have shownthatun-
wanted childrenbornin statesor areas
where there are abortion restrictions
havemuchmorechallenginglivesand
often live in poverty.

The Trump Effect

The precursor for the recent Ala-
bama decision was thelandmark Su-
preme Courtdecision passing Dobbsv.

Jackson Women’sHealth Organization
(2022), overturning Roe v Wade, and
Planned Parenthood v. Casey (1992).
Before Roe was overturned, abortion
was a fundamental right under the
Constitution. This right afforded
women, girls, and people with the
capacity for pregnancy under the
14th Amendment full citizenship,
the right to privacy, bodily autonomy,
and respect for a person’s choice
without judgment. However, religion
drove the Dobbs’s decision and was
influenced by conservative Catholic
thinkers, theologians, and Supreme
Court justices.

Withtheoverturningof Roev Wade,
we saw justice wasn't blind but rather
biased. This is the effect of Trump’s
presidency. Trump nominated 274
conservative Republicans to federal
benches and three to the Supreme
Court- Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh,
and Amy Coney Barrett-who all sided
in overturning Roe v.Wade. Today, as
with the Dobb decision to overturn
Roe, the Supreme Courtcomprises six
Catholics, accounting for two-thirds
ofitstotalnumber ofjustices, of which
five are pro-lifers.

Abortion rights
are queer rights

Before the Dobbs decision and now
Alabama’s, BIPOC and LGBTQ+ com-
munities, due to health disparities,
access to a safe abortion was primar-
ily out of their reach. Women and
girls, however, are not the only ones
who need abortion care. Nonbinary
people, intersex individuals, gender
non-conforming folks, and transmen
need abortion care, too!

“I am a transgender man, which
means thatalthoughIamaman, [ was
assigned female at birth, which means
thatIhaveauterus, whichmeansthatl
couldget pregnant. Which means that
I could need an abortion,” Schuyler
Bailar, a transgender athlete and
activist, told CBSNews.com in 2021
“I am here to remind you to make it
absolutely clear that people of all gen-
ders can have abortions, and people
of all genders should have safe and
legal access to abortions.”

According to the 2023 Guttmacher
Institute’'s Abortion Patient Survey, 16
percent of U.S. abortion patients do
not identify as heterosexual women.
And according to the 2020 survey,
149,000respondents whodonotiden-
tify as either straight or cisgendered
obtained abortions compared to the
total number of abortions that year.

Using religionto codify discrimina-
tionagainst LGBTQ+Americans began
with the Religious Freedom Restora-
tionAct (RFRA)in1993underthe guise
ofreligious freedom.In 2018, SCOTUS
ruled in “Masterpiece Cakeshop v.
Colorado Civil Rights Commission”
in favor of the baker who refused to
make a wedding cake for a same-sex
couple on the grounds of religious
freedom. Moreover, anti-abortion
and anti-LGBTQ legislation go hand
in hand because they both are done
in the name of God.

Reproductive justice, however, is
essentialto a person’s right to choose
when and whether to have an abor-
tion. SCOTUS shouldn’t decide, and
neithershouldthe church. Perhapsthe
U.S.needstotakea pagefrom France’s
Constitution.
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LEGAL NOTICES

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
ORDER FOR SERVICE BY e P
PUBLICATION & MAILING Probate and Family Court
Eprem Zeru Nigussie vs. Saba Girmay Gebetsadkan

Docket No. SU23D2122DR

Upon motion of plaintiff for an order
directing the defandant to appear,
plead, or answer, in accordance with

Suffolk Probate and Family Court

Mass.R.Civ.P/Mass.R.Dom.Rel.PRule 4, 24 New Chardan Street
it appearing to the court that this is an Boston, MA 02114
action for Divorce 1B. (617) 788-8300

Pursuant to Supplemental Probate Court Rule 411, an Automatic Restraining Order
has been entered against the above named parties. Defendant cannot be found within
the Commonwealth and his/her present whereabouts are unknown. Personal service
ondefendant s therefore not practicable, and defendant has nat voluntarily appeared
in this action.

It is Ordered that defendant is directed to appear, plead, answer, or otherwise move
with respect to the complaint herein on or before April 04, 2024. If you fail to do so
this Courtwill proceed to a hearing and adjudication of this matter.

It is further Ordered that the accompanying summons be published once in the
South End News a newspaper published in: P.0. Box E14 Boston, MA 02127 the
publication to be 20 days at least before said retum day. It is further Ordered that
a copy of the summons be mailed to the defendant at his/her last known address by
registered or certified mail.

Date: 2/6/2024 Hon. Brian J. Dunn, Justice of Probate and Family Court

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF PETITION

FOR APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN FOR

INCAPACITATED PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L c. 190B, §5-304

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Tria
Probate and Family Court

Dacket No. SU24P0442GD

In the matter of: Angel Perez Najera RESPONDENT
Of: Boston, MA Alleged Incapacitated Person

To the named Respondent and all other inferested

persons, a petition has been filed by Boston Medical |  Suffolk Probate and
Center of Boston, MA in the above captioned matter Family Court
alleging that Angel Perez Najera is in need of a Guardian | 24 New Chardon Street

and requesting that Boston Medical Center of Boston, Boston, MA 02114

MA (or some other suitable person) be appointed as
Guardian toserve Without Surety an the bond.

The petition asks the court to determine that the Respondent is incapacitated, that the appaintment of a
(Guardian is necessary, and that the propased Guardian is appropriate. The petition is on file with this court
and may contain a request for certain specific autherity.

You have the right to object fo this proceeding. If you wish 1o do so, you oryour attorney must file a written
appearanceatthis court on or before 10:00 AM. on the return date of 04/26/2024. This day is NOT ahearing
date, buta deadline date by which you have to file the written appearance if you object In the petition. If you
fail tofile the writtenappearance by the return date, action may be taken in this matter without further natice
‘o you. In addition o filing the written appearance, you or your attorney must file a written affidavit stating the
specific facts and grounds of your cbjection within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may limit or completely take away the above-named person's right to
rmake decisions about personal affairs or financial affairs or both. The above-named person has the right
o ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make this request on behalf of the above-named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a lawyer, one may be appointed at State expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First Justice of this Court.
Date: February 28, 2024 Stephanie L. Everett, Esq, Register of Probate
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Insuring your most cherished possessions

Auto Home Business Condo Pel Insurance

& Clarendon St Boston 617-437-9400
jjbodner.com




