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Festival Betances This Saturday

IBA To Virtually
Celebrate

SUBMITTED BY IBA

Keeping alive a tradition that
drew an astounding 50,000 attend-
ees virtually last vear, on Saturday,
July 17,2021 at 7:00pm, Inquilinos
Boricuas en Accién (IBA) will be
holding Festival Betances, New
England’s longest-running Latine
cultural celebration, virtually on
Facebook and YouTube.

Festival Betancesisthe longest-
running Latino cultural celebration
in New England.

Fach year, Festival Betances is
an opportunity for individuals and
families to come together and im-
merse themselves in the vibrancy
and diversity of Latin culture. While
the Festival will remain virtual again
this year, the tradition carries on as
IBA’s community unites to celebrate
Puerto Rican arts and culture,

This year’s Festival, themed
"Latinos Siempre Unidos" (Latinos

Yuba Iré

Always Together), will continue to
reach a wide audience, as people
from across the Puerto Rican dias-

Continued on page 5

South End Summer Arts Update

BY MICHELE D. MANISCALCO

In this exceptional year when
the city is still in the process of re-
opening and reawakening from the
pandemic, our local outdoor arts
and entertainment presenters have
had to proceed more gradually in
scheduling the customary concerts,
festivals and arts events we all have
come to love.

Here are some additional

listings that were not ready for
publication in time for the South
End News's Summer Arts Preview
in June. All events are free, open to
the public and all ages except where
noted. Let'shope we getenoughofa
respite from the rain to enjoy them!

The Friends of Titus Sparrow
Parkare bringing back their popular
Wednesday night Summer Con-
cert Series beginning this week at
6:30 PM, and continuing through

Wednesday, September 1. The
first concert on July 14 features the
Fifth Season Quartet, who deliver
jazz influenced by the traditional
sounds of their native Bulgaria.
Please visit titussparrowpark.org for
the full schedule, as some of the
concerts start at an alternate lime.

What would Tuesday nights
be without Jazz and Blues with

Continued on page 4

Arthur Leon

Decade-long
legal battle over
neighboring condos

COURTESY ADAM GAFFIN
WWW.UNIVERSALHUB.COM

Arthur Leon, who has been
battling construction of an 18-unit
condo building on Harrison Avenue
since it was first proposed in 2011, is
now suing several insurance compa-
niesfor not helping topayfor his legal
struggles over the building, which

sues his insurers

is on land entirely surrounded by a
large industrial building he owns.

Despite his efforts to block
construction of the Jordan Lofts, the
project opened years ago.

In his suit, Leon says the four
insurance companies have abrogated
their responsibilities under the poli-
cies he had purchased to help shield
him from "malicious prosecution”
and "vexatiouslitigation,"in hiscase,
the still open 2015 suitby developer
John Holland and his 477 Harrison
Ave, LLC against him over his re-
peated attempts to kill the project.

Leon, a Westwood resident,
claims he and his company, JACE
Boston, LL.C, are on the hook for
potentially millions of dollars in that
lawsuit despite the fact he will be
exonerated, even though he keeps
losing in court.

After both sides in the building
dispute charged each other with
filing "strategic lawsuils against
public participation," the Supreme
Judicial Court ruled in 2019 that it
was Leon—who once called 911 to

Continued on page 5

Local news

for and about Boston’s
best neighborhood

Summer Eats Program Launched

Meals are available

to youth 18 years and
younger at no cost,
without registration or ID

SUBMITTED BY
MAYOR JANEY’'S OFFICE

Mayor Kim Janey and the
Mayor'sOffice of Food Access (OFA)
announced that 53 Boston Summer
Eats Program mealsites will openon
June 21,2021, with an additional 14
sites opening later in the summer.
The Boston Summer Eats program
is an innovative effort to lessen the
summer food gap by increasing
the availability of non-traditional
meal sites.

The program launched in 2017
with the goal to expand access to
free and healthy meals for youth

and teens in Boston.

“Ensuring continued food
access to our children and vouth
throughoutthe summerafterschool
closesisvitaltotheirwellbeing,” said
Mayor Janey. “Thank you to all of
the community-based organizations
fortheir partnership with the City of
Boston in creating access across our
city for all our children”

Residents who wish to access
free meals for youth aged 18 and
under can find sites at www.boston.
gov/isummer-eats or find additional
locations across the state by texting
“Food” or “Comida” to 877-877.
Hours of operation vary depending
on the site, and most meal sites are
currently offering breakfast and
lunch. Parents can pick up meals
for youth who are not present. No

Continued on page 2

ParkARTS Neighborhood
Concerts, Golf Course

Concerts Begin July 21

SUBMITTED BY CITY oF BosSTON

The Boston Parks and Recre-
ation Department’s 2021 ParkARTS
Citywide Neighborhood Concert
Series offers musical entertainment
in local parks from July 21 through
August 12, as well as a series of sum-
mereveningconcerts on the patios at
the City of Boston's two golf course
clubhouses from July 21 through
September 1.

The ParkARTS outdoor neigh-
borhood summer concerts and golf
course concertsare made possible by

Check us out online at
www.mysouthend.com

twitter.com/SouthEndNews
facebook.com/SouthEndNews

presentingsponsor Bank of America.
Concertsat William J. Devine club-
house are offered with support from
the Emerald Necklace Conservancy,
reflecting Franklin Park’s location
within Boston's historic Emerald
Necklace system of parks.

The ParkARTS Citywide
Neighborhood Concert Series be-
gins on Wednesday, July 21, with
The Woo Factor at Almont Park,
40 Almont Street, Mattapan, and
continues Thursday, July 22 with
Nartheast Groove at Billings Field,
369 LaGrange Street, West Rox-

Continued on page 2
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The Joys and Challenges of the “Sandwich Generation”
CAREGIVER SOLUTIONS

The term Sandwich Generation refers to people who are “sandwiched”
between managing a career, caring for their parents, and raising
children. Multigenerational caregiving has many advantages, yetit is
also demanding. Caregiver Solutions, a program offered by Boston
Senior Home Care at no-charge, can help.

Designed to support your unique caregiving journey, Caregiver
Solutions empower you with valuable information, resources, services
and supports to help you provide exceptional care while taking care
of your own needs and wellbeing.

Ready to learn more? Visit bshcinfo.org or call 617-292-6211.
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BOSTON SENIOR
HOME CARE

Your home. Your choice. Your care. | O ’ rﬁ'] m =

% angel’s Painting, r,, . ;

a

Residential / Commercial

“When it comes to painting and carpentry,
we're the Angels you’ve been looking for.”

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841

Tim@angelspainting.net
www.angelspaintinginc.com

Summer Eats

Continued from page 1

registration or identification is required. This
vear, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, meals
will be taken off-site, rather than eaten in a
congregate meal setting at the site.

The Boston Summer Eats program is
led by the Mavor's Office of Food Access
(OFA) in partnership with Project Bread, the
sreater Boston YMCA, and Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education, and is sponsored by the Boston
Children's Hospital. Other partners involved
in the 2021 Boston Summer Eats program
include: Boston Public Library (BPL), Boston
Housing Authority (BHA), and Boston Public
Schools (BPS).

Last summer, the program served
1,894,748 meals across 91 sites in 16 neigh-
borhoods. Among the 97 sites, there were
23 non-raditional sites, including certain
Boston Housing Authority properties, farmers
markets, community and faith-based organiza-
tions, and Boston City Hall. This year meal
sites include six Boston Housing Authority
properties, 14 Boston Public Schools, eight
Boston CentersforYouth & Families (BCYF)
sites, eight YMCA sites, four farmers markets,
30 community-and faith-based organizations,
and three Boston Public Library locations
throughout 17 neighborhoads.

“lam grateful for all the support we have
had from all of our Boston Summer Eats pro-
gram partners,” said Catalina Lopez-Ospina,
Mayor's Office of Food Access Director “To-
gether, we are reducing food insecurity one
child at a time and making healthy summer
meals accessible toall.”

Additionally, thissummer, the Pandemic
EBT willbe availablefor families when schools
are closed. All K-12 students who received P-
EBT thisschoolyearwillreceive atotal of $375
in P-EBT benefits in two equal payments of
$187.50 this summer. The first payment will
be issued on July 1 and the second payment
will be issued on August 1. Also, families
who receive SNAP and received P-EBT this
vear for their children ages 0 through 6 will
also receive two summer P-EBT payments of
5187.50, totaling $375 forthe summer. P-EBT
payments for these children will be made on
July 25 and August 25. For more information
residents can visit www.map-ebt.org.

These funds will go directly to residents’
P-EBT card or SNAP/EBT card if they are
enrolled in SNAP. Residents are encour-
aged to keep their P-EBT cards even when
they have used all the funds, in case benefits
are added in the future. These funds can be
used to purchase groceries anywhere EBT or
SNAP is accepted. Residents can download
the Fresh EBT app to find nearby stores and
farmer’s markets that accept EBT.

ParkARTS

Continued from page 1

bury; Wednesday, July 28 with the Soul City
Band at Dorchester Park, 2180 Dorchester
Avenue, Dorchester; and Thursday, July 29
with Tom Petty tribute band The Rebels at
Medal of Honor Park, 775 East First Street,
South Boston.

The August schedule kicks off with
Veronica Robles on Wednesday, August 4, at
LoPresti Park, 33 Sumner Street, East Boston;
Thursday, August 5, with the Soul City Band
at Smith Playground, 235 Western Avenue,
Allston; and Wednesday, August 11, with Jah
Spirit Reggae at Horatio Harris Park, 58 Beech
Glen Street, Roxbury. The series ends on
Thursday, August 12, with Joaquin Santos at
Blackstone Square, 1530 Washington Street,
South End. Shows in neighborhood parks
begin at 7 p.m.

ParkARTS golf course performances are
offered on alternating Wednesdays on the
clubhouse patios of the William ]. Devine

Golf Course (1 Circuit Dr, Dorchester) and
George Wright Golf Course (420 West St,
Iyde Park) throughout July and August and
into September: the Jamaica Plain Saxophone
Quartet will perform on July 21 at Franklin
Park; It's a ] Thing on Wednesday, July 28 at
George Wright; Shane Wood Jazz Trio on
August 4 at Franklin Park; Mike Tarara on
Augusi 11 at Cenrge V\/'right; Andres Guerra
on August 18 at Franklin Park; Woundikin on
August 25 at George Wright; and wrappingup
with The Pat Gaulin Trio on September 1 at
Franklin Park. All golf course performances
begin at 6:00 pm.

All ParkARTS performances are free of
charge. For more information, please call
(617)63 5-45[]5mviiitBmmnAgm’fParkAR'l"SA
Stay up te date with news, events, and design
and construction work in Boston parks by
signing up for our email list at bitly/Get-
Parks-Emails and follow our social channels
@hostonparksdept on Twitter, Facebook, and
Instagram..

South End News

Service Guide Ads
Get Results.

For more information please call:
617.464.7280 or email: sales@southendnews.com
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Where will you live until you can call this ‘Home’ again? Your
association policy won’t cover your additional living expenses.
Condo owners NEED Personal Condominium Insurance for
that. Aside from replacing your personal property, it will help
you with rent, while you’re still paying your mortgage.

Contact us.

JBodner

Insurance Agency of Boston

617-437-9400  www.jibodner.com * 8 Clarendon St. Boston
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The topic the Black Church
dares not speak of honestly

REV. IRENE MONROE

Every once in a while a reader will
ask me to please respond to their question
in my column. This reader asked, "What
should be the mandate for today's Black
Churches?” The question suggests someone
wants a comprehensive response. Tam hoping
maybeachurch,ahomophobe havingsecond
thoughts, ora LGBTQ+ Christian struggling
to come out.

One of the mandates for today's Black
Churches is to address its ongoing struggle
with the spectrum of human sexuality.

In2021,lamstill askingthese three ques-
tions: Why can't we as an African American
community tell the truth about our sexuality?
Whatpricedowe pay intellingthe truth? And
what role does the church play in perpetuat-
ing not only unsafe sexual behavior but also
demonizing its members of the LGBTQ
community?

The Black Church purported to preach
and practice a prophetic social gospel. How-
ever, in truth, it preaches and practices a
heteronormative conservative gospel tethered
to a model no longer relevant to a younger
generation that embraces LGBTO+ social
Justice issues.

The Black Church played a part in
the death of African Americans with AIDS.
While its silence on the issue was appalling
and unconscionable, so too, was its various
forms of homophobic pronouncements that
denigrate both LGBTQ+ peopleand women.

Sexuality has never been a comfortable
topic of discussion in the African American
community. This is due primarily to slavery,
and what we appropriated from the domi-
nant culture about sexual behavior to deem
ourselves human beings in our appressors'
eyes. First bred as cattle during slavery, and
later either touted as sex sirens or taunted as
sex predators, black sexuality has never had

a chance to evolve in a milieu free of abuse,
violence, and stereotypes. The raping of black
womenand the lynching of black men in this
country by white men have always kept the
control of black bodiesawayfromus. In carving
out a racial identity, African Americans have
doneitatthe expenseofleaving ourbodies and
sexualities behind. However, with the embrace
of fundamentalist Christianity embedded in
its tenets and an asexual theology, African
American bodies, and sexualities that were
once systematically usurped by white slave
mastersare now ritualistically hamessed by the
black church with a "politic of silence."Sadly,
this was viewed as a revolutionary act against
the oppressive white gaze. But what happens
in churches, communities, and families
where people lose touch with their bodies
and sexualities?

One answer is that the Black Church

Continued on page 6

South End Honor Roll

Lehigh University

Alexander Tumminello of Boston gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts degree with a
major in Economics from Lehigh University
in Spring 2021,

For more than 150 years, Lehigh Univer-
sity (lehigh.edu) has combined outstanding
academic and leaming opportunities with
leadership in fostering innovative research.
The institution is among the nation's most
selective, highly ranked private research
universities. Lehigh's five colleges - College
of Arts and Sciences, College of Business,
College of Education, College of Tealth,
and the P.C. Rossin College of Engineering
and Applied Science - provides opportunities
to 7,000+ students to discover and grow inan
academically rigorousenvironmentalong with
a supportive, engaged campus community.

Bucknell University

Caroline Saef Named to Dean's List

Bucknell University has released the
dean'slist for outstanding academic achieve-
mentduringthespringsemesterofthe 2020-21
academic year. A student must earn a grade

point average of 3.5 or higher on a scale of
4.0 to receive dean's list recognition.

Caroline Saef, class of 2021, from Bos-
ton, MA has achieved dean's list status for
spring 2021,

Located in Lewisburg, Pa., Bucknell
University is a highly selective private liberal
arts university that offers majors in the arts,
engineermg‘ humanities, management,
and social and natural sciences, along with
broad opportunities outside of class, to its
3,600 undergraduates. Graduate programs
are available in select disciplines. Students
benefit from a small student-faculty ratio of
9:1, personalattention from faculty, leadership
opportunities, and excellent graduation rates
and career outcomes.

Emerson College

Local Students Named to Emerson Col-
lege Dean's List for Spring 2021 Semester

The requirement to make Dean's List is
a grade point average of 3.7 or higher for that
semester. The following students have been
named to Emerson College's

Dean's Listforthe Spring 2021 semester:

Trevor McLean of Boston, Communica-
tion Studies, Class of 2022

Luke Roehm of Boston, Marketing Com-
munication, Class of 2024

Jiatong Zou of Boston, Media Arts Pro-
duction, Class of 2022

Based in Boston, Massachusetts, oppo-
site the historic Boston Common and in the
heart of the city's Theatre District, Emerson
College educates individuals who will solve
problems and change the world through en-
gaged leadership in communication and the
arts, a mission informed by liberal leaming.
The College has 3,700 undergraduates and
1,400 graduate students fromacross the United
States and 50 countries. Supported by state-
of-the-art facilities and a renowned faculty,
students participate in more than 90 student
organizations and performance groups.

Emerson is known for its experiential
leamning programs in Los Angeles, Washing-
ton, DC, the Netherlands, London, China,
and the Czech Republic as well as ils new
Global Portals, The College has an active
networkof 51,000 alumni who holdleadership
positions in communication and the arts. For
more information, visit emerson.edu.

Summer Arts

Continued from page 1

Pat Loomis and Friends at the South End
Branch Library Park, 685 Tremont Street?
The series returns this summer with two
shows on Tuesday nights, August 3and 17, at
6:30 PM. For further information, see www.
friendsofsouthendlbrary.org.

T'he Boston Parksand Recreation Deparl-
ment (BPRD) will reprise its children’s Arts
and Crafts Workshops with two sessions on
Thursday momings in Ringgold Park. The ses-

sions will take place on August 5Sand 12 from
10:00AM-12:00 noon. The workshopsare free
and open to Boston residents, but registration
is required. Please see www.bostan.gov for
further details and registration information.

BPRD's Neighborhood Concert Series
comes to Blackstone Square with a concert
by New Bedford-based drummer Joaquin
Santos on Thursday, August 12 at 7:00 PM.
Santos, who is the son of Tavares’s Jackie
Santos, plays funk, jazz, R & B and Latin
thythms with Joaquin Santos and Friends
and with Dopelotus. For more details on the

Neighborhood Concert Series, please see
www.boston.gov

The Worcester Square Area Neighbor-
hood Association is still at work planning the
retumn ofits Music in the Square concert series
but did not have confirmed details to release
at press time. Music in the Square organizer
CraigHughessaid viae-mailthatdetails will be
postedon WSANA'swebsite, worcestersquare.
org and Facebook page, WorcesterSquare,
when they become available.

See you in the parks!
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Betances

Continued from page 1

poracan tune in virtually to build community
and celebrate to the music of Yuba Iré and
Oscarito.

Festival Betances has become astaple in
New England’s Latinx community. Its stage
has featured world-renowned musical and
dance performances, ranging from local and
regional acts to intemational Latin music
icons, including Larry Harlow from Fania All
Stars, Tony Vega, and Tito Rojas.

Things are getting back on track, so let's
celebrate together with one voice. With the
theme "Latinos Siempre Unidos" (Latinos
Always Together), Festival Betances 2021 “en
Casa” will light up your house on July 17th
at 7pm with performances by Yuba Iré and
Oscarito. These amazing artists, representing
Latinx talent, will make everyone stand up
and dance to the rhythms of bomba, plena

and merengue.

Surrender to the party vibes of Yuba Iré,
whowillkick off the Festival. With the sounds
and percussions of their "rumba criollizada,"
they will get you going like “ya tii sabes”!

Closing with a bang comes Oscar Ser-
rano — “Oscarito E1 Mds Loco” (the craziest
one) — one of our most beloved merengue
stars. After being in Grupo Mania, now, as a
solo artist, nobody can stop him. Oscarito will
deliver what will surely be a great time for all.

The Festival is named after Ramdn
Emeterio Betances, a Puerto Rican patriot
whose medical contributions benefited Latin
America, the Caribbean, and the United
States. He also became aleaderin awakening
national consciousness in Puerto Rico, and is
considered one of the foremost intellectuals
of the 19th century,

Moreinformation atwww.ibaboston.org,
Facebook @festivalbetances.

Leon

Continued from page 1

complain about construction workers on the
Holland project—whowastryingtokeepIlol
land from his right to petition government, in
this case, for permission to create the condos
andthen, three years later, add three new units
to the top of the building.

Despite the SJC ruling, which came in
Holland's still open 2015 suit against Leon,
Leon continues his fight.

Made possible by:

Leon initially filed his suit against the in-
surance companiesin May in Suffolk Superior
Court. This week, the companies - Landmark
American Insurance Co., American Safety
Indemnity Co., First Mercury Insurance Co.
and Navigators Specialty Insurance Co, - all
based out of state, moved to have the case
transferred to federal court in Boston because
they are not Massachuselts companies and
because Leon and JACE are seeking more
than the $75,000 minimum required for a
federal lawsuit.
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Proviping QuaLTy
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
to the BOSTON AREA

D'S ELECTRIC

REesiDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FRrRee EsTIMATES
24 Hour SERvICE

Dedicated to Customer Service since 1971

617.542.2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mass License #14580A
[ CIEANING |

For All Seasons

Continued from page 4

continues to stay on the "down low." The most significant
factor that keeps the Black Church on the down-low are
closeted, homophobic ministers. Pastor Donnie McClurkin-
a three-time Gospel Grammy winner and the former poster
boy for African American ex-gay ministries -is one example.

MecClurkin's sexuality has been an open secret, but now,
at 61 years old, McClurkin is lamenting about growing old
and being alone. While the Black LGBTQ+ community
would applaud someone of McClurkin's status telling the
truth about his sexual past, many of us can't care because of
decades of damning and damaging messages he hurled at us.

However, there might be some light at the end of this
tunnel. Thismonth, the African Methodist Episcopal Church,
the oldest black denomination church, dating back to 1787,
will conveneacommittee tostudy LGBTQ+ issues byexamin-
ing Scripture and doctrine hearing testimonies of LGBTQ+
individuals. Some of us in the LGBTQ+ community feel the
effort is more than "a day late and a dollar short" because a
younger generation has left. However, [ am hopeful.

Our bodies are our temples, and as our temples, they
house the most sacred and scariest truth about us: our sexu-
ality. Sexuality is an essential part of being human. It is an
expression of who we are; it is a language, and a means to
comumunicate our spiritual need for intimate communion—

human and divine. However, oursilence, shame, and stigma
around issues of sexual identity, gender expressions, and sexual
practices have allowed for behaviors of denial, neglect, and
abuse. Also, the lack of pastoral care contributes to high-risk
sexual behaviors and the transmission of TIIV/AIDS in the
African American community.

Right now, Black Churches are in a crisis. The AME
Church is now the first to admit openly. The church has
contributed to the culture of the "politic of silence” because
it not only lacks the language to talk about sex, but it also
sees sex as a private and personal matter and not part of the
business of the black Christian community as a way of loving
God and ourselves.

However, the black church is also uniquely positioned
to significantly affect knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and be-
haviors within congregations and, by extension, the entire
African American community. The black church can help
its congregants live their sexual lives by devising an African
American faith- based sex education curriculum where
churches embrace the conceptthat sexuality is God-given,
an integral part of being human, and at the core of how we
interact with one another.

Research has shown that sexuality education programs
in black churches would delay the onset of sexual activity
among teens, reduced the number of partners among teens
and adults, significantly decrease the incidence of sexually
transmitted diseases, unplanned pregnancies, and gay-bashing.
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o(umer supervised cleaning crew and ensures quality
sExcellent references and competitive rates
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Letters Policy

The South End News welcomes letters to

the editor. All letters must be sighed and
accompanied by a mailing address and phone
number. Because of space limitations, letter
should not be more than 200 words.

letters@southendnews.com

Get local and advertise
your property in

the South End News.

Call Jeff at (617) 464-7280 ext. 202

or email: sales@southendnews.com.
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P. Stones Contracting, Inc.

Specializing in Historic Restoration,
Brick Repointing, Brick, Block, Stone,
Basement Floors, Caulking & Waterproofing.

Ornamental window sills, window headers and moldings,
Fully Licensed and Insured, 15 years of satisfied customers and referrals.

Office: 781-848-6922 « Fax: 781-848-6923

Cell: 617-592-0850 * pstonescontracting@hotmail.com

The Dependable Handyperson

FINE PAINTING AND REFINISHING
SMALL REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS
Deck AND GARDEN WORK

Call Jean at 617-236-1795
dependablehandy @aol.com

Get local and advertise your
property in the South End News

Call Jeff at (617) 464-7280 ext. 202
or email: sales@southendnews.com.
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LAW OFFICES
Donald E. Green, P.C.

Everyone is going

For all your legal needs, call the Law Offices of Donald E. Green.

We concentrate on personal injury matters as well as criminal
defense, civil rights, immigration matters, wills & trusts,
Chapter 7 bankruptcy, real estate and sexual harassment claims.

Please call
at (617) 442-0050 or
email dgreen@donaldegreen.com
or agreen@donaldegreen.com

After more than 30 years
in Dudley Square
we have moved.

Washington Park Mall (less than a mile
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